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town of Indiana along what is locally known as the ‘Dead Waters’ of Yellow
Creek. Here the creek flows directly toward the west, a part of the Monongahela
system, while a few miles to the east the streams flow toward the Atlantic. The
geese were flying high and directly up the creek toward the east. A large flock
of about seventy-five birds in a very one-sided V did considerable shifting of
leaders and of general shape during the time of their passing. Following a short
distance behind was a beautiful V-formation of thirteen birds which held their
alignment almost perfectly while within sight. The bright sunlight gave the
oncoming flocks a shining, silvery hue which faded to dull white that contrasted
vividly with the black of the primaries as the flocks passed overhead. Canada
Geese in flight have never suggested a squadron of airplanes to me as strikingly
as did these Snow Geese. Presumably these were Greater Snow Geese, Chen
hyperborea atlantica.—THOMAS SmyTH, State Teachers College, Indiana, Pennsyl-
vania.

Fulvous Tree-duck an addition to the avifauna of Florida.—During the course
of the Audubon Wildlife Tours, conducted by the writer out of Okeechobee, Florida,
during February and March, 1940, he learned of what appears to be the first
record of the Fulvous Tree-duck (Dendrocygna bicolor helva) for Florida. On
December 14, 1939, Mr. Richard Reed, of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, was duck-
shooting on Lake Okeechobee, with his young son, and a guide known as ‘Mule-
head’ Swain. Each of the three secured, out of a ‘squad’ of very strange-looking
ducks, specimens of what could have been nothing else than Fulvous Tree-ducks.
The birds were brought into the Southland Hotel, and exhibited to interested
parties. None of the guides who have worked on Lake Okeechobee for many years
(some of them since boyhood) had ever seen ducks like them. They were described
to the writer as being “mainly of a tan color, with a black line on the back of the
neck, a black back and a white stripe along the sides.” Aside from the fact that
the remarkably long legs and long necks of these unknown ducks attracted much
attention, the shooters themselves averred that they had calls utterly unlike any
duck they had ever heard, characterizing them as a “sort of squeal.” This is, of
course, a character of the tree duck which is unmistakable, the local name along the
Texas coast for this species, being ‘Squealer.’

Conversation with Swain elicited the fact that two or three ‘squads’ of these
birds were seen. He himself, though having guided on the Lake for years, was
utterly at a loss to know what the ducks were. Search of the literature has failed
to reveal any other instance of their occurrence, and this must be the first. Un-
fortunately, none of the specimens was preserved. The presence of these ducks
in Florida is somewhat on a parallel with the regular visits of the Scissor-tailed
Flycatcher (Muscivora forficata) and the Reddish Egret (Dichromanassa ruficollis)
to Florida in winter, both of these birds coming over from western sections of the
Gulf Coast.—ALEXANDER SPRUNT, Jr., R. F. D. No. 1, Charleston, South Carolina.

King Eider in Ohio.—Reported occurrences of the King Eider (Somateria specta-
bilis) in Ohio are sufficiently few to make worth recording the recent capture of
a specimen in this State.

The last day of hunting season, December 5, 1939, found the writer out in a small
hunting boat at Winous Point in Sandusky Bay, the southwesternmost extremity of
Lake Erie. The day was cloudy and cold with occasional snow flurries. Most
of the ducks that had been in the neighborhood earlier in the season had moved
on. Huge flocks of Red-breasted Mergansers and a few American Mergansers



