[Auk
July

334 General Notes
Asia.” There seems to be no limit to the unexpected things that Brower turns up at
Point Barrow!”’

It will be noted that Mr. Peters uses Numenius; I agree with him that the genus
Phaeopus appears an unnecessary split.—ALFRED M. BarLey, The Colorado Museum
of Natural History, Denver, Colorado.

" Western Sandpiper in Illinois.—On August 14, 1938, during banding operations
at Chicago Ridge (southwest of Chicago), Cook County, Illinois, a single sandpiper,
trapped from a group of Semipalmated Sandpipers (Ereuneles pusillus) and given
band 38-20312, was noticed to be decidedly different from the others, particularly in
size, lighter coloration of under parts, and length of bill. This proved to be a Western
Sandpiper (Ereunetes maurit). The identification was made jointly by Mrs. Amy G.
Baldwin and Mr. Harold O. Wiles, both of Chicago, and Mr. Bartel. It was slightly
but noticeably larger than the ‘Semipals’; its bill, thicker at the base, was longer than
its head; there was a greater amount of reddish on the feathers of the back (particu-
larly scapulars) and nape; and the breast was plain white except for lines of very
faint dots. Measurements taken in the field are: bill, 1.03 inches; wing, 3.94 inches;
and length, 6.25 inches.

Ford, Sanborn, and Coursen’s ‘Birds of the Chicago Region’ (1934) lists but one
definite record—that of a male taken at Hyde Lake, Cook County, on May 19, 1928.
That this is a spring record from the interior is of particular interest since Bent states
that none was contributed for his ‘Life Histories of North American Shore Birds’
(1927); furthermore, Widmann (Trans. Acad. Science St. Louis, 17: 70, 1907) states
that the species ‘“has been taken a few times in spring on sandbars in the Mississippi
River by Mr. Chas. K. Worthen of Warsaw, Ill.,”” and DuMont (Univ. of Jowa
Studies Nat. Hist., 15: 72, 1934) adds that “in eastern South Dakota, it has been
collected in April.” No data are available on a second extant Chicago-region speci-
men in the collection of S. S. Gregory; and efforts have been made to locate Worthen’s
specimens, mentioned above, but without success.

In the Chicago region, this species retains its classification as a very rare transient
in spring; but it appears to be uncommon though regular during the fall, and as for
the lack of skins to support this, as Bent (1927) states, “undoubtedly it has been
generally overlooked on account of its close resemblance to the Semipalmated Sand-
piper, an abundant species which few collectors bother to shoot.” Field Museum
records of Chicago-region field observations contain a dozen fall records for 1936-38,
the extremes being August 13 (Palmquist) and September 3 (Dreuth). The species
has been reported by more than a half dozen of the most active field ornithologists
of the region, one of whom, Mr. William Dreuth of Chicago, has observed it at
Lincoln Park at least once each fall since 1932, except 1935 (Audubon Annual Bull.,
IHinois Aud. Soc., no. 28, p. 37, 1938).

Several unpublished sight records from various parts of the State have been kindly
contributed for inclusion in the present note. Arthur 8. Hawkins and Frank C.
Bellrose of the Illinois State Natural History Survey report four or five Western
Sandpipers among Least and Semipalmated Sandpipers at Flat Lake, Calhoun
County, on July 14, 1938; another individual was seen among Semipalmated Sand-
pipers at Douglas Lake, Chillicothe, Peoria County, on August 28, 1938. Richard
Allyn has observed the species once at Jacksonville, Morgan County, on September
4, 1935 (one individual), and again at Lake Springfield, Sangamon County, on
September 17, 1938 (three individuals).

Ridgway (‘Ornithology of Illinois,” Nat. Hist. Surv. Illinois, 2: 54, 1895) classified
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the species as ‘‘not uncommon during the migrations, usually mixed in flocks of E.
pusillus, but sometimes in small companies by itself.”” There seems to be little doubt
that while more recent publications have taken exception to this statement for lack
of supporting evidence, directed effort and more field observation would probably
support it as valid.—KarL E. BArTBL, Blue Island, and FrRank A. PitELKA, Lyons,
Illinois.

Passenger Pigeons recorded by Pike in 1806.—There is an interesting account
of the nesting of Passenger Pigeons (Ectopistes migratorius) in the journal of Zebulon
Montgomery Pike (‘Exploratory Travels through the Western Territories of North
America,” 1811). Inasmuch as this account is not included in Mr. A. C. Bent’s life
history of this extinet bird (Bull. U. 8. Nat. Mus., no. 162), it may be worth while to
republish Pike’s notes. While descending the Mississippi River, in 1806, he wrote
under date of Monday, April 28: “About ten miles above Salt River we stopped at
some islands where there were pigeon roosts, and in about fifteen minutes my men
knocked on the head, and brought on board, about three hundred. I had frequently
heard of the fecundity of this bird, but never gave credit to what I then thought to
approach the marvellous; but really the most fervid imagination cannot conceive
their numbers. Their noise in the woods was like the continued roaring of the wind,
and the ground may be said to have been absolutely covered with their execrement.
The young ones which we killed were nearly as large as the old; they could fly about
ten steps, and were one mass of fat; their craws were filled with acorns and the wild
pea. They were still reposing on their nests, which were merely small bunches of
sticks joined, with which all the small trees were covered.”

The Salt River is well above the junction of the Missouri and the Mississippi, and
the location Pike gives would probably be a few miles below the site of the city of
Hannibal, Missouri. Mr, Bent does not include Missouri among the States in which
nesting colonies of pigeons occurred, and it would seem that State has a just claim to
such a distinction.

Early writers gave very few specific nesting dates, so these notes from Pike’s
journal may be of value in that they give the day and month on which he visited the
colony. April 28 seems surprisingly early for nesting Passenger Pigeons, and especial-
ly for the birds to have large young. Pike seemed to have had the ability of including
a great deal of information in a few lines of copy; in the above notes he gave the
specific dates of his observation, a rather definite location of the nesting colony, a
good account of the great numbers of birds, information regarding the size, condition,
and food of the young, and a deseription of the nests.—ALFRED M. BaiLey, Colorado
Musewm of Natural History, Denver, Colorado.

Smooth-billed Ani nesting in Florida.—In ‘Florida Bird Life,’ (p. 290)
Arthur H. Howell says of the Smooth-billed Ani (Crotophaga ani), that ‘“the ani is not
known to breed in Florida, and little seems to be known of its habits there.”” Perusal
of “The Auk’ since the publication of Howell’s book (1932) has failed to throw addi-
tional light on the status of this species other than Semple’s reference to a small
flock which he took to be examples of Crotophaga ani at Miami Beach in February
1937 (Auk, 54: 391) in which no allusion was made to nesting. R. J. Longstreet
noted birds at the Dry Tortugas also, but took no specimens. Therefore, it seems
that the following is the first record of the actual breeding of this species in Florida
and in the United States. I am indebted to my friend J. Earle Moore, of Miami,
Florida, for the privilege of recording it.

This highly interesting occurrence took place in the yard of Mr. Charles Lange, at



