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RECENT LITERATURE

Jackson and Sclater’s ‘Birds of Kenya Colony and the Uganda Protector-
ate.”'—Notwithstanding the fact that East Africa has long been a favorite resort
for hunters and ornithologists, a comprehensive account of its bird life has been
lacking until the appearance of the splendid work of Jackson and Sclater which is
now before us. It is peculiarly fitting that this work should have been conceived and
carried well on to completion by Sir Frederick Jackson since he did so much to eluci-
date the natural history of the region and spent many years there as explorer, organ-
izer, Lieutenant-Governor (of Kenya) and Governor (of Uganda). While he did
not live to see the completion of his work, Lady Jackson has seen to it that it was
finished and published and in this accomplishment she has been fortunate in securing
the services of Dr. W. L. Sclater, the well-known authority on the birds of Africa.

It is a great satisfaction to all who have had oceasion to work on African collec-
tions to have available Sir Frederick’s extended observations covering over thirty
years of field work. He regarded himself as a field naturalist rather than a scientist
and his hope was that his work might help others to carry on in the same line. As
Dr. Sclater has said, the systematic side of East African bird study has been practi-
cally completed and there are but few species or subspecies to be described but “in
the matter of nesting habits, migration and distribution there is a vast opening for
the field naturalists of the future to increase our knowledge of Kenya bird life,”” and
the present work will be a great aid and stimulus to this end.

The work appears in three sumptuous royal-octavo volumes. There are brief
introductory chapters, a sketch of the origin and distribution of the avifauna of
Kenya and Uganda, a gazetteer of localities and a bibliography. The main text
treats of 1393 species and subspecies (if our countbe correct) 987 of which are Passeres.
Under each form there are paragraphs on description, distribution, recorded localities,
and notes. The last, comprising the author’s observations and field noteg, are by
far the most extensive and important. Dr. Sclater has prepared a number of the
descriptions as well as the diagnoses of genera and families and the keys, while he
has brought the entire manuscript up to date. The classification and nomenclature
follow the ‘Systema Avium Aethiopicarum’ with the addition of certain forms de-
seribed since its appearance. The synonymy is very brief and the references are
selected for their importance with no thought of making them complete. The illus-
trations comprise twenty-four colored plates from paintings by George Lodge which
possess high artistic merit, a portrait of Sir Frederick Jackson and 241 text-figures
in line or half-tone by H. Grénvold.

Jackson has the happy faculty of combining his accounts of the birds with sketches
of their environment which often present vivid pictures. Speaking of his visit to
Lake Hannington in 1900, where at least a million Flamingoes were assembled, he
writes, ‘It certainly was a sight that baffles description. It was in the early morning
before the wind rose and the water was like glass. The foreshore was deceptive, as
a smooth, firm-looking, sun-baked crust hid a most offensive mixture of mud,
sand, guano, and rotting vegetable matter several inches in depth and an attempt to

1 The Birds of Kenya Colony and the Uganda Protectorate. By Sir Frederick John Jackson,
K. C. M. G., C. B. Completed and edited by W. L. Sclater, M. A. Vol. I (Struthionidae to
Psittacidae, pp. i-xviii + 1-544, pls. 1-10, 115 text-figures); Vol. IT (Coraciidae to Sylvi-
idae, pp. 545-1136, pls. 11-18, 65 text-figures); Vol. 111 (Hirundinidae to Emberizidae, pp.
1137-1558, pls. 19-24, 61 text-figures and a map). Gurney and Jackson, 98 Great Russell St.,
London W. C. 1; Tweeddale Court, Edinburgh, 1938. Price £4, 10s. net,
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approach nearer to the birds was completely defeated. From the higher ground we
enjoyed a much better view, and Sir Clement Hill correctly described it as ‘a mirror
set in a pink frame!; and that was just what it was like. On our side to the right and
left of us, the frame varied in depth according to the extent of the shoals, from six
feet to a hundred yards or more. At the north where the area of shallow water was
greatest, the frame widened to at least half a mile in depth—all birds.”

Of the short-tailed Bateleur Eagle he says, ‘It is one of the most striking of the
land birds, its shape, its coloring and its flight all combining to attraet attention; but
the last is the most remarkable. It is little less than albatross-like in its power of
sustained motion without any visible movements of the wings. Momentum is ap-
parently maintained by canting one side or another, and at the same moment either
slightly dipping or turning right or left—the wings, except the tips, being apparently
as rigid as an aeroplane’s.”

The work is an attractive piece of book making and ecredit is due to all concerned
in its production.—W. S.

Halle’s ‘Birds against Men.’—Although the author of this book makes no pre-
tense of being a technical ornithologist, one has but to read a few pages of his latest
work! to realize that the writer entertains a deep interest in the life histories, activities
and environment of the birds with which he has come in intimate contact. Also, one
quickly is impressed with the keenness of the author’s power of observation, with the
patience exhibited in his field work, and with his very marked ability in selecting
words to give the exact shade of meaning he desires to express.

This book will entertain discriminating readers, regardless of whether or not they
care particularly about birds. Mr. Halle’s accounts of his observations of the be-
havior of birds easily carry the reader onward from page to page. His sanely emo-
tional comments on a merganser in his bath-tub, the courtship and fortunes of a
family of Red-tailed Hawks, the daily life of a Kingbird, the behavior of a dignified
parrot, glimpses of the birds that throng the jungles about the Mayan ruins of
Guatemala,—all arouse the hope that this gifted young man will long continue to
write such books.

Evidently he seeks to acquaint himself with authoritative literature on the subjects
he discusses, and has been careful to use the approved vernacular names for his
birds,—the one oversight noticed is where he mentions the Blue Jay as ‘“bluejay.”

The book consists of some 217 pages of actual text, divided into seven chapters,
each in itself a complete essay. There are seven full-page illustrations and two or
three tail-pieces. All are very sketchy and ineffective line drawings. ‘‘Birds against
Men” is a vague and inapt title for this very commendable volume.—T. GILBERT
Prarson.

John Muir’s Journals.—The appearance of hitherto unpublished subject matter
on birds from the pen of John Muir will be welcomed with pleasure everywhere by a
steadily growing multitude of readers who in the past have been charmed by his de-
lightful word pictures of the various phases of bird activity observed by him in his
explorations; and, as would be expected, these newly published daily journals? con-
tain some additional data on this—one of his favorite topics. It appears that no
original manuscript journals survive from his boyhood nor from his four years’ study
at the University of Wisconsin, if, indeed Muir wrote any. Likewise, none has been

1 Birds | against Men| By Louis J. Halle, Jr., with drawings by Lynd Ward. 8vo, 228
pages, 7 plates; The Viking Press, New York. Price $2.50.

2 John of the Mountains: the unpublished journals of John Muir. Edited by Linnie Marsh
Wolfe. 8vo, 459 pp., illus., Boston, Houghton Mifflin Company, 1938. $3.75.
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found which records his early botanical ramblings in Canada. It was, however, about
the period 1864-66 that he began the well-known and remarkable series of letters to
a friend, Mrs. Jeanne C. Carr, wife of Dr. Ezra Slocum Carr of the University
faculty, herself a botanist, who had persuaded him to write her of his findings. Hav-
ing this preliminary practice in the art of self-expression, he wrote bis first journals
in 1867, recording what he saw as he made his now famous “Thousand mile walk to
the Gulf,” journals which were edited and published under that title shortly after
his death. His first California journals, written in 1869, form the first chapter of the
present book, and the succeeding chapters contain most of the important journals
which followed, with the exception of his foreign-travel journals which, regretfully,
had to be omitted from this book.  The journals as here published, therefore, cover
nearly the whole of his career as a naturalist, narrating his wanderings, describing
what he saw, and recording his scientific researches. In all, there are sixty manu-
seript volumes extant of Muir’s journals, and, closely allied with them, there is a mass
of notes scribbled upon loose sheets and bits of paper of all shapes and sizes.

These notes, mostly written in pencil, having shared the hardships of many of his
wanderings, are not easy to read after the lapse of years. Many doubtless were
seribbled by flickering camp-fire light when his fingers were numb with cold or
fatigue; or, perhaps, in the dark Iee of some boulder or tree while storm raged about;
or, while tramping over some vast glacier, his eyes fairly blinded by snow glare.
Often before these notes could be brought in to camp or hut, they were smudged by
ferns and flowers pressed between their pages, or, perchance, water-soaked in bogs
that had to be waded through. Rich in diction and flowing abundantly out of his
sheer undimmed joy in living, these contemporary entries and fragments are largely
devoted to an expression of his inmost thought upon Nature and her transcendental
meanings. Even in some of the earlier of these he reveals a surprising mastery of
poetic prose, and throughout he shows an exquisite sensitiveness to the beauty of
rhythmic language. Perhaps, as measured by present-day standards of excellence in
technical writing, some of his bird notes might be lacking somewhat in scientific
exactness, but he had a vocabulary saturated with the poetry of Burns and Milton
and the King James version of the Bible much of which he had learned by heart when
a child, and all of these lent an unconscious music to his own written words. So, in
these journal entries, we read with increasing pleasure his successive notes, often
fragmentary but always interesting, concerning his good friends the albatross, the
bluebird, the bobolink and the snow bunting, and, along with them, perhaps in the
same paragraph, of his equally good friends the boulders, the waterfalls, the caves,
the cataracts and the avalanches. With notes on the chickadee, the crane, the finch,
the grouse and the flicker, perhaps, may be interspersed a paragraph or two of medi-
tation on Beauty as a synonym of God, or on the glories of Indian summer. Along
with that on the eagle, the egret, the heron, the killdeer, and the linnet, there may be
discussion of Nature’s use of smoke, or of the fragrance of the primitive forest, or,
perhaps, on the unpoetical character of sheepherding or on the purity and spirituality
of the great out-of-doors. The meadowlark, the mockingbird, the plover and the
sage hen may share honors in his records with his mental reactions to the rainbow
colors of waterfalls or the action of earthquakes on slate. An actual count made by
this reviewer revealed that sixty-eight species of birds are mentioned or discussed
with varying degree of fullness. The temptation is great to make copious quotations
from some of these entries, but, regretfully, limitations of space forbid more than one
brief, highly characteristic excerpt from record of a solitary tramp in 1870 through
Merced Canyon in the Sierras: feelings of isolation soon caught me
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again among these hushed sounds, but one of the Lord’s smallest birds came out to me
from some bushes at the side of a moss-clad rock. It had a wonderfully expressive
eye, and in one moment that cheerful, confiding bird preached me the most effective
sermon on heavenly trust that I had ever heard . . . and I went on not half so
heart-sick nor half so weary.”

The book is a delightful one and its reading is heartily commended.—J. S. WaDE.

Bird enemies of forest insects.—In a recent English text,! seven pages (259—
266) are devoted to birds as enemies of forest insects. German opinion is cited that
the cuckoo, starling, tits, and finches, especially the Chaffinch, in the order named,
are the most useful species in controlling forest insect pests. The Jay, Wood-pigeon,
and Greater Spotted Woodpecker also are mentioned and instances of the good work
of each are noted. A great deal has been done in Germany to encourage birds in
forests and nest boxes and feeding places have become a regular feature in most parts
of the country. “Woods thus supplied have, in certain cases, shown remarkable
immunity from pests such as the nun moth, and oak-roller moth, while neighboring
woods, unprotected have suffered severe damage.” The material on British birds is
largely from St. Clair Thompson’s book, ‘The Protection of Woodlands,” 1928 (re-
viewed in ‘The Auk,’ 46(1): 143-145, Jan. 1929).

The author remarks, on his own account, however that, “the encouragement of
bird-life in our forests . . . should receive more detailed study from the practi-
cal point of view than it has received hitherto” and ‘‘the study of the question as to
the best means of encouraging the bird-life in our coniferous areas is one which de-
mands immediate attention.” Experience in Czechoslovakia indicates that this
requires maintenance of clearings, where bird-attracting facilities may be effectively
installed. Those already in use appear to have remarkable value as rallying places
for bird life—W. L, M.

Darling’s ‘Bird flocks and the breeding cycle.”—In this very readable little
book,? which one may finish in an evening’s leisure, the writer briefly presents some
of the results of his intensive study of the seabird colonies at lonely little Priest Island
off the northwest Highlands of Scotland. Here, quite undisturbed, it was possible
for two whole seasons, to follow the normal activities of various species.

A preliminary chapter discusses the recent developments in our knowledge of the
part played by ultra-violet light and by visual stimulation on the ripening of the
reproductive glands, in which it is now known that the gonad-stimulating hormone of
the pituitary body is the important factor. It is further evident that a necessary
psychical factor is provided by the presence of another individual and by the atti-
tudes of this companion. The important point which the author endeavors to bring
out is that if the posturing of & companion bird (whether of the opposite sex or of a
similar species) may induce the initiation of responses leading to coition and repro-
duction, it is quite conceivable that in colonial birds the presence and actions of
others of the group as a whole may likewise become essential to the completion of
the cycle. The body of the book is devoted to further elucidation of this point, from
a study of the four species of gulls that breed at Priest Island, namely, the Herring
Gull, Common Gull, the Lesser and the Greater Black-backed Gulls. The require-
ments of each of these differ, and are given in most detail for the Herring Gull and
the Lesser Blackback in which the general aspects of the cycle are traced.

1 Chrystal, R. Neil. Insects of the British Woodlands. 338 pp., 32 pls., 1937; F. Warne &
Co., London, England. 7s. 6d.

2 Darling, F. Fraser. Bird flocks | and the | breeding cycle | a contribution to the | study

of avian sociality. Small 8vo, x + 124 pp., frontispiece; The University Press, Cambridge,
England, and The Macmillan Company, 60 Fifth Ave., New York City, 1938. $1.75.




Vf£13'335 Recent Literature ‘ 685

An important point brought out is that the various groups of each species may
begin nesting at slightly different times, that the larger groups of colonies of nesting
birds are the earlier and the more successful, partly because the members of the flock
by their common courtship activities tend to show a greater synchronization in
nesting with the result that young, which in the downy stage are especially open to
attack, are thus exposed to a less extended period of persecution. Small colonies may
even prove altogether unsuccessful in rearing young to the fledged stage.

The latter part of the book is devoted to a condensed account of courtship, partic-
ularly of a communal type, among seabirds of the island and concludes with new
light on the significance of numbers in relation to social behavior. Numerous in-
stances are adduced of the budding-off of new colonies from larger parent groups.
As a single example, three pairs of Razor-billed Auks in 1936 visited the west coast
of the island and took up positions on a cliff, but did not breed. In the following
year nine birds at first arrived and later the group increased to fourteen and then
commenced to display an interesting type of communal eourtship. This was followed
by nesting. The author believes that in this and in similar instances, the number of
birds was at first too small a company to arouse an efficient stimulus to breeding.
Thus it may be that there is a more or less definite threshold of numbers necessary
to provide the requisite social atmosphere, without which communal eourtship and
nesting may not take place. In this may perhaps be found the reason for the failure
of a social species to maintain itself by reproduction when reduced to small groups
numerically below the social threshold.

The book concludes with a list of references and an index. There is an interesting
frontispiece of a Fulmar ‘visiting’ another member of the colony, a common social
act. Here is a very interesting and suggestive book, with much new matter that
forms a valuable contribution to our knowledge of the social life of these seabirds.—
G. M. A.

Priestley’s ‘Book of Birds.”—Reading this book?! brings clearly to view the fact
that the appreciation of birds is quite as legitimate an aspect of the field of ornithol-
ogy as are systematics or physiology; for the appeal of birds to the human mind
manifests itself in many different ways. Their activity, familiarity, beauty and
variety stimulate us to manifold reactions often of an unsuspected nature, giving to
some a desire for closer understanding of their ways, to others a zeal for colleeting or
comparison, to others again an urge to poetic expression, all of which are but differing
effects that these fellow creatures exert upon our own consciousness. From an
aesthetic aspect birds may cause us to consider abstract things and intangible quali-
ties with which they become associated in our minds. The compiler of this anthology,
therefore, needs no excuse for bringing together as a “companionable book” this
collection of extracts about birds culled from many sources in the course of interested
reading. First attracted to birds by the appeal of the bright colors of a flock of gold-
finches, she began to read the writings of various authors on birds and made a scrap-
book of extracts on the subject. These finally amounted to such an interesting whole
that it seemed worth while to pass them on for the pleasure of others.

Naturally the greater part of these extracts come from English writers and poets,
old and new—Gilbert White, Hudson, Alfred Russel Wallace, Julian Huxley, Edgar
Chance, Robert Lynd, Shakespeare and Keats—to mention but a few; now and then,
however, an American author, whose literary charm or descriptive art seems worthy,
is included—Audubon, Thoreau, Sutton, Peattie. One wonders why Shelley’s

1 Priestley, Mary. A book of birds. With 82 wood engravings by C. F. Tunnicliffe. sm.
8vo, 384 pp., illus.; Macmillan Co., New York City. $2.50.
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verses on the Skylark were omitted, but perhaps these are sufficiently familiar. There
is no attempt at anything more than variety or the selection of well-written and
interesting bits in the choice, hence there is no obvious structure or plan to the book—
owl, pelican, redwing and rook follow in sequence—but the selections are good though
apparently limited to the compiler’s browsing range. Over ninety different authors
appear, some of them many times, while the quotations cover a wide field of geog-
raphy from the British Isles to Antarctica.

The numerous illustrations are from modern wood engravings showing different
familiar birds, but although the modern style of ‘woodeut’ is by many regarded as a
high development of the illustrator’s art, to the reviewer’s taste the heavy lines, dark
shadings and blacks are inappropriate to the illustration of most birds except crows
and ravens. There are good indexes to the authors and species found in the text.%]

Here is an unusual type of popular bird book which should have muchfappesal to
the general reader.—G. M. A.

Brooks’s Bibliography of West Virginian Ornithology.—With the ever-
increasing output of ornithological literature, any bibliographical summary covering
some aspect of the field is welcome and worth while. The compiler of this list! hasfor
many years kept close track of the publications on West Virginian ornithology and
has himself contributed many valuable notes and more extended articles on the birds
of the State, so that he is in an excellent position to prepare the present thorough
catalogue of pertinent literature. The references are arranged chronologically, year
by year, beginning with 1831 and carrying the subject to the early part of 1938.
Instead of the more usual method of citing first the title of the article or book, fol-
lowed by the volume, and pages, the procedure is here reversed, citing first the name
of the journal, then volume and page, followed by the quotation of the title with
brief comment on the value and scope of each article. There is often a lack of con-
sistency in the method, some titles are omitted or the reference is incomplete, al-
though the essentials are there. The use of Roman numerals for volume numbers
might have been avoided since they not only take up more room but involve a mental
translation with consequent liability to error. Of especial value are the comments
following the titles, for the author’s familiarity with the birds of the State enables
him to make helpful appraisal of the many contributions; while the inclusion of
articles from various minor journals, some long defunct, makes available many notes
that might otherwise easily be overlooked. The chronological arrangement has the
advantage that it permits the student to follow the development of the ornithological
history of the State. The list of references is ‘lithoprinted’ in double column, a
method which simulates clear typewriting and is adapted to the use of good paper
the size of a typewriter sheet. The title page and cover are type-set and the whole is
neatly bound in stiff buff covers. It should be helpful to all who are interested in the
ornithology of the region it covers.—G. M. A.

Gladstone on ‘Thomas Watling, limner of Dumfries.’—As the personalities
of the earlier naturalists recede into the past, it becomes a matter of increasing inter-
est as well as of difficulty to retrieve what at this distance may still be found out
concerning them. This attractive little book? presents the results of a five-year
search for particulars of Thomas Watling, one of the first artists to portray the fauna

1 Brooks, Earle Amos. A descriptive bibliography of West Virginia ornithology. Large
8vo, 28 pp., published by the author at 166 Plymouth Road, Newton Highlands, Mass.,
April, 1938. Price $1.00.

2 Gladstone, Hugh 8. Thomas Watling | Limner of Dumfries. 8vo, 75 pp., 7 pls., reprinted
for private circulation, from the Trans. Dumfriesshire and Galloway Nat. Hist. and Anti-
quarian Soc., Dumfries, 1938.
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of New South Wales at first hand. It appears that he was a limner or painter of
Dumfries, Scotland, who in 1789 was arrested on the charge of having forged notes of
the Bank of Scotland. Although he seems to have protested his innocence, neverthe-
less, believing that the notoriety of the affair would be damaging to his career at
home, he accepted a penalty of fourteen years’ ‘transportation,” to Port Jackson,
New South Wales, then a penal colony. Little record of him exists; even the date of
his birth is uncertain, though an entry of his baptism in 1762 was unearthed. On
his way out to the Antipodes in the ship ‘Daedalus’ he managed to escape when the
vessel touched at Cape Town, where, however, he was later recaptured, and forced
to continue the journey in anotber ship. Two letters which he wrote to his aunt in
Dumfries, were afterwards published anonymously as a small book, entitled ‘Letters
from an exile at Botany-Bay, to bis aunt in Dumfries.” Subsequent petitions from
this lady, Marion (or May) Kirkpatrick, failed to secure his release. But while in
New South Wales he was employed by ‘J. W.—doubtless John White, author of the
‘Journal of a Voyage to New South Wales,” 1790—to paint ‘‘the non-descript pro-
ductions of the country.” He even conceived the idea of himself publishing a book
on the new country, to be illustrated by his paintings, but apparently his employer
made use of these latter for his own purposes. There is evidence that Latham, in the
Second Supplement to his ‘Synopsis’ and in his Supplement to the ‘Index Ornith-
ologicus,” made use of a number of Watling’s drawings for the deseription of new
species. Mr. Gladstone shows, however, that there are in existence three portfolios
of water color drawings ascribed to Watling: two in the British Museum and one in
the Mitchell Library at Sydney. One of those in the British Museum alone contains
signed drawings by this artist, while the other in that institution apparently has
none of his work; the Sydney set is probably the work of Several artists none of whom
is certainly identifiable. The first of these sets is the one used by Latham, and is
mentioned as ‘Mr. Lambert’s drawings,” but it includes the work of two or three
other artists as well. As to the origin of its Watling’s drawings, the author demon-
strates that John White was in correspondence with Lambert and he believes that
many of the paintings sent to Lambert by White were the work of Watling, annotated
by his superiors, but with a complete disregard of the artist.

The new facts here brought to light by this painstaking investigation thus clear up
a number of points in regard to Thomas Watling and his work, but raise additional
and perhaps insoluble questions concerning the actual source of work previously
ascribed to him. The involved nature of the whole matter is reflected in the general
presentation and discussion, from which the reader finds difficulty in arriving at the
final conclusions, a difficulty which the author might perhaps have obviated by add-
ing a clear summary of his findings.—G. M. A.

‘Native Bird Songs.’—This is one of the latest records of bird songs to come from
the Cornell Ornithological Laboratory where Mr. Brand has made such noteworthy
contributions to the methods of recording wild bird songs. This record! is far supe-
rior to any of the older recordings which have been on the market. The following
birds are included, each with a representative variety of songs and call notes: Hermit
Thrush, Wood Thrush, Brown Thrasher, Whip-poor-will, Field Sparrow, Phoebe,
Black-capped Chickadee and Loon. Between the various songs are inserted vocal
explanations and deseriptions; and, as is natural in a commercial record, these com-
ments are designed for the average layman rather than for those already familiar
with the birds’ songs.

1 Native Bird Songs. Recorded from Nature by A. R. Brand and the Laboratory of
Ornithology, Cornell University. Victor record No. 25765.
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At some points, the records are startlingly realistic. Sitting in an easy-chair, one
almost sees the sunset reflected in the quiet waters as the Loon sends his echoes rolling
back and forth across the mountain lake; and when the Whip-poor-will breaks the
stillness of the evening one can fairly feel the dew on the grass—and the bites of the
mosquitoes. Background noise has been reduced to a minimum in this record, pre-
sumably by a painstaking selection of the best songs from a vast number of recordings.
In fact the mechanical noise from any but the very best of phonographs is louder
than any extraneous noises originating in the record itself. A more serious limitation
on recordings of bird notes is imposed by the fact that very few commercial pick-ups
will reproduce notes of higher pitch than about 3000 vibrations per second. For after
the record has been played a few times with steel needles, the weight of the head has
marred the delicate contours of the groove which reproduce the higher frequencies.
Since many bird songs have a considerable component of higher frequency that 3000
cycles, this causes some distortion, even though the records may originally have been
almost perfect. This, however, is a defect of our phonographs, and has nothing to
do with the most excellent recording which Mr. Brand and his associates have ac-
complished. No ornithologist can consider himself up to date in his knowledge of
bird-song recordings who is not familiar with these records.—D. R. GrIFFIN.

Menegaux’s ‘Oiseaux de France’ is the thirty-first of a series of small popular
handbooks of natural history, issued by Paul Lechavalier of Paris. Of this work,
projected to form four volumes, the present! is the third, and covers the ‘“Ordre de
Coraciiformes’” (in which the author chooses to include the rollers, kingfishers, bee-
eaters, hoopoe, nightjars and swifts) and part of the “Ordre de Passeriformes,”
taking in the swallows, Old World warblers, wrens, waxwing, grass warblers, shrikes
and thrushes. The fourth volume will include the remaining passerine species. The
volume here noticed, consists of two parts. In the first, paged in Roman numerals,
are the diagnoses of orders, families and genera, followed in each case, where there is
more than one species in France, by a key. The second part, paged in Arabic numer-
als, consists of an atlas of sixty-four colored plates, and additional plates in black and
white from drawings or from photographs. In the first part many of the species are
listed by name only, with a reference to the plate in the atlas, where, on a facing page,
is found the particular account, giving French and Latin name, names in other
languages, brief description of plumages, measurements and biology. In the case of
the unfigured species, this matter is usually placed in the first part following the name.
There is thus a confused arrangement, making it at first difficult to find the desired
account, while a supplement to the text of the plates at the back of the book, further
aggravates the trouble. However, there is a table of contents and an index. The
colored plates are by Eudes and in most cases show the male and female and as an
inset in one corner, the egg, of each bird. Although some of the subjects look as if
drawn from poorly mounted specimens and most of the poses are stiff, yet the deli-
cacy of coloring and composition and the indications of the habitat of each have a
certain charm such as only a French artist could give, and this goes far to make up
for any shortcomings. As a popular and inexpensive handbook of the birds of France
this rather attractive little set should prove useful to amateur field ornithologists in
identifying their native species.—G. M. A.

1 Menegaux, A, Les Oiseaux de France. Volume III Passereaux (tome II). Encyclo-
pédie Pratique du Naturaliste XXXI. Sm. 8vo, pp. dix-dcxiii; atlas, pp. 144267, 1937,
Paul Lechavalier, ed., 12 rue de Tournon, Paris 6e. Price 60 fcs.
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86: 244-247, pls. 12-13, Apl. 1938.—Describes the previously unknown male of
the frogmouth, B. pokiolophus of Sumatra, with remarkably fine photographs of
the male on its nest and of a pair of the Javan B. javensis resting crosswise on a perch.

BeeBr, Witriam. Flight rhythm. Bull. New York Zool. Soc., 40: 116-118, fig.,
1937.—In pelicans and cormorants.

BeeBE, WirriaM. Recent notes on Bermuda birds. Proe. Linn. Soc. New York,
no. 48 for 1936, 60-65, 1937.—Screech Owl, Palm Warbler, Purple Grackle are
new records for the group; a second specimen of the Bermuda Petrel or Cahow was
picked up dead in 1935.

BeeBg, Wirriam. Why do birds have scales on their legs? Bull. New York Zool.
Soc., 41: 20-22, 2 figs., 1938.

BenLk, WirLiam H. A new race of Horned Lark from the region of Great Salt
Lake. Condor, 40: 89, 1938.—Otocoris alpestris utahensis subsp. nov.

Benson, C. W. [Two new birds from Nyasaland.] Bull. British Ornith. Club, 68:
112-113, May 27, 1938.—New are: Anomalospiza imberbis nyasae and Oihyphanles
stuhlmanni nyikae.

Berrioz, J. [A new species of Formicariidae.] Bull. British Ornith. Club, 58: 90-91,
May 12, 1938.—Pithys castanea from Andoas, lower Pastaza, eastern Ecuador.
BerTEEL, RUssEL. Banding Night Herons. Flicker, Minneapolis, 10: 11-12, May
1938.—Four recoveries of birds banded in 1936 and 1937 in northern Ramsey
County, Minnesota; three were of young birds that had flown north from the
colony later in the same season, and one of a bird found dead in Cuba in the

autumn of the following year.

Biges, 0. S. The Passenger Pigeon (Columba migratoria). Oologist, 55: 26-32,
Mar, 1938.—Review of its history.

Birckreap, Huen. [New name for Urocissa erythrorhyncha caerulea Birckhead
not Gould.] Bull. British Ornith. Club, 68: 71-72, Mar. 4, 1938.—U. e. alticola
Birckhead of northwestern Yunnan,

Bissonnerre, TrOMAS H., aAND CskcH, ALBERT G. December-hatched pheasants
lay in July on normal daylight. Science, new ser., 88: 35, July 8, 1938.

Brack, Cyrus A. Some 1937 notes on Whooping Cranes and other birds. Neb-
raska Bird Review, 6: 12, Apl. 20, 1938.—About 159 Whooping Cranes is tbe
total seen in the spring of 1937 in Nebraska by various observers.

BrercHLY, J. D.  Some observations on the breeding-habits of birds., British Birds,
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32: 8-12, June 1, 1938.—With tables of incubation periods, fledgling periods and
mortality of young in various British birds.

Boase, HENrY. Further notes on the habits of the Sheld-duck. British Birds, 31:
367-371, May 1, 1938.

Bonp, James. Nesting of the White-winged Crossbill. Canadian Field-Nat., 52:
3-5, figs., Jan. 1938.—In the Magdalen Islands.

Boyp, A. W. Notes from reservoirs and sewage farms. British Birds, 31: 376-379,
May 1, 1938.—Ducks, shorebirds, crows and wagtails frequenting these places.
Branoon, T. Notes on the hawks observed in the upper North of South Australia
during 1937. So. Australian Ornithologist, 14: 153-160, pl. 7, Apl. 1, 1938.—
Among others, the nesting of a pair of Peregrine Falcons is described, in the

Flinders Range. Remains of a parrot (Melopsittacus) were found at the nest.

Brant, IrviNg. ‘“‘Sportsmen’s” heaven is hell for ducks. Emergency Conservation
Comm., New York, publ. no. 71, 14 pp., June 1938.

Brown, R. H. Breeding-habits of the Dunlin. British Birds, 31: 362-366, May 2,
1938.—On Solway Firth.

Brown, R. H. Notes on the Land Rail. British Birds, 32: 13-16, June 1, 1938.—
Breeding habits.

Bryant, C. E. A note on the Black Honeyeater. Emu, 37: 176-178, pls. 29-30,
Jan. 1, 1938.

BurreicH, THOMAS D. The birds of Athens, Clarke County, Georgia. Occasional
Paper, no. 1, Georgia Ornith. Soc., 35 pp., Feb. 1938.—A carefully annotated list
of birds, with nesting and migration dates.

Cassipy, JAMEs. A chat about the Tui of New Zealand. Avieult. Mag., (5) 3: 126-
129, May 19388.—Prosthemadera novaeseelandiae of New Zealand. It was domesti-
cated by the Maoris and taught to talk.

Cassipy, JAMES. Australian bird-beauties. Avicult. Mag., (5) 3: 130-136, May
1938.

Creranp, J. B. Birds noted in the North Flinders Ranges in May, 1937. So.
Australian Ornithologist, 14: 115-117, Jan, 1, 1938.

CrELAND, J. B. Notes on birds seen between Alice Springs and the Granites in
August, 1936. So. Australian Ornithologist, 14: 126-128, Jan. 1, 1938.

CreranD, J. B. [On the coincidence of nesting with the irregularity of rains in
Central Australia.] Bull. British Ornith. Club, 68: 88-90, May 12, 1938.

CowmproN, LAWRENCE V. The pterylosis of the Falconiformes with special attention
to the taxonomic position of the Osprey. Univ. of California Publ. Zool., 42:
173-212, 17 text-figs., 1938.—It is concluded that the Osprey represents a distinet
family, Pandionidae, of the suborder Cathartae.

Conpon, H. T. Some birds of the south and central Australian border. So. Au-
stralian Ornithologist, 14: 146-151, Apl. 1, 1938.

Corram, CLARENCE, aND Hanson, Harorp C. Food habits of some arctic birds
and mammals. Zool. Ser. Field Mus. Nat. Hist., 20: 405-426, June 14, 1938.—
Among others, the Dovekie was found to feed chiefly on small erustaceans, with
a small amount of fish.

Cowan, Ian McTaceart. Distribution of the races of the Williamson Sapsucker
in British Columbia. Condor, 40: 128-129, fig. 36, May 17, 1938.

CruUICkSHANK, ALLaN D. The ornithological year 1935 in the New York region.
Proe. Linn. Soc. New York, for 1936: 66-95, Oct. 31, 1937.—A review of the bird
life for the year with an annotated list of species.

Cusuing, JoBN E., JR. The status of the Fox Sparrow of southwestern Oregon.
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Condor, 40: 73-76, figs. 27-28, Mar. 15, 1938.—The breeding race is not megarhyn-
chus as supposed, but an intergrade of mariposae type.

DanrortH, STUART T. A revision of the West Indian races of Loxigilla nociis
(Linnaeus). Journ. Agric., Univ. of Puerto Rico, 21: 225-232, Apl. 1937.—Eight
races of this bird are recognized in addition to one new race, L. n. desiradensis
from the Island of Degirade.

DanrorTH, StuarRT T. Ornithological investigations in Vieques Island, Puerto
Rico, during December, 1935. Journ. Agric., Univ. of Puerto Rico, 21: 539-5650,
Oct. 1937.

Danrorta, STuaRT T. The races of Oreopeleia mystacea (Temminck). Proc. Biol.
Soc. Washington, b1: 73-74, May 19, 1938.—The Bridled Quail Dove of St.
Croix is deseribed as a new race, beattys.

Drienan, H. G. A review of the soutbern (melanostigma) group of the Red-headed
Laughing-thrush, Garrulax erythrocephalus (Vigors), with descriptions of two new
races from Siam. Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 61: 87-92, May 19, 1938.——New:
G. e. schistaceus from Doi Chiengdao, Chiengmai province; G. a. subconnectens
from Phu Kha, Nan province,

DeieNan, H. G. A new flower-pecker from the Malay Peninsula. Proe. Biol. Soc.
Washington, 51: 97-98, May 19, 1938.—Dicaeum ignipectus dolichorhynchum from
summit of Khao Nom Plu, peninsular Siam.

DELAcOUR, J. The Velvet Scoter in captivity. Avieult. Mag., (5) 3: 129-130, May
1938.—Not yet bred in captivity.

DickErsoN, L. M. The western frontier of the European Starling in the United
States as of February, 1937. Condor, 40: 118-123, fig. 34, May 17, 1938.—
Breeding range now probably to eastern Texas and winter range to western Texas.

Duncan, A. B.  The Magpie in Scotland. The Scottish Naturalist, no. 231: 65-79,
1938.

Eviior, SAMUEL A., Jr, Spring in the [Connecticut] Valley. Bull. Massachusetts
Audubon Soc., 22: 4-6, June 1938.

ENpRIGREIT, A. Fressen Haubentaucher Friosche oder Froschlarven? Journ. f.
Ornith., 86: 251-254, fig. 1-2, Apl. 1938.—The Crested Grebe is shown to be the
host of a parasitic trematode, T'ylodelphys clavaia, which is smaller than the allied
excavata, 8 parasite of the Stork. The intermediate hosts of both are fish, rather
than frogs.

EricgsoN, Mary M. Territory, annual ecycle, and numbers in a population of
Wren-tits (Chamaea fasciata). Univ. of California Publ. Zool., 42: 247-334, 16
figs., pls. 9-14, 1938.

ErrineToN, PauL L., AND HamesTrOM, F. N, JR. Observations on the effect of
a spring drought on reproduction in the Hungarian Partridge. Condor, 40: 71-73,
Mar. 15, 1938.—Retardation and decrease in productivity resulted.

Evans, CoarLES, A Bittern uses its coloration. Flicker, Minneapolis, 10: 5, May
1938.

Fazsricivs, Eric. Nigra iakttagelser rorande viggens, Nyroca fuligula (L.), bero-
ende av mésfiglarna sdsom hiickfigel i skirgarden. Ornis Fennica, 14: 115-125,
1937 (with German abstract).—This duck in southwestern Finland was found to
nest usually on islands where colonies of terns were breeding, because, as the author
suggests, the latter afford a certain protection in driving off marauding crows and
other nest-robbers. A similar habit was noted in the case of eiders and scoters.

Farra, R. A. Crested Penguins in Western Australia. Emu, 37: 197-200, 1 fig.,
Jan, 1, 1938.
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Finvayson, H. H. Notes on some birds seen on Flinders and other islands off the
Eyre Peninsula coasts, February—March, 1937. So. Australian Ornithologist, 14:
141-146, Apl. 1, 1938.

GaruinGg, Max. Einige Bemerkungen iiber die Brutvégel der Berliner Rieselfelder.
Beitr. z. Fortpflanzungsbiol. d. Vigel, 14: 13-20, Jan. 1938.

Grapkov, N. A. Die adaptive Bedeutung der Alula bei den Vogeln. Bull. Soc. des
Naturalistes, Moscou, sect. biol., new ser., 46: no. 5, 272-279, 8 figs., 1937.—In
Russian with German resumé. The function of the alula is to increase the lifting
power in flying up, and in alighting, and is analogous in effect to the aileron at the
front edge of the wing of an airplane.

Gorpon, SETON. Incubation-period of the Peregrine. British Birds, 32: 18, June
1, 1938.—A set of four eggs completed April 15 showed on May 18 two newly
hatched young and one egg. The hatching took place five weeks after the laying
of the first egg.

Grant, C. H. B., AND MackworTH-PRAED, C. W. [On the status of Viridibucco
simplex and V. leucomystaz.] Bull. British Ornith. Club, 58: 77-78, Mar. 4, 1938.—
Additional specimens from Tanganyika Territory and Kenya Colony confirm the
specific distinctness of these birds.

Grant C. H. B., aAND MackworTtH-PrAED, C. W. [On the status of six African
birds.] Bull. British Ornith. Club, 68: 82-84, Apl. 4, 1938.—Barbatula kandti is a
synonym of B. b. jacksoni; Barbatula leucolaima urungensis is a synonym of B. b.
nyansae; Lybius guifsobalilo ugandae and Lybius melanoplerus didymus are unten-
able; Buccanodon belcheri is a race of B, oltvaceum; the type locality of Trachyphonus
erythrocephalus shelleyi is Goolis Mountains, British Somaliland.

Grant, C. H. B., AND Macworta-PraED, C. W. [On African birds.] Bull. British
Ornith. Club, 68: 116-119, May 27, 1938.—Pogoniulus bilineatus conciliator be-
comes a synonym of the typical race; three races of Trachyphonus erythrocephalus
are recognized; on the type localities of Indicaior variegatus and I. minor, of the
latter of which I. m. teitensis is made a synonym.

GreeN, WiLLiam E., AND HENDRICKSON, GEORGE O. The European Partridge in
north-central Towa. JIowa Bird Life, 8: 18-22, fig., June 1938.—Increase in recent
years.

GRINNELL, JoSEPH, AND BEHLE, WiLLiam H. A new race of titmouse, from the
Kern Basin of California. Condor, 89: 225-226, 1937.—Baeolophus inornatus
zaleptus subsp. nov.

GriscoM, LupLow. A phenomenal spring migration. Bull. Massachusetts Audu-
bon Soe., 22: 1-3, June 1938.—In eastern New England, 1938.

Grote, H. Die Vigel von Franz-Josepb-Land. Beitr. z. Fortpflanzungsbiol. d.
Vogel, 14: 1-8, Jan. 1938.—List of the twenty-six species recorded from the island,
of which fourteen are known to breed there.

Gumvarazs, L. R., aNp Lang, FrepERIcO. Contribuicdes para o conhecimento das
Mallophagas das aves do Brasil. VI.—Novas especies parasitas de Tinamiformes.
Revista do Museu Paulista, 23: 1-21, pls. 1-4, Aug. 30, 1937.—Describes four new
species and two new races of Mallophaga from South American tinamus.

HasrrmaN, Lars von. Till kinnedomen om viggens, Nyroca fuligula (L.), hick-
ningspsykologi i skirgdrden. Ornis Fennica, 14: 125-134, 5 figs., 1937 (with
German abstract).—On the breeding psychology of this duck in associating with
terns and gulls for protection from egg-robbing species,

Hacaisuka, THE MARrQUEss. [A new Kaleege Pheasant, Gennacus moffitti.] Bull.
British Ornith. Club, 58: 91-93, May 12, 1938.—Described from aviary specimens
believed to have come from southern Tibet.
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Harvey, W. O. The East African Pitta (Pitta longipennis Reichenow). Ibis, (14)
2: 335-337, Apl. 1938.—Distribution, status and habits.

HaverscaMipT, Fr. Einige Beobachtungen itber das Brutgeschiift des Kleinen und
Grossen Buntspechts. Beitr. z. Fortpflanzungsbiol. d. Vigel, 14: 9-13, Jan. 1938.
—Breeding habits of these woodpeckers.

Herricx, EArL H., anp Torstvelr, OLAF. Some effects of adrenalectomy in fowls.
Endocrinology, 22: 469473, 4 figs., Apl. 1938.—Conclude that the adrenal glands
have an important effect in maintaining the testes.

Hickey, Josera J., AND WiLcox, LERoY. On the nesting of the Black Skimmer in
New York State. Proe. Linn. Soc. New York, for 1936: 98-99, Oct. 31, 1937.—
The discovery of a nesting pair off Fisher’s Island with a single egg on August 11,
1919, is now confirmed. On July 31, 1936, a group of five pairs was nesting at
Moriches Inlet.

Hrrcrcock, W. B. Late nesting notes, ete. So. Australian Ornithologist, 14: 151~
153, Apl. 1, 1938.

Hoescr, W. Ornithologische Beobachtungen auf einer Fahrt ins Etoscha-Gebiet
(SW. Afrika). Journ. f. Ornith., 86: 222-233, 7 figs., Apl. 1938.—DBrief notes on
birds of the desert region of Southwest Africa.

Howarp, HipEcarDE. The Rancho La Brea Caracara: a new species. Carnegie
Inst. Washington, Publ. no. 487: 217-240, 3 pls., July 7, 1938.—Numerous re-
mains now indicate the distinctness of the Rancho la Brea bird, here named Poly-
borus prelulosus.

HupsoN, GEORGE E., AND oTHERS. Some recent range extensions of the European
Starling in Nebraska. Nebraska Bird Review, 6: 4-7, Apl. 20, 1938.—Brief notes
by various contributors on recent extension of range in Nebraska.

Huzry, LavrENnce M. A species [Puffinus tenuirostris] new to the known avifauna
of Lower California. Condor, 40: 128, May 17, 1938.

Huzry, Lavrexce M. Frank Stephens, pioneer. Condor, 40: 101-110, fig. 31-32,
May 17, 1938,

Inone, M. On the breeding of Sitta europaea clara Stejneger. Tori, Bull. Ornith.
Soc. Japan, 9: 473-477, fig. 152-155, Dec. 1937 (Japanese text).

IrEpALE, ToM. The question of species. Emu, 87: 179-181, Jan. 1, 1938.

Jamves, RicHarD. Breeding British birds. Avicult. Mag., (5) 3: 141-143, May
1938.—Redpoll steals nest material; Bramble Finch would swallow canary chicks
whole.

Jourpain, F. C. R. Share of sexes in incubation of the Dipper. British Birds, 31:
380-381, May 1, 1938.-—Female normally alone incubates.

Kazano, T. Two new records of birds from Formosa. Tori, Bull. Ornith. Soec.
Japan, 10: 10-13, fig. 1-4, June 1938 (Japanese text).

Key, Hivron J. A Little Falcon (Falco longipennis) kills a bat. So. Australian
Ornithologist, 14: 122, Jan. 1, 1938.—One of a colony of bats flushed from their
retreat was caught in midair; other diet.

KinNEAR, N. B. [A new race of babbler from southeastern Tibet.] Bull. British
Ornith. Club, 68: 76-77, March 4, 1938.—Babaz lanceolatus lumsdeni, Charme
district.

KinNeaR, N, B. [A new name, Stachyris guttata tonkinensts, proposed for Thringo-
rhina guttala diluta Kinnear.] Bull. British Ornith. Club, 68: 82, Apl. 4, 1938.
Kozrova, E. V. Field observations on the breeding of the Herring-Gull (Larus
argeniatus ponticus) on the Caspian Sea. Ibis, (14) 2: 245-254, pls. 3-4, Apl. 1938.

—Habits of adults and young.
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Kuropa, N. Notes on the Java Sparrow. Tori, Bull. Ornith. Soc. Japan, 9: 478~
483, pl. 9, Dec. 1937.—Plate in color illustrating seasonal changes.

Kuropa, N. On a melanistic example of Tribura luteoventris from Formosa. Tori,
Bull. Orith. Soe. Japan, 10: 3-9, pl. 1, June 1938.—With English resumé; the
colored plate shows normal plumages of young and adult, and a dark-breasted
individual.

Kuropa, N. Ducks of Lake Ashi, Hakone, Hondo. Tori, Bull. Ornith. Soc. Japan,
10: 37-40, fig. 6, 7, June 1938.

LinspaLg, JEaN M. Observations on waterbirds in California. California Fish and
Game, 24: 143, 8 figs., Jan. 1938.—The State can no longer carry the same num-
ber of waterfowl as when it was first settled. Suggestions for improvement of
present conditions.

Low, CarmicEAEL. [Pheasants and a partridge showing perversion of plumage.]
Bull. British Ornith. Club, 68: 86-88, May 12, 1938.—In females showing male
plumage, degenerative or pathological changes were found in the ovary. It is
believed that when the ovarian hormone disappears a testicular one, due to
development of testicular tissue, takes its place. The reverse, a male taking on
female plumage, may be the result of a partially hermaphroditic condition.

Lowe, Percy R. Some anatomical and other notes on the systematic position of
the genus Picathartes, together with some remarks on the families Sturnidae and
Eulabetidae. Ibis, (14) 2: 254-269, pls. 5-6, figs. 2-3, Apl. 1938.—This bald-
headed bird of the forests of the Gold Coast and Cameroons, West Africa, proves
to be a starling rather than a crow. The author divides the Sturnidae into four
subfamilies, of which this bird constitutes a member of the Picathartinae. To this
subfamily belong Sarcops of the Philippines, Mino of New Guinea, and Creatophora
of Bast Africa and Arabia. Here is another case of affinity between a West Afri-
can and a far-Eastern species.

Lowsry, G. H.,, JR. A new grackle of the Cassidix mexicanus group. Occas.
Papers Mus. Zool., Louisiana State Univ., no. 1, 11 pp., May 4, 1938.—Describes
as new the Mesquite Grackle, Cassidiz mezicanus prosopidicola of the Gulf Coast of
southeastern Texas and northeastern Mexico.

MacDonaLp, J. D.  Systematic notes on some African barbets. Ibis, (14) 2: 346—
349, Apl. 1938.—Lists the races and distribution of races of Pogoniulus chryso-
comus and Lybius undatus.

MackworTHE-PrAED, C. W, AND GrANT, C. H. B. Systematlc notes on East African
birds.—Part XVIIL Ibis, (14) 2: 333-335, Apl. 1938.—On the races of Striz
woodfordit and on the distribution of the Orange Thrushes.

MacPuERsoN, A. Houre.  Birds of inner London. British Birds, 31: 8372-375, May
1, 1938.

MarsHaLL, A. J. On the occurrence of Larus marinus in Spitsbergen. Ibis, (14)
2: 341-342, Apl. 1938.—A lone bird taken in late July at Klass Billen Bay.

MangeLs, Freperick P, Colored bands. Methods for using bands and arranging
data. Bird-banding, 9: 94-97, 6 figs., Apl. 1938.

MateEWs, GREGORY M. Overlooked names of European birds from the ‘Analyst’
and from the ‘Ornithological Guide.” Ibis, (14) 2: 321-331, Apl. 1938.—In these
two rare works many new names were proposed, some of which prove to be valid.

Mavuve, Lurz. Der Zug der Grossvogel iiber den Bosporus. Journ. f. Ornith., 86:
261-301, 9 figs., Apl. 1938.—The region of the Bosporus is traversed in migration
only by those raptorial birds and storks that naturally avoid crossing large bodies
of water (as the Mediterranean Sea), and in this the peculiar conformation of the

[ T T
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land causing favorable upward currents makes it of especial attraction to soaring
species. The various factors involved are discussed and illustrated by maps and
diagrams. Noted by Belonius nearly four hundred years ago.

MaxweLrL, P. H. Bernstein’s Ground-cuckoo (Ceniropus bernsteini). Avicult. Mag.,
(5) 3: 125, pl., May 1938.—Photograph of a live bird from New Guinea in the
London Zoo.

Mavaup, NofrL. Some notes on shearwaters. Ibis, (14) 2: 343-345, Apl. 1938.—
No P. yelkouan has yet been recorded from the Atlantic.

Mavr, Ernst. The birds of the Vernay-Hopwood Chindwin Expedition. Ibis,
(14) 2: 277-320, Apl. 1938.—Lists the birds secured in Upper Burma. New forms
described are: Rhopodytes tristis saliens (Chapa, Tonkin) and Caprimulgus macru-
rus hatnanus from Cheteriang, Island of Hainan.

MEINERTZHAGEN, R. [Four new birds from Asia.] Bull. British Ornith. Club, 68:
94-96, May 12, 1938.—New are: Aegypius monachus dantelli from Changai,
Mongolia; Parus 1ufonuchalis blanchardi from Gardez forest, Afghanistan; Ery-
thrina synotca salimalit from Akrobat, Afghanistan; and Siffa neumayer subcaeru-
leus from Haibak, Afghan Turkestan,

MirreR, ApeNn H. Hybridization of Juncos in captivity. Condor, 40: 92-93,
1938.—A male Red-backed Junco (J. caniceps dorsalis) mated with a Point Pinos
Junco (J. oreganus pinosus) and in two seasons nested three times. The young in
no instance were raised to maturity, a result probably of improper conditions due
to captivity.

MicLer, LovE. A study of the skull of the Pleistocene stork, Ciconia maltha
Miller. Trans. San Diego Soc. Nat. Hist., 8: 455-462, pl. 37, May 31, 1938.—
Confirms its assignment to the genus Ciconia.

MriLrER, Loye, aAND Howarp, HILDEGARDE. The status of the extinet condor-like
birds of the Rancho La Brea Pleistocene. Publ. Univ. California at Los Angeles,
1:169-176, pl. 2, 2 figs., 1938.—Cathartornis gracilis is referred to Teratornithidae,
and all specimens previously referred to it, except two tarsometatarsi are other-
wise assigned. A new genus, Breagyps, is erected for Vultur clarki (Miller).

MiraNDaA-RIBEIRO, ALIPIO DE. A Seriema—notas ornithologicas XII. Revista do
Museu Paulista, 23: 35-90, pl. 1-30, Sept. 30, 1937.—A monograph on this aber-
rant type. Four races are recognized including the typical form. The anatomy,
pterylosis, young and adult are illustrated. Its relationships are concluded to be
with the cranes on the one hand, the raptorial birds and the Stereornithes on the
other. Itslong legs are an adaptation to living in open plains.

MiraNDA-RiBEIRO, ALipio DE. Notas ornithologicas (XIII) Tinamidae (Inham-
bis, Jaés, Tabs, Macucos, Codomas, ‘“Perdizes,” etc.). Revista do Museu Paul-
ista, 23: 667-788, pl. 1-18, 1938.—In this monograph the anatomy and systematic
status of seven genera of Brazil are considered, among which the following are
named as new: Nothura schreinert, N. spixt, Orthocrypturus (new genus, type species
Crypturus vartegatus), 0. variegatus superciliosus, Crypturornis obsoleta hynochracea,
C. soui lyardi.

Morrrrt, JaMEs. Environmental factors affecting waterfowl in the Suisun area,
California. Condor, 40: 76-84, Mar, 15, 1938.

Moncrierr, PERRINE. Birds of Nelson Province, New Zealand. Emu, 37: 207-
234, pls. 31-32, Jan. 1, 1938.

Moozrg, RoBert T. New races in the genera of Vireo and Buarremon from Sinaloa.
Proe. Biol. Soc. Washington, 51: 69-72, May 19, 1938.—New are: Vireo pallens
paluster and Buarremon vireniiceps verecundus.
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Moreav, R. E.  [Survival of injury by a young bulbul.] Bull. British Ornith. Club,
58: 113-114, May 27, 1938.

MovusLEy, HENRY. A study of the home life of the Eastern Belted Kingfisher.
Wilson Bull., 50: 3-12, Mar. 1938.

MvurraEY, EUGENE EDMUND. Observations on the bird life of the middle Savannah
Valley 1890-1937. Contrib. Charleston Mus., no. 9, 61 pp., frontispiece, map,
1937.—A briefly annotated list of the birds seen in forty years of observation in
this region on the ‘fall line’ between South Carolina and Georgia. Under Passenger
Pigeon, the last record is of a young male of the year killed September 12, 1893.

MurprY, RoBERT CUsEMAN. Birds collected during the Whitney South Sea Ex-
pedition. XXXVII. On pan-Antarctic terns. Amer. Mus. Novitates, no. 977,
17 pp., fig., May 4, 1938.—The Arctic Tern regularly migrates as far south as the
pack-ice belt of the southern oceans; the immature plumage in this and the Ant-
arctic Tern is discussed and figured.

Mourr, Franz. Gedanken iiber kiinstlerische und wissenschaftliche Tierdarstellung.
Journ. f. Ornith., 86: 255-260, 4 figs., Apl. 1938.—Thoughts on depiction of
natural subjects from the scientific and the artistic points of view.

Paxenmam, R. H. W. [A new race of turaco.] Bull. British Ornith. Ciub, 58: 111—
112, May 27, 1938.—The bird of Zanzibar Island, Jozani Forest, is named Twracus
fischeri zanzibaricus.

ParmerEN, P., Anrqvist, H., LANGENSKIOLD, MARTA, AND LurHER, F. Zur ex-
perimentellen Priifung der Ameisenmimikry. Ornis Fennica, 14: 96-108, 1937.—
Experiments using ants and ant-mimicking spiders offered as food to birds of five
species, showed that while ants were usually refused, so also were their mimics,
either completely or preponderatingly.

PennELL, F. W. An English obituary account of Thomas Nuttall. Bartonia,
(Proc. Philadelphia Bot. Club), no. 19: 51-54, Mar. 8, 1938.—A newly discovered
article on Thomas Nuttall has come to light in the files of biographical separates
at Kew Gardens, in the shape of a sketch of his life prepared for the local news-
paper by his nephew, T. J. Booth. The article supplies some previously unavail-
able data as to his early life, of his being apprenticed at the age of fourteen for a
term of seven years to his uncle, Jonas Nuttall, as a printer, and of his early bot-
anical interest. It appears that it was from this same uncle, not from his father,
that he inherited his estate at Nut-grove Hall.

PinTo, Oriverio. Nova contribuicdo 4 ornithologia Amazonica. Estudo eritico
de uma collecedo de aves do baixo Solimdes e do alto Rio Negro. Revista do Museu
Paulista, 23: 493-604, Jan. 14, 1938.—An account of collections recently made on
the lower Amazon and the upper Rio Negro, Brazil. Of the many species listed,
the following are described as new: Odontophorus gujanensis snethlaget, no type
mentioned, lower Amazon; Cranioleuca solimonensis, from Manacapuru; and
Thryothorus leucotis affinis from Manacapuru.

QuamnTaNce, CHARLES W. Content, meaning, and possible origin of male song in
the Brown Towhee. Condor, 40: 97-101, May 17, 1938.—The function of song is
concluded to be the attraction of a female, after which it ceases.

RaseLER, WERNER. Die nordwestdeutsche Verbreitungsgrenze des Schwarzkehl-
chens und ihre 6kologische Deutung. Journ. f. Ornith., 86: 234-243, Apl. 1938.—
Limiting factors in distribution of Saxicola torquata rubicola.

Ranp, A. L. Results of the Arehbold Expeditions. No. 19. On some non-passerine
New Guinea birds. Amer. Mus. Novitates, no. 990, 15 pp., May 27, 1938.—New
races are: Anhinga rufa papua, Megacrex inepta pallida, Ptilinopus tozonus pseudo-
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humeralis, Geopelia striaia papua, Syma torotoro brevirostris, and Sauromarptis

tyro archboldi, with notes on various rarer species.

~ Ranp, A. L. Results of the Archbold Expeditions. No. 20. On some passerine
New Guinea birds. Amer. Mus. Novitates, no. 991, 20 pp., June 2, 1938.—New
races: are Crateroscelis murine pallida, Megalurus timoriensts muscahs, Rhipidura
rufidorsa kubuna, Myiolestes megarhynchus palmers.

Ranp, A. L. Results of the Archbold Expeditions. No. 21. On some New Guinea
birds. Amer. Mus. Novitates, no. 992, 3 pp., June 2, 1938.—Evidence that Dicru-
rus bracteatus of Australia migrates to southern New Guinea to winter.

Ranp, A. L. Results of the Archbold Expeditions. No. 22. On the breeding habits
of some Birds of Paradise in the wild. Amer. Mus. Novitates, no. 993, 8 pp.,
June 2, 1938.—Manucodia ater may pair monogamously and both sexes share in
nest duties.

REeEeB, ANDRE. Oiseaux rares ou peu connus en Alsace. Observations ornithologi-
ques. Bull. Soc. d’Hist. Nat. de Colmar, new ser., 26: 195-199, 1937.

Rerr, CHARLES. The birds of Frenchman’s Bay [, Maine]. Flicker, Minneapolis,
10: 7-9, May 1938.

Rix, C.E. A trip to Eastern Kangaroo Island. So. Australian Ornithologist, 14:
165-169, Apl. 1, 1938.

RoBerts, N. L. Some ecological aspects of bird life. Part III. Emu, 37: 186-196,
Jan. 1, 1938.

Rowan, WirLiam. London Starlings and seasonal reproduction in birds. Proc.
Zool. Soc. London, ser. A, 108: 51-77, Apl. 22, 1938.—Evidence is given that the
skin of the body is the receptor of stimulation of light rays, which act upon the
pituitary through this medium.

Ryscasrp, G. N. Chukar Partridge in Minnesota. Flicker, Minneapolis, 10: 3-5,
May 1938.—Recently introduced.

ScuAEFER, ErnsT. Ornithologische Ergebnisse zweier Forschungsreisen nach Tibet.
Journ. f. Ornith., 86: Sonderheft, 349 pp., 111 figs., 2 maps, May 2, 1938.—This
special number is devoted to a general account of the habits of birds secured or ob-
served in the highlands of eastern Tibet and on the western borders of China by
the Brooke Dolan Expeditions. The different types of country and their char-
acteristic birds are treated in detail with much of illuminating interest in altitu-
dinal distribution. Among other rare species encountered in Tibet was the finch
Koslowia. Several new races of birds have already been described from this
collection.

ScHAEFER, HELMUT. Wovon ernihrt sich der Ubu im Gebirge? Beitr. z. Fort-
pflanzungsbiol. d. Vogel, 14: 21-25, Jan. 1938.—Food of the Eagle Owl in the
central Carpathians, found to be largely of mammals.

ScHORGER, A. W. The great Wisconsin Passenger Pigeon nesting of 1871. Proc.
Linn. Soc. New York, for 1936: 1-26, Oct. 31, 1937.—An estimated number of
one hundred thirty-six million birds was involved in this great nesting.

SeEpewick, Eric H. Notes from Nangeenan, Western Australia. Emu, 37: 172—
175, Jan. 1, 1938.

ServeENnTY, D. L, The King Parrot of Western Australia—Purpureicephalus spurius
(Kuhl, 1820). Emu, 37: 169-172, pl. 28, Jan. 1, 1938.

SuueL, Ronawp. Notes on the breeding habits of birds near Zaria, N. Nigeria,
with descriptions of their nests and eggs. Ibis, (14) 2: 230-244, Apl. 1938.

SiLvER, ALLEN. Rosefinch hybrids, ete. Avieult. Mag., (5) 3: 137, May 1938.—
Mexican Rosefinch bred to Greenfinch.
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Srrs, Erix.  Uber die Verbreitung des Ortolans, Emberiza hortulana L., in NW—Eesti
(Estland). Ornis Fennica, 14: 90-95, 5 figs., 1937.

SmrtH, J. Breeding notes from New Zealand and Australia. Avie. Mag., (5) 3:
107-109, Apl. 1938.—Rearing parrots; Galahs relished earthworms, for which they
dug.

Syarh, K. D.  Notes on Corsican birds. Ibis, (14) 2: 345-346, Apl. 1938.

SouraERN, H. N. The spring migration of the Swallow over Europe. British Birds,
32: 4-7, pl. 1 (map), June 1, 1938.—The Swallow (Hirundo rustica) tends to follow
the average isotherm of 48° F. northward, lagging slightly behind in late March,
but by April 1 showing a remarkable coincidence until May 1, “except for a rather
quicker spread of the migrants over Central Europe. Beyond this date the iso-
thermal lines are left considerably behind and at Varanger” they are a month
ahead.

SranrForp, J. K., anp Ticerurst, Craup B. On the birds of northern Burma.—
Part II. Ibis, (14) 2: 197-229, Apl. 1938.

STEINBACHER, GEORG. The successful breeding of the Hammerhead and the Boat-
billed Night Heron in the Berlin Zoo. Avie. Mag., (5) 3: 101-103, Apl. 1938.

StewarT, W. Bird notes from upper Loch Fyne. The Scottish Naturalist, no.
231: 81, 1938.

StorER, TraCY I.  Relations between man and birds in western Europe. Condor,
40: 63-70, figs. 23-25, Mar. 15, 1938.—Bird protection, game management, and
sale.

StRESEMANN, ErRwiN, MEIsE, W., AND SCHONWETTER, M. Aves Beickianae. Bei-
trige zur Ornithologie von Nordwest-Kansu nach den Forschungen von Walter
Beick (1) in den Jahren 1926-1933. Journ. f. Ornith., 86: 171-221, Apl. 1938.—
Conclusion of this review of the collections made in Kansu by the late Walter
Beick; covers the swifts, woodpeckers, cuckoos, raptorial birds, waterfowl, shore-
birds and pheasants. '

SvomaraINEN, HEikki. The effect of temperature on the sexual activity of non-
migratory birds, stimulated by artificial lighting. Ornis Fennica, 14: 108-112, 7
figs., 1937.—Negative effect of temperature but positive effect of lighting is shown.

Taranasui, T. On the unrecorded birds from South Saghalien. (I). Tori, Bull.
Ornith. Soc. Japan, 9: 454-472, fig. 143-151, Dec. 1937.

TAvVvERNER, P. A. An explanation of the local variations occurring in the Great
Horned Owls. Nebraska Bird Review, 6: 8-9, Apl. 20, 1938.—The author finds
that occasionally winter wanderers remain to breed in localities far from their
usual range so that mongrels of two races may thus be produced. This results from
the fact that the movements of these birds are more in the nature of wanderings
than of regular migration. Tbe case in a way parallels that brought out by Gris-
com for the crossbills.

TromsoN, A. LanpsBoroUGH. [On the migration of the Pintail.] Bull. British
Ornith. Club, 58: 109-110, May 27, 1938.—Review of Russian results.

Tour, WiLson. Birds of the Crescent Lake Migratory Bird Refuge. Nebraska
Bird Review, 6: 1-4, Apl. 20, 1938.

Upacawa, I. Two rare birds from Saitama, Hondo, Japan. Tori, Bull. Ornith.
Soc. Japan, 10: 14, pl. 2, June 1938.

Voer, WirLiam. Intimidation display in the Eastern Meadowlark. Proc. Linn. Soc.
New York, for 1936: 96, Oct. 31, 1937.—An exchange of displays between two
male birds on territory.

WEBB, C. S. The Bufi-throated Sunbird (Chalcomitra adelberti). Avie. Mag., (5)
3: 97-98, col. pl., Apl. 1938.
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Warrg, C. M. N. [On the cuckoo-shrike, Coracina novachollandiae.] Bull. British
Ornith. Club, 58: 72-75, Mar. 4, 1938.—In addition to the typical race of Tasmania
(migrating to Australia), only one other seems valid, C. n. melanops, of Australia
except northern Queensland, migrating to New Guinea and sundry islands of
Oceania in winter.

Wurtg, C. M. N. 1. The races of Glossopsitia concinna (Shaw). 2. The races of
Geopelia striata in Australia. Bull. British Ornith. Club, §8: 114-115, May 27,
1938.

WintERBOTTOM, J. M. Further notes on some Northern Rhodesian birds. Ibis,
(14) 2: 269-277, Apl. 1938.—Among other notes of local movements, the Black-
chested Coucal disappears after the rainy season, and the Racket-tailed Roller
becomes uncommon during that period.

WirsersY, H. F. Additions and alterations to the British list. British Birds, 32:
2-3, June 1, 1938.

WyrHE, MARGARET W. The White-throated Sparrow in western North America.
Condor, 40: 110-116, fig. 33, May 17, 1938.—Summarizes the many records of
‘accidentals’ west of 100th meridian, and regards these as ‘scouts’ which may
eventually show the way to the regular establishment of the species, as least as a
winter resident in California.

YamasuiNna, Marquis. On the Formosan birds collected by Mr. H. Orii. Tori,
Bull. Ornith. Soe. Japan, 9: 373430, Dec. 1937 (Japanese text).

Yamasaina, Marquis. A new genus of the owl. Tori, Bull. Ornith. Soc. Japan,
10: 1-2, June, 1938.—Pyrroglauz proposed for Noctua podargine, an endemic
species of the Pelew Islands.

Yamasaina, MarQuis, AND Yamapa, N.  Nidification of Formosan birds. 1. Tori,
Bull. Ornith. Soc. Japan, 9: 431-469, pl. 8, fig. 121-142, Dec. 1937 (English text).



