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GENERAL NOTES 

E•.stern Brown Pelic•.n in North D•.kot•..--On August 6, 1937, a Brown 
Pelican was observed by Messrs. Merrill C. Hammond and Max S. Jensen. They 
reported seeing the bird twice that day in Deep River at the edge of the Lower 
Souris Refuge, in Bottineau County, North Dakota. Mr. Hammond and Mr. Jensen 
are employed by the U.S. Bureau of Biological Survey for biological work, princi- 
pally nesting studies and cover mapping, and are both qualified observers of water- 
fowl. Later I observed the bird myself, in about the same place. I had the oppor- 
tunity to study it at close range with the aid of a Bausch & Lomb 7 x 35 binocular. 
I could readily make out every detail, and from the dull grayish color of the g•lar 
pouch determined that it was the Eastern variety, Pelecanus occidentalis occidentalis. 
It seemed to prefer to be alone, and carefully avoided the company of the numerous 
White Pelicans present. So far as we are able to determine, this is the first record of 
a Brown Pelican in this State.--C. J. HENnY, U.S. Biological Survey, Washington, 
D.C. 

Double-crested Cormorant in Delaware.--On July 5, 1937, eight Double- 
crested Cormorants (Phalacrocoraz a. auritus) flew over my head as I was walking 
through the marshes of Assawoman Bay, about a mile west of the Fenwick Island 
Lighthouse Bridge, in Delaware. Since Harrison F. Lewis ('The Natural History of 
the Double-crested Cormorant,' p. 17, 1929) gives no summer records for Delaware, I 
feel that this record is worth recording.--RoBEnT C. MCCLAN.•tA_•, U.S. Biological 
Survey, Washington, D.C. 

Whistling Swan in New H•.mpshire.--0n December 3, 1937, seven Whistling 
Swans (Cygnus columbianus) appeared at Hinsdale Pond in southwestern Cheshire 
County, New Hampshire, and settled in the open water. While they concentrated on 
this piece of water, they were reported as being seen several times on the Connecticut 
River not far distant to the west. They lingered at the pond until late afternoon of 
December 9. In the course of their stay their number was determined to consist of 
three adult birds--two males and a female--with four birds of the year. The reason 
for their continued presence at this pond for a period of six days was believed to be 
because the pond had recently been partly drained, thereby disclosing excellent 
feeding conditions to retain them there. Ice on the borders of the pond was sufficient 
to keep the hundreds of observers from gaining too close an approach. However, 
several persons were enabled to obtain some motion and still pictures of these rare 
birds. Game Protector Mr. Martin and Leemah R. Nelson kept account of the 
birds. The latter observed them on the center of the pond at 4 p.m. on the 9th, 
but at 4 o'clock the next morning they were absent, probably because the pond had 
completely frozen over during the night.--Lmwm 0. SnELLEL East Westmoreland, 
New Hampshire. 

Shovellet breeding in northern Al•.b•.m•..--The Shovellet (Spatula clypeata) 
is, for the most part, a northern breeding duck, with occasional and usually local 
southern breeding areas. Thus Bent ('North American Wild Fowl,' part 1), after 
giving the northern breeding localities, lists: "Kansas (probably local); northwest 
New Mexico (Lake Buford); central Arizona (Mogollon Mountains) and southern 
California (Los Angeles Co.); rarely and locally in Texas (Bexar Co. and East Ber- 
nard) and perhaps in northern Mexico." Ganier does not give any records of its 
breeding in Tennessee, where it is a fairly common to rare transient and a winter 



[Auk 272 General Notes lApril 

resident. No breeding record is mentioned by Howell ('Birds of Alabama') for 
Alabama; hence this note. 

Wheeler Dam, located across the Lauderdale-Lawrence County line in northern 
Alabama, was completed and the water impounded early in 1937. This new reservoir 
is some 72 miles in length and has a shoreline of approximately 960 miles. Much of 
it is shallow water, affording excellent areas for ducks as proven during the spring 
migration of 1937, when thousands of ducks of many species frequented the area. 
The following records relate to the Shovellet during the 1937 spring-migration 
period on Wheeler: 

April 14 100 seen in flight 
April 17 50 seen feeding 
April 21 24 seen feeding 
April 25 44 seen feeding 

This migration presence is not unexpected, but the fact that in May broods of young 
were seen, is distinctly unusual. On May 4, two broods of three or four day old 
Shovellets were seen; one brood consisted of nine young, the other of eleven. Both 
were feeding in very shallow water and were within one hundred yards of each other; 
the parents were in attendance. On May 8, another brood of six was seen in shallow 
water of a pond, but was not again located in the vicinity. Again, on July 17, two 
broods of Shovellets were seen in approximately the same location as the broods of 
May 4--northwest of Decatur, Alabama--and were approximately two-thirds 
grown. They are believed to be the same broods as seen on May 4, but now they 
numbered six and eight young each. At this time the young were growing flight 
feathers and were seen frequently exercising their wings. Thus we have at least one 
very early indication of the possible effect of this newly impounded reservoir on 
waterfowl.--A. R. CAHN AND P•-UL BRYAN, Tennessee Valley Authority, Knoxville, 
Tennessee. 

Blue Duck or Mountain Duck.--When last in New Zealand in 1934, I had an 
opportunity to examine a live and healthy individual of this rare duck at a distance 
of a few yards. Its actions were quite unlike those of any other duck that I have seen 
in life but the most peculiar feature was the plane of the eyes. All other ducks ob- 
serve you with one eye, the head held sideways. In the Blue Duck (Hymenolaimus 
malacorhynchus) the eyes were directed forward; when looking at you it turned its 
bill toward you, the yellow deep-set eyes staring at you from each side of the bill 
just as in a hawk or heron. The effect was most un-duck-like and with its hiding 
habits (the Maoris were said to drag them out from under rocks with hooks) created 
an impression that here was the most aberrant of all ducks. The species is not 
nearly extinct and its whole structure should be carefully investigated. Unfortu- 
nately the authorities in power in New Zealand absolutely,d•scourage any scientific 
work that necessitates the taking of specimens.--ALLA• BROOKS, Okanagan Landing, 
British Columbia. 

Eclipse in ducks of the southern hemisphere.--In the London 'Field' for 
September 4, 1937, Mr. Richard Perry discusses the eclipse plumage in drakes. He 
says, "The phenomenon of eclipse is peculiar, or nearly so, to drakes breeding in the 
northern hemisphere. American and British ornithologists differ on this point: the 
former state that no drakes eclipse in the southern hemisphere, the latter that 
some do." Phillips, in his 'Natural History of the Ducks,' states in volume 1: 
"None of the males of South American or Australian ducks have an eclipse," but in 


