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thing was to happen to the "Buzzards' Roost Cypress Brake" during the present 
summer, we got in touch with the Tulsa Audubon Society, with Dr. Paul Sears of the 
University of Oklahoma, Dr. Charles Gould of the National Park Service and Mr. 
A. R. Reaves of the State Park Board; through the efforts of these gentlemen, the 
owner agreed not to cut the cypress this year. Messrs. Hugh Davis and Orrin 
Letson of Motmwk Park, Tulsa, made several trips to the heronry; by means of 
85-foot rope ladders they scaled the cypresses and took splendid pictures of the birds. 
They calculated the numbers of nesting birds as follows: Anhinga, 10 pairs; American 
Egrets, 15-20; Ward's Herons, 30-40; Green Herons (Butorides v. virescens), 4; 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron, I pair. 

We certainly hope that Oklahoma will take steps to preserve the nesting place of 
these rare birds and also some tracts of the a•cient and beautiful cypress which is 
fast disappearing before the lumberman's ax.--MARcARET M. NICE, 5708 Kenwood 
Ave., Chicago, Ill. 

Snowy Egret in West Virginia.--During the month of September, 1936, a Snowy 
Egret (Egretta thula) spent most of the time at Lake Terra Alta, Preston County, 
West Virginia, a small artificial body of water, located on top of the Alleghany 
Plateau, at an elevation of about 2700 feet. Several parties of observers from West 
Virginia University visited the lake during the month to see this bird, which was, 
apparently, an adult. The black bill and legs, yellow feet, and entire absence of dark 
feathers in the wings were checked many times, as the egret had a favorite perching 
tree, to which it would almost invariably fly when alarmed, allowing a fairly close 
approach. 

There is one previous West Virginia record for this species, a specimen taken by 
Bibbee along the New River, on the Virginia border. This is the first record for the 
species from northern West Virginia.--MAuRICE BROOKS, West Virginia University, 
Morgantown, W. Va. 

Yellow-crowned Night Heron breeding in northern Illinois.--The Yellow- 
crowned Night Heron (Nyctanassa violacea violacea) apparently has not been found 
nesting in Illinois since the 1870's when it was reported by Robert Ridgway to be 
nesting near Mr. Carmel (E. W. Nelson, Bull. Nuttall Ornith. Club, 1: 43, 1876) and 
by Otto Widmann opposite St. Louis, Missouri (Trans. Acad. Sci. St. Louis, 17: 56, 
1907). Thus it was with considerable surprise that on June 4, 1936, at DePue, 
Bureau County, accompanied by L. G. Brown of Griggsville, Illinois, I located two 
nests of this species in an Illinois River Great Blue Heron colony of some four hun- 
dred nests. At that time both nests contained four eggs, which were being incubated. 
During the ensuing month I photographed the young and adult birds, obtaining two 
good photographs of an adult bird at the nest. One fledgling, removed for purposes 
of study, finally died, and was deposited in the Chicago Academy of Sciences. The 
remaining seven young birds were banded by Karl E. Barrel of Blue Island, Illinois. 
C. T. Black, Assistant in Zoology, University of Illinois, aided in collecting the 
young bird studied.--FRA•K C. B•LLROS•, Ottawa, Illinois. 

Scotors on Lake Lynn, West Virginia.--Since West Virginia has no natural 
lakes and very few extensive artificial bodies of water, the occurrence within the 
State of any of the more maritime ducks is something of an event. The following 
notes seem worth recording. 

WHIT•-W•N(•D SCORER, Melanitta deglandi.--On the morning of October 24, 1936, 
northeastern West Virginia and western Maryland had a very heavy flight of wild- 


