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making quite a commotion. The female, on hearing the cries of her young, quickly
flapped down stream toward her brood. When she reached her first duckling, she
pushed it under water with her wing, then went to the next one and likewise pushed
it under water. After this procedure had been repeated on all of her brood, she
started to fly away, when one of her young reappeared above the water, resuming
its peeping cry. The female returned and again ducked the young one under water.
Each time that one of the ducklings appeared in the open stream or made any sound,
it would again be submerged under the water by its mother. This was repeated
several times, until the ducklings took to cover in the sedges along the stream bank
that offered excellent protection for them. Not until each one of her ducklings was
safely hidden did the female fly away.—LyNN GriNer, Utah State Agriculiural
College, Logan, Utah.

Golden Eagle in Illinois.—In view of the scarcity of definite records of the
Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaétos canadensis) in Illinois, it may be well to record the
capture of two specimens. Some time ago I saw a fine female which had just been
sent in to a taxidermist’s shop in Chicago from Lacon, Marshall County, Illinois.
It was killed by a farmer on November 9, 1928, and was said to have disposed of two
chickens daily for the six days previous to its death.

There is the skin of a young bird in this museum collected at Charleston, Coles
County, Illinois, December 1, 1914, by T. L. Hankinson. Judging by size (wing 650
mm.), it, too, is a female.—Pierce Bropxors, Museum of Zoology, University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich.

Duck Hawk and Sparrow Hawk on the Tortugas.—In view of the comparative
scarcity of arrival dates in the fall migration of the Duck Hawk (Falco peregrinus
anatum) and the Eastern Sparrow Hawk (Falco s. sparverius) in far-southern Florida,
it seems well to record early dates made by the writer on Garden Key, Dry Tortugas,
on October 2, 1936. A landing was made at Fort Jefferson on this day from a Coast
Guard amphibian plane and several hours were spent on Garden Key. Among the
few birds seen there, was a magnificent adult Duck Hawk and a pair of Sparrow
Hawks. Howell, in his ‘Birds of Florida,” states on page 188, on the authority of
Atkins, that the former arrives ‘“‘at Key West in winter . . . about Oect. 1st.”
Garden Key lies directly west of Key West, distant about 65 miles in the open Gulf.
The bird was seen several times during my stay, and circled over the quadrangle of
the fort at an elevation of hardly more than twenty feet over the parapet. The
black mustache mark and the barring of the underparts were plainly visible without
glasses. This record then, is one day later than the earliest hitherto.

On page 192, Howell gives the same authority for the arrival of Falco s. sparverius,
“the earliest migrant being noted September 30, 1888.” Forty-eight years have
passed since Atkins made that observation, and the writer saw a pair at Garden Key
on October 2, 1936, two days later than the earliest hitherto. These birds are re-
ferred to sparverius provisionally, since paulus does not seem to occur on the Lower
Keys. None was taken at Garden Key of course, but it would seem proper to assume
that this pair, for it was a pair, were representatives of the Eastern Sparrow Hawk.—
ALEXANDER SPRUNT, JR., Supervisor, Southern Sanctuaries, Charleston, S. C.

Black Rail breeding in Indiana.—On June 7, 1936, a pair of Black Rails (Cre-
ciscus jamaicensis stoddardi) was found near Windfall, Tipton County, Indiana.
This is the third locality in the State from which they have been reported. The two
other instances are: on April 22, 1888, Ruthven Deane found this bird at English
Lake; on July 27, 1894, Jesse Earle and Alexander Black found one young and one




