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Common Tern (Sterna hirundo hirundo) Nesting on Oneida Lake in West-
ern New York.—In August, 1935, Miss Nettie M. Sadler of Syracuse, N. Y. wrote
me of visiting Wantry and Long Islands in Oneida Lake, N. Y. and of the Common
Terns that were nesting there. She first visited Wantry Island July 2, 1935, and
found a total of forty-two nests with seventy-one eggs and six downy young. On
July 11 she visited Long Island. “This was four days after the big storm and the
lake was a foot higher and water almost every place on the island.” ‘“As we ap-
proached we found many adult Terns and we counted twenty-five immature birds
swimming very close to the edge of the island. They were beginning to show the
black cap. On this island we found seventeen nests with one egg each, two with
two eggs each, one with three eggs, one with one downy young and six dead young.”
They went on to Wantry Island again and this time found ten nests with one egg
each, four nests with two eggs each, two nests with three eggs each, two nests with
four eggs each, sixteen more eggs in the water and one dead young.”

Thus we find a large increase in the number of Common Terns nesting on these
islands since 1928 and 1929 as recorded by Dayton Stoner in his ‘Ornithology of the
Oneida Lake Region; With Reference to the Late Spring and Summer Seasons’
(Roosevelt Wild Life Annals, January, 1932).

June 21, 1936, Prof. Hazel R. Ellis, Mr. Paul Erlingback and I visited these
islands and found them to be about the same as when deseribed by Stoner. We first
visited Wantry, and long before we reached it we could see the Terns flying around
above it and alighting to feed their young, and out on the boulders at the west end
were about twelve Ring-billed Gulls. On landing we found the nests, a few dead
grasses placed in little hollows among the pebbles. There were thirty-one on the
island, each with from one to three eggs or one or two eggs and one or two newly
hatched young. And there were other young of various sizes up to some with the
primaries well started. We found and banded twenty-three of them.

Rowing back about one-half mile to Long Island we saw twenty Black Ducks
flying around and then about thirty Herring and Ring-billed Gulls on the boulders
at the west end. On the pebbly shore was a Ruddy Turnstone, three Least Sand-
pipers and six Black Terns. The air above the island was full of milling, scolding
Terns and many more arose from the island as we approached. The moment we
stepped on shore we began to find the Terns nests. They were placed all along the
edges of the grass and some in the grass. Looking out over the island the grass
seemed to completely cover it excepting a narrow strip along the shores but there
were bare pebbly areas of from one to five or six square yards and in every one of
these were from two to six nests. One had to be very careful to keep from stepping
on eggs or young Terns.

Our time was limited and after banding the young Terns we did not have time to
make a systematic count of the nests. A conservative estimate would be at least
150 pairs nesting on the two islands. We banded fifty-seven young and then ran
out of bands and I believe there were at least twenty-five more young birds on the
island. While hunting the young Terns Mr. Erlingback caught a fledgling Black
Duck which I banded. He saw one more and is sure there was a full family of them
hiding in the tall grass.

The only other birds we saw on the Island were a pair of Red-winged Blackbirds
(in the rushes), a Bronzed Grackle (flew over), and a pair of Blue-winged Teal which
we flushed from the rushes.—Verpr BurrcH, Branchport, N. Y.

A Record of the Passenger Pigeon in British Columbia.—The oceurrence of
the Passenger Pigeon (Ectopistes migraiorius) is seriously questioned in Brooks and



