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social excitement is no doubt the origin of the ‘shamming lame’ behavior common
to so many birds when beguiling enemies away from their nests and young, as in the
cases of the Partridge, Lapwing, and Sheldrake; though no doubt the habit, emotional
at first, becomes afterwards an intelligent action, in some cases at all events.” This
suggestion is interesting. Personally, however, I think it more probable that the
practice developed from encounters with reptiles or small mammals, and may have
had its origin in genuine cases of semi-paralysis. I do not think it likely that the
trickery was devised for the confusion of man, even though it is practiced largely
upon him. It may, indeed, have been in vogue long before man came upon the
earth.

Yours, ete.,
“The Argus,” A. H. CHisHOLM
Melbourne, (Corr. Fellow A. 0. U.)

Australia.

Editor of ‘The Auk’:

In the late Mr. Swarth’s letter on “Injury-feigning in Nesting Birds,” in ‘The
Auk’ of July 1935, he wrote that he could not recall the instance of a Passerine bird
resorting to injury-feigning at the nest.

As, according to my recollections of British birds, the Meadow Pipit (Anthus
pratensis) was a very decided instance of a Passerine bird so acting, I wrote to a
friend of mine in England (Mr. J. Steele Elliott of Bewdley) for confirmation. Be-
sides confirming my impression he adds “a far better example is the Reed Bunting
(Emberizia schoeniclus).” In British Columbia I have had one experience of this
kind an Oregan Towhee which was frightened from her nest and young on May 29,
1919, by my walking up to it. She feigned injury but the performance was not very
pronounced.

Yours sincerely,

Courtenay, Victoria Island, ] TaEED PEARSE.

British Columbia.
March 6, 1936.

Birds Pairing with Mounted Specimens.

Editor of ‘The Auk’:

I was interested to read Messrs. Noble and Vogt’s article on birds copulating with
mounted specimens for over thirty years ago my mention of the fact in the press
was ridiculed as a ““traveller’s yarn.”

T mentioned then that when shooting Wood Pigeons (Columba palumbus palum-
bus) and Curlews (Numenius arquaia arquata) over stuffed decoys, mounted on
stands, both species repeatedly copulated with them not merely in isolated cases
but often.

H. W. RoBinsoN.

Lancaster, England.

Bat Banding—A Request for Céoperation.

Editor of ‘The Auk’:

The example set by bird banding has led mammalogists to try various methods of
marking bats to study their movements and migrations. Over 7000 bats have been
banded to date by various workers in the United States and Germany; and many
interesting returns have been recorded (Eisentraut, M, Zeitschrift fir Morphologie



