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water and drifted with the current toward the municipal beach on Independence 
Island. Two of the Loons were smaller and lighter than the third. One of the smaller 
birds swam within ninety feet of the island making possible its identification as a 
Red-throated Loon (Gavia steIlata) in winter plumage. A good comparison could 
be made between this bird and a Common Loon (G.i. immer) which was a little 
farther off-shore. The birds were observed through 8 X binoculars. 

On November 18, 1935, three Snow Geese (Chen hyperborea probably atIantica) 
were observed by the writer on the Susquehanna at Harrisburg. When first seen 
about noon the birds were about two hundred feet off-shore. They were observed 
with 8 X binoculars, the pink bill and black primaries were noted. Later in the 
afternoon four Snow Geese were seen by the writer and Dr. Harold B. Wood resting 
on one of the grass covered islands in the middle of the river. Probably the same 
three birds mentioned above joined a fourth.--RIcnxnn M. MxY, 2233 North Second 
Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 

Notes from Brigantine Beach, N. J.--Limosa fedoa. MAnrLEn GonwlT.--On 
September 1, 1935, I found a single individual feeding in shallow back water at the 
lower end of the island. 

Hydroprog•e caspia imperator. CASPIAN TERN. Thalasseus maximus maximus. 
ROYXL TEnN.--On September 15, 1935, at the lower end of the beach I found two 
Caspian Terns and a Royal Tern resting on the sand. They were almost touching 
one another and could be compared to advantage. The Royal was distinctly smaller 
with more white on top of the head, the more slender bill, which was orange color in 
contrast to the strong red of the Caspian. There was an apparent difference too in 
the legs, those of the Caspian being longer and black while the Royal's seemed to be 
greenish yellow or brownish. In flight the Royal was more graceful or "Tern-like" 
with darker wing-mantle and less black at the tips. 

A quarter of a mile away four more Caspian Terns were resting with a lot of Gulls. 
Fregata magnificens. MxN-O-wxn-Bmn.--On September 15, 1935, a single indi- 

vidual came in over the lower beach soaring in 300-ft. circles at 150-200 feet altitude 
and gradually drifted off to the south. It was apparently very black with a sharply 
defined, very white, breast. It had a wonderful long tail deeply forked which it 
opened and closed, continually. In the ten minutes that it was in sight it made only 
three quick successive flaps of the wings, drawing them in close to the body and arch- 
ing them deeply. As soon as it appeared all of the Gulls on the beach mounted to 
about the same height but were not seen to go near it.--JosErI• W. TxTu•, 
Haddonfield, N.J. 

Four Rare Nesting Records for Maryland.--Casmerodius albus egretta. 
A•EnICXN EGnET.--On April 12, 1931, Mr. Arthur H. Hardisty and I while collecting 
in Charles County, Maryland, secured a fine adult male bird of this species from a 
fisherman who had shot it earlier in the day. I asked him when and where he secured 
this bird and he told me in a "squawk" (Black-crowned Night Heron) colony half a 
mile distant. Having known this Heron colony for many years we went directly to 
it and found three occupied nests of the American Egret. Other birds of this species 
were present and seven were flying directly over us the entire time we were in the 
heronry. This small colony has been kept under observation since and has increased 
each year. The nests are of the usual type, made of sticks and lined with small scrub 
pine twigs (Pinus virginianus). Mr. Frank C. Kirkwood does not mention the 
American Egret nesting in Maryland in his 'List of the Birds of Maryland' published 
in 1895, and so far as I am aware this is the first breeding record for the state. 


