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held in its feet. It carried the long and dangling snake for about twenty feet where
the reptile caught in a barbed wire fence and the Vulture lost its hold and left the
snake draped over the wire. This is the first time I have ever seen or heard of a
Vulture carrying anything—at least of that size. It is true the bird had a very hard
time of it.

When I looked back, I saw the Vulture return to the spot on the road where the
snake had been, completely ignoring the fact that his breakfast was on the line a
few feet off.

Possibly the act of carrying was done on the spur of the moment in the haste to
get away from the danger of the automobile, and thus was an unconscious reaction.—
GorpoN W. Jongs, “Ellwood,” Wilderness, Va.

The White-tailed Kite in South Carolina.—A peculiar combination of obser-
vations made some time ago enables the writer to record the first occurrence of
Elanus leucurus majusculus in South Carolina. On May 7, 1929, Mr. Edward M.
Moore saw and watched for one hour, a bird which was soaring in company with a
Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus) over his house on Bull’s Island, Charleston
County. He kept it in sight the entire time, with and without 7 x glasses. The bird
varied its elevation from “just above the roof” of the house to a great height in the
sky, and he noted time and again, the pure white underparts, the distinct black
shoulders and immaculate tail. Mr. Moore is a very careful observer and keeps
excellent notes. These I had an opportunity of examining recently on a visit to
Bull’s Island.

Though a sight record only, it ties up very consistently with an observation made
by Mr. E. B. Chamberlain of the Charleston Museum, who, in early May 1929,
saw what he considered to be a specimen of this Kite flying high over Youghal
Plantation, Charleston County on the mainland. From the brief observation he
was able to make, Mr. Chamberlain was convinced of the identity of the bird but
said nothing of it because of its rarity and his inability to collect it. The spot
where he saw the bird is only a short distance in an airline across the marshes from
Bull’s Island, and it may well be that this bird and the one seen by Mr. Moore were
one and the same. When seen by Mr, Charoberlain, the bird was flying toward the
Island. He cannot be certain of the day, but is sure of the month. The writer con-
siders these two observations to warrant the addition of this species to the avifauna
of South Carolina.—ALEXANDER SPRUNT, Jr., R. F. D. No. 1, Charleston, S. C.

An Unusual Gathering of Marsh Hawks in Central North Carolina.—On
January 7, 1935, a local friend of mine supplied me with the following information:

On the previous day, January 6, he, in company with a small party from here, was
shooting Quail in Johnston County, which adjoins this county on the south-east.
They came to a field in which a few widely-scattered Quail were found, while the air
overhead seemed to be filled with Hawks. Believing them to be responsible for the
scattering of the Quail and to be still searching for individual members of the covey,
my informant bhid in a tangle of honeysuckle vines that filled and extended over the
sides of a small gully, from which hiding place he killed five Hawks in a few minutes,
four of which he brought with him to the Museum. Some of these were observed on
the ground, but most of them were either flying around overhead or quartering the
field as if in search of prey. My informant’s estimate of the number of Hawks in
evidence was seventy-five.

All of the four submitted proved to be immature Marsh Hawks (Circus hudsonicus).
The stomachs of three of them were empty, that of the fourth containing a small



