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that most of one side of the head had been eaten away by some predaceous animal,
the specimen was in good condition, though the presence of several shot holes in the
body indicated the probable cause of the bird’s death. Mr. Clarence Cottam’s
record of the third North Carolina specimen, taken on Lake Mattamuskeet last
winter (Auk, July, 1935) would place ours as the fourth record, accompanied by a
specimen, from this state.

A Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus) was taken in the harbor off Southport, N. C.,
on March 22, 1935, and reached the Museum, in the flesh, on the following day.
It proved to be a female in second year immature plumage. This Gull had been
observed off the Southport water-front for a week or more previous to its capture,
and it would appear to be the third record, accompanied by a specimen, from North
Carolina, one of the other two having been taken in the same immediate locality.
As I am unable to find any reeord of this first Southport specimen in ‘The Auk,” the
following data are submitted: In a letter to my brother, C. S. Brimley, under date of
January 26, 1920, Colonel Wirt Robinson, U. 8. A., U. 8. Military Academy, West
Point, New York, reported the taking of a Glaucous Gull by one of his men near
Fort Caswell, N. C., on February 19, 1904, Fort Caswell being situated on the west
side of the Cape Fear River mouth and directly across the sound from Southport.—
H. H. BrivLey, Raleigh, N. C.

New Record for Fulvous Tree Duck in Missouri.—In so far as I can get
information, there are but two skins of the Fulvous Tree Duck (Dendrocyana bicolor
helva) extant which were collected in the state of Missouri. One of these, I believe,
is in the Smithsonian Institute and the other was from a bird killed in Marion County
by Mr. William Evers of Quincy. This skin was positively identified by O. C. Poling
of Quiney and Otto Widman of St. Louis.

On March 3, 1935, occurred one of the worst dust storms in the history of Missouri.
Several days later a small boy living near Knox City, Missouri, told me that a
peculiar bird had ‘“blown’ into his yard during this storm. When he told me it was
larger than a Duck and smaller than a Goose, was yellow brown in color and had long
legs, I was immediately suspicious. I drove to his farm and found a mature Fulvous
Tree Duck trying to fraternize with the Geese, who drove it away and forced it to
feed with the Ducks.

I stopped on a second occasion and was able to get within fifteen yards of the bird.
T used eight power Goerz binoculars in studying every detail of the bird and there
was no doubt of its identity. I called the attention of several other students of
birds and in every case the identification corresponded with mine.

As I had no collector’s license in Missouri I was unable to collect the bird, from
which I should have made a skin and presented it to the museum of the University of
Missourt.

At the time of my second visit, the bird took to the air several times when ap-
proached too closely, and circled about the barn, landing among the Geese. After a
sojourn of nearly three weeks, the Fulvous Tree Duck again took to the air utilizing
a strong north wind on its return to the Southland.—T. E. MUSSELMAN, Quincy,
Iliinois.

A Note on the Turkey Vulture.—On our way to Fredericksburg, Va., on the
morning of July 1, 1935, I saw a Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura septentrionalis)
feeding on a snake about three feet long, which had been killed by a passing motorist,
and which was lying in the middle of the tarvia road.

The approach of our car startled the Vulture, whereupon it flew, with the snake



