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traffic in the plumage of native birds has often been commented upon, and has 
resulted ere this in complaints of damage. Most problems of economic injury by 
birds result from overabundance. Often something should be done to correct the 
trouble and such a need is now apparent in the case of the Herring GUll on the Maine, 
if not on the entire New England, coast. 

When it comes to judging how many eggs and young of other birds (of similar 
economic tendencies) Herring Gulls should be allowed to consume we get into the 
deep waters of ecological relationships wherein we are so inexpert as only to flounder 
about, not knowing really what course to follow. We can extend preferential treat- 
ment to species as we please (better, as we are able) but we should not pretend that 
such treatment is based on knowledge of what the relative numbers of those species 
should be under natural conditions. We simply do not know what if any numerical 
relationship may be normal, nor do we know what range of fluctuations the species 
may tolerate without threats to the continued existence of any of them. 

It is good to have food habits research carried on anywhere as it is essential to 
proper solution of all problems in economic ornithology, but one could wish to have 
it done chiefly by one central organization, as well equipped as possible, so thai 
the work could attain the highest possible standards. Tt•is is not intended as a 
criticism of the author here reviewed as he undoubtedly did the best he could under 
the conditions surrounding the investigation.--W. L. M. 

Griscorn's 'Ornithology of Panarna.'--Mr. Ludlow Griscom, who has given 
much attention to the birds of Panama for some years past, has prepared a list • of 
the species and subspecies recorded from the Republic with their general range and 
their distribution in Panama. He has studied most of the collections of Panama 

birds in America and several of those in Europe, a total of 16,637 specimens, while 
on several trips to the country he has had personal field experiences with some 700 
forms. He is therefore well qualified to prepare such a list as is here presented. 

As an introduction Mr. Griscom presents a discussion of the life zones of the 
Republic. He first emphasizes the fact that Panama is sharply divided by the 
isthmus into two areas--Western Panama, practically an extension of the Costa Rica 
highlands; and Eastern Panama, the northern apex of the rain forest of Colombia 
with a mountain fauna similar to that of the western Colombian Andes. He then 

considers the Temperate, Sub-tropical and Tropical zones of each and their divisions, 
listing the characteristic species. 

The list will be of the greatest value to those engaged in the study of middle 
American birds and we are much indebted to Mr. Griscom for bringing together all 
of the recorded information on the Panama species. The avifauna of Panama is 
exceedingly rich, the reviewer's list of the birds of the Canal Zone included 432 
forms and the present one, covering the entire Republic, totals 1038, while 400 
species are recorded from the Tuyra Valley alone !--W. S. 

Pickwell's 'Bird Studies. '--One of the best of recent publications for the 
teaching of ornithology in schools is Dr. Gayle Pickwell's series of 'Natural History 
Pictures' covering the birds. There are forty-eight excellent half-tone prints 8 x 10 
ins., from actual photographs, representing nests and eggs, young and adult birds of 
various species. Accompanying these is a booklet of seventy-one pages, giving on 
single pages printed on one side of the paper, a full account of each picture with 
details on the birds represented. These may be cut out and mounted on the backs 
of the pictures or both mounted on heavier guards. 
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Then there is a series of topics, each presented in tabular form, with references to 
the pictures which may be used in illustration: Nests; Life History of the Pipit; The 
Growing Up of Birds; Foods and Methods of Feeding; Protection; The Stow of the 
Cowbird; The Classification of Birds; and finally a list of questions to be answered 
from the preceding text and a list of good bird books. 

There are we understand two other sets of these 'Natural History Pictures,' Unit I, 
covering 'Animal Studies' and Unit II, 'Desert Studies.' The price is $6.00 per set, 
published by Publishers Distributing Service Inc., Los Angeles, Calif.--W. S. 

Allen and Brooks on the Tanagers and Finches.--The latest series of color 
plates by Allen Brooks in the 'National Geographic Magazine '• represents the 
Tanagers and the more gaily colored Fringillidae--Grosbeaks, Finches etc. While 
the plates are excellent for identification, the birds do not seem to us to be as much 
endowed with life and action as most of Major Brooks' paintings. The text, by 
Dr. A. A. Allen, is full of interesting and reliable information and there are several 
half-tones from photographs by the author and others.--W. S. 

Proceedings of the Linnaean Society of New York.2--As usual this publica- 
tion contains much of value. The present issue begins with Dr. Gregory's discussion 
of the origins of the Ratites and Penguins (see p. 340). Dr. Ernst Mayr then 
discusses the number of known genera and species of birds, concluding that there 
are 2600 valid genera and that the total of species and subspecies is 27000. His 
discussion is interesting. In another paper by the same author he presen.ts a trans- 
lation of Bernard Altum's territory concept, published in 1868, which in many ways 
forestailed Howard's theory. William Vogt presents an annotated list of the birds of 
the Jones Beach Sanctuary, Long Island, and a Review of Ornithology for the New 
York Region for 1932. Dr. Mayer has a similar review for the year 1933. There 
are a number of shorter notes and abstracts of the proceedings of the Society.--W. S. 

New York Bird Day Bulletin.--School Bulletin No. 13, 8 issued by the Univer- 
sity of the State of New York, is devoted to birds. There is an interesting account 
of a Midwinter Grebe Flight in the state by R. A. Johnson; an account of a Rochester 
Wild-Life Sanctuary, by W. B. Large; Are Our Waterfowl Doomed? by Dayton 
Stoner; The First Spring Blackbirds by J. T. Nichols; Birds Among Skyscrapers, by 
Roger T. Peterson; The Recent Movement for Hawk and Owl Protection, by Warren 
F. Eaton; Twenty-four Days with the Little Green Heron, by Chester J. Osborn; 
Ducks Fly North in the Fall, by William Vogt; and The Helderberg Falcons by Guy 
Bartlett. An excellent publication which cannot but interest all in bird study and 
protection.--W. S. 

Other Ornithological Publications. 

Bailey, Alfred M.--Nesting Days. (Natural History, April, 1935.)--Brief 
account of a number of familiar birds with beautiful illustrations from photographs 
by the author. 

Bailey, Alfred M.--Below the Border.--A naturalist's visit to Durango, Mexico, 
where Xenospiza baileyi was discovered.--(Natural History, March, 1935.) 

Bailey, Harold H.--A New Race of Ringed Turtle Dove in the United States. 

x National Geographic Magazine, April, 1935. Pp. 505-532. 
2 Proceedings of the Linnaean Society of New York for the Two Years Ending March, 

1934. April 15, 1935. Pp. 1-119. Price 75 cts. (Amer. Museum of Nat. Hist., New 
York City.) 

s Bird Day, April 15. Bull. of the University of the State of New York, Vol. 21, No. 13. 
March 15, 1935. 118-136. 


