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manently upon one of them. We have, however, found three Robin nests side by 
side on a girder which was not divided by cross beams and in such a case this explana- 
tion seems inadequate. In his discussion upon the use of snake skins by the Great 
Crested Flycatcher our author thinks that it does so because they happen to attract 
its attention and not because of an instinct transmitted from generation to genera- 
tion. This is undoubtedly true of birds which only occasionally make use of snake 
skins but we are inclined to think that the almost universal snake skin habit of this 

Flycatcher, like the constant use of certain moss stems by the Worm-eating Warbler, 
and the selection of clusters of Usnea by the Parula Warbler, etc., are real cases of 
inherited instinct.--W. S. 

?•.verner's 'Birds of C•.n•.d•..'--Mr. Taverner's two works on the birds of East 

and West Canada have previously been noticed in these columns (1922, p. 582; 1927, p. 
125). He has now combined these into a single book, x covering the birds of the entire 
country from the Atlantic to the Pacific and north to the Arctic regions. For the 
most part, the text and illustrations of the earlier publications have been used but 
there are many additions and portions are entirely rewritten, while the sequence and 
nomenclature of the last edition of the A. O. U. 'Check-List' have been adopted with 
the exception of the author's well-known practice of altering the English names to 
suit his ideas of specific and subspecific relationship. 

The attractive little color plates from paintings by ttennessey and Brooks, from 
the previous works are used in illustration, with apparently some additions, but 
they here appear to better advantage as in the 'Birds of Western Canada' a slightly 
buff tint to the paper produced wrong color values. In the present work this is 
avoided but the reds unfortunately are often far too pale, especially in the Sapsucker 
and Red-winged Blackbird. 

Mr. Taverner is to be congratulated upon this excellent work which will do much 
to advance ornithological interest in Canada while in its present form it will be a 
much more convenient work of reference than in the east and west volumes of a few 

years ago.--W. S. 
Bergman's 'Birds of Karntschatka and the Kurile Islands.'--This compre- 

hensive account 2 of the birds of northeastern Asia is based upon two expeditions by 
the author under the auspices of several Swedish Scientific Societies and individuals, 
undertaken in 1920-22 and 1929-30 respectively. There is a review of the literature 
dealing with the ornithology of the two regions and an account of their physical 
characteristics with numerous excellent half-tone illustrations of scenery. Then 
follows a detailed account of each species found in Kamtschatka with a list of speci- 
mens obtained and quotations from other authors. A second part of the volume 
treats in a similar way of the birds of the Kuriles. 

Halftone plates of a dozen species, a full bibliography and a map complete this 
excellent publication, which will be a reference volume for many years to come. 
It is well printed on heavy paper'.--W. S. 

Larnond's 'An Aviary on the Plains.'--Australian bird students have published 
many books of late years devoted to popular ornithology and we now have another • 
by Henry G. Lamond. His "aviary" is a section of the table-land of north-central 
Australia, in Queensland and the North Territory, and his chapters are thoroughly 

• Birds of Canada. By P. A. Taverner Ottawa. J.O. Patenaude Printer to the I•ing's most 
excellent majesty 1934. Pp. 1-445. Price $2.00. 

2 Zur Kenntnis l•ordostasiatischer VSgel. Ein Beltrag zur Systematik, Biologie und Ver- 
breitung der VSgel Kamtschatkas und der Kurilen. Mit 32 Bildern und 2 Karten yon Sten 
Bergman. Stockholm, Albert Bonniers Forlag 1935. Pp. 1-268. Price 20 kronor. 

3 An Aviary on the Plains, By Henry G. Lamond. Australia, Angus & Robertson Limited, 
89 Castlereagh Street, Sydney 1934. Pp. i-viii -• 1-228. Price 6 shillings. 
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popular in character yet conveying much sound information and much of the joy of 
life in the open. It is just such a book as •vill attract the attention of many who 
had previously no particular interest in birds and will be likely to make them 
into bird-lovers if not ornithologists. The seasoned bird •vatcher too, •vill find 
interesting reading in Mr. Lamond's vivid pictures of bird action and of the relations 
between observer and bird. 

The sketches •vere published serially in the 'Pastoral Revie•v' and •vell dcserve 
preservation in book form.--W. S. 

Bird Stamps of All Countries with a Natural History of Each Bird.--The 
many sides of ornithology and the various angles from •vhich the subject may be 
approached have often been commented upon and in the present publication • •ve 
have a further illustration of these facts. 

We have here a postage stamp album prepared exactly like the current albums 
•vith illustrations of the stamps and spaces for the various denominations, but only 
stamps bearing the picture of a bird are included and the primary arrangement is by 
birds instead of countries, the latter forming a secondary grouping. Under"Condor" 
for instance •ve find eleven stamps from the Argentine bearing its picture; four from 
Bolivia; three from Chili and three from Colombia, those of Bolivia dating back to 
1866. Some forty-t•vo different kinds of birds are included and opposite each page 
of the album is a popular account of the bird. While these are usually accurate so 
far as they go, •ve are surprized to find the Australian Kingfisher, the Kookaburra, 
placed in the Cuckoo family, and said to be "the only Cuckoo to reach Australia" ! 

The author of this album •vho •ve presume is Mr. William D. Cox, has hit upon 
an admirable •vay to interest boys in birds as •vell as in stamps. The immense num- 
ber of postage stamps available today makes a general collection unsatisfactory and 
only by selecting a special country or subject can even a partially complete collection 
be made. Excellent as his idea is, it •vould seem that the subject is not entirely ne•v. 
Dr. Samuel C. Palmer some years ago made a communication before the Delayyarc 
valley Ornithological Club on bird portraiture on postage stamps and Mr. Sidney R. 
Esten had a paper in a recent issue of the Indiana Audubon Society's 'Yearbook' on 
the same subject. We foresee many collections of "bird stamps" in the near future 
and a probable increase in the catalogue prices of all such issues, •vhile as a result 
may we not hope for additions to the ranks of ornithologists •vith an interest in the 
birds of the World.--W. S. 

Tufts's 'Some Common Birds of Nova Scotia.'--Mr. Tufts, Chief Migratory 
Bird Officer of the Maritime Provinces of Canada, has prepared this popular account 
of fifty of the more common birds of Nova Scotia as a "bird primer" for the children 
of the Nova Scotia schools and as a field guide for others interested in birds. 

There are •vell •vritten accounts of the several species •vith colored plates from 
paintings by Hennessey, all •ve believe borro•ved from Taverner's reports on Cana- 
dian birds, and numerous bird poems by various •vriters. 

The little book is attractively gotten up and should serve well in the field for 
which it is intended. Unfortunately in the copy before us, at least, a number of the 
plates are off register presenting a blurred effect.--W. S. 

Glegg's 'A History of the Birds of Middlesex.'a--We have expressed surprise 

• Bird Stamps of All Countries with a Natural History of Each Bird. Grosset & Dunlap. 
William D. Cox, Editor. Pp. 1-57. Price $1.00. 

2 A History of the Birds of Middlesex. By W. E. Glegg, F. Z. S., M. B. O. U., author of 
'A History of the Birds of Essex' with six plates and a map. London, H. F. & G. Witherby, 
326 High Holborn, W.C. Pp. i-xxil q- 1-245. Price 18 shillings. 


