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the female bird clawedme beforethe youngwere replacedin the nest. Our earliest
previous record for the nesting of the Great Horned Owl is February 11.--WILLI.•
H. ELEER, 217 Clifford Court, Madison, Wisconsin.
Snowy Owl Migration--1934-1935.--There
has been another marked migration of Snowy Owls (Nyctea nyctea)into Quebec,the Maritime Provincesand New
England during the past winter 1934-1935. Each year Snowy Owls are reportedin
this region but periodically there appear an unusual number, constituting great
flights which have been found to correspondwith the fluctuationsin the numbers
of other forms of life especiallywith the rodentssuchas the Lemming of the far north.

Theseflights,accordingto the recordsthat have beencompiledin the past, occur
about every four years. The cycle has been noted to have a correspondenceto the
periods of the maximum numbers of Arctic Foxes and other fur bearing animals
which alsodependon Lemmingsas one of their chief sourcesof food?
Judging from the reports that I have received, the migration this year has been
concentrated in the region of the Province of Quebec and New England. Correspondencereveals that few Snowy Owls, comparedwith the numbers of the two
previousmigrations of 1926-1927• and 1930-1931,3 were seenalong the Atlantic seaboard south of New York.

Dr. D. A. Dery of Quebec,P. Q. statesthat in addition to the very large numbers
of Snowy Owls there was also an unusual number of Gray Owls, Hawk Owls and
Long-earedOwls observedin the Province of Quebecthis year.
The greater number of Snowy Owls reported in New England were seenduring
the latter part of Octoberand November, 1934,but not infrequentrecordshave been
receivedthroughout the winter. One individual has been seenin the vicinity of Back
Bay, Portland until March, 1935.
It is of importance, especiallyto thoseinterestedin the study of animal cyclesand
periodic migrations, to have on record the present migration of 1934-1935. Therefore additional records especially of Snowy Owls observed south of New England
and New York during the past winter will be greatly appreciated.--ALrREE O.
GRoss, Bowdoin College,Brunswick, Maine.
The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and the Ruby-throated Hummingbird
as
Com-,nensals.--The interesting observation recorded under a similar title in the
April 'Auk' by Mr. Freer and Dr. Murray is not unique. An accountof this habit of
the Ruby-throated Hummingbird (Archilochuscolubris)of feedingfrom holesdrilled
by Sapsuckerswas given by Frank Bolles in 'The Auk' (July, 1891, pp. 256-270),
under the title of 'Yellow-belliedWoodpeckersand their Uninvited Guests.' The
paperwasreprintedas 'Sapsuckers
and their Guests'in Bolles'sbook 'From Blomidon
to Smoky' (1894), which also contains further notes on the subiect in a chapter
entitled 'The Humming-birds of Chocorua,' reprinted from the 'Popular Science
Monthly.' Frank Bolles'sthree booksof nature essaysare all toolittle known today.
They are delightful reading, besidescontainingmuch good ornithology.--FRtNClS
H. ALLEN, West Roxbury, Mass.
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Dates of Purple Martins.--At

Harrisburg, Pa., a 28-compart-

house was erected in 1922 on one of the main streets in front of the E. Z.
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by the proprietorand hisemployees,
and migrationalrecordshavebeenpreservedby
them. From 1925to 1935,inclusive,the springarrival datesof the Purple Martins
(Prognesubissubis)at this bird housewere,in order,April 6, 3, 12, 5, 4, 6, March 26,
April 1, 7, 19. Somepersonalobservationsapproximatelyconfirmthesedrugstore
dates. Also,althoughI sawPurpleMartins forty milesfurther north severaldays

before,I knowtheyhadnot arrivedat the city houseby April 17,in 1935. The dates
of fall departurehave beenkept for the past four yearsonly. They were July 25,
1931,August4, 1932,August1, 1933and August30, 1934. The timesfor beginning
of migrationmay dependuponlocalconditionsat the point of departurebut these
few fall dates bear no relation whatever to the local variationsin temperatureor
rainfall. None of theseMartins wasbanded.--HAROLD
B. WooD,Harrisburg,Pa.
Ravens in the Kittatinny Ridge of Pennsylvania.--I was much interestedin
R. S. Freer'snotesin the last issueof 'The Auk,' relatingto the unsuspected
popula-

tionof Ravens(Corvus
corazprincipalis)
in a portionof the VirginiaBlueRidge.
The numerousrangesof the Blue Ridge may harbor more of thesebirds than we are
wont to suppose.

Runningto the northeastward,the Blue Ridge mergesinto the Kittatinny Ridge.
"Hawk Mountain," near Drehersville,is roughlytwo hundredmilesfrom the area
mentionedby Freer. In the courseof my dutiesprotectingthe Hawks at the mountain duringthe fall of 1934, I saw two Ravens. It is possiblethat they may have
beenthe sameindividual. The first bird occurredon October14, at 4.37 P.M.; the

next on November2, at 4 P.M.

On both occasions
the birdspassedcloseto the

observationrocks,and on a level with my position. They followedthe mountainas
did the southwardboundHawks. EarleL. Pooleof the ReadingPublicMuseumin-

formedme that Ravensare rare in this region,the last seenin BerksCountybeing
someforty yearsago.--MAuam• BaouN, Orleans,CapeCod,Mass.
Eastern Hermit Thrush (Hylocichla guttata faxoni) in Songin Florida.On three memorable
occasions
in New EnglandI have heardmigratingHermit
Thrushesin song. That membersof this species
shouldcxercisc
their vocalpowers
in the South, however,in violation of all known preceptsof Turdine behavior,
nearly borderson the incredible. (Howell, in his 'Florida Bird Life' saysof the

Hermit Thrush "

this charmingsongster
is neverheardin the South.").

About one P.M. on March 6, 1935, I was taken by surpriseto hear the clear
cadences
of a Hermit Thrush,at the southernendof ApopkaLake,in CitrusCounty.
Althoughthe bird sangfor aboutfive minutes,its noteswereneversofull aswhen
heardin theNorth. Three dayslater, in the early forenoon,I againhad the good

fortuneto hear,and to see,this unusualsongster.This time the songwaseven
richer,and continued
for morethan ten minutes. On four moreoccasions,
up to
March 21, I was regaledwith this bird's music. I have assumedthat onebird was

responsible
for this unprecedented
behavior,inasmuchas I saw a singleHermit
Thrushaboutour cottageduringthis period.

On April 1, whilebotanizing
in the woodsadjacentto Buzzard'sRoost,seven
mileswestof Gainsville,
I paused
to hearonceagain,a HermitThrushsinging
with
marvelous
fullnessandclarity.--Mxv•cE B•OUN,Orleans,
CapeCod,Mass.

Blue-grayGnatcatcherat Cambridge,Mass.--OnMay 14 a Mrs. Sampson
directed
meto a birdshecouldnotidentifyin MountAuburnCemetery,
Cambridge,
Mass.,whichbird turnedout to be a Blue-grayGnatcatcher
(Polioptila
c. caerulea).
It allowed
an approach
to withinfivefeet,andevenwithoutmy 12xglasses
theblue

