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an additional and easily noticeable character in life, namely that the underparts are
more or less buffy or even fawn color.—LupLow GriscoM, Museum of Comparative
Zodlogy.

The Ruff (Philomachus pugnaz) in Barbados.—On October 12, 1934, a single
shore-bird alighted on a pond on the west coast of Barbados and was promptly
shot. As I was not acquainted with it I sent the wings, legs, ete. to Dr. Witmer
Stone of the Academy of Natural Sciences for identification. He reports it to be a
Ruff in winter plumage. While there are one or two previous records of the species
for the Island the occurrence of this Old World bird so far from home is interesting.—
FrED P. PurerkiN, Kendall St. John, Barbados, B. W. I.

Avocet recorded for North Carolina.—A single Avocet (Recurvirostra ameri-
cana) was observed on December 15, 1934, at Pea Island, Manteo, North Carolina.
It alighted among a flock of Mallard decoys and fed in between them. The Mallards
attacked the Avocet every time it came too close to one of them, but it took little
notice of these assaults. After about ten minutes, it got up and flew a little way to a
flock of Goose decoys; it fed in the shallow water near them for five or ten minutes
until it was collected. The bird was very fat, although the bay was frozen over and
it was feeding in ice holes. It is an adult female just completing its molt, with a few
worn feathers in the scapular region. The specimen is now in the Leonard C. Sanford
Collection under the number 16.382.

This is apparently the first definite record of this species in North Carolina.
Pearson and Brimley (Birds of North Carolina, page 122) say: “A flock seen by
Coues near Fort Macon, September 12, 1869, is our only record for North Carolina.”
In South Carolina the species has apparently been found only recently since Bach-
man’s time (Wayne’s Birds of South Carolina, page 43; Auk, 1930, page 577, and
Auk, 1931, page 280). For Virginia see Auk 1925, page 580.—ErnsT MAYR,
American Museum of Natural History, New York.

Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus graellsi) in Bronx County, New
York City.—On December 9, 1934, while visiting a very favorable locality for Gulls,
at the mouth of Westchester Creek in the east Bronx, we noticed a strange Gull
resting on a mud-flat with several hundred Herring Gulls. It was in this area during
the previous winter that white-winged Gulls occurred regularly in numbers.

At first glance, the bird appeared to be a Black-backed Gull but on closer observa-
tion, we realized that it was slightly smaller than the average Herring Gull, the back
was a very deep slate gray, not black as in L. marinus and the legs and feet were a
decided yellow color. The bird was fully adult as was evidenced by the color of the
bill, a straw yellow with a conspicuous vermilion red mark about the terminal half
of the lower mandible. When the Gulls took flight, our bird followed them to the
nearby ash dump to feed upon the garbage and refuse. Inecidentally, the Greater
Black-backed Gull has never been observed on the dump; it apparently does not
feed upon garbage as the do Herring, Iceland and Glaucous Gulls.

We found, after a thorough examination of skins and literature at the American
Museum that there are two species of Gulls which fit the description of our bird.
The Lesser Black Gull of Europe (Larus fuscus graellsi) and the southern yellow-
footed form of the Western Gull (Larus occidentalis livens). There is apparently no
field mark by which these two birds can be distinguished.

However, as the Southern Yellow-footed Gull inhabits the Gulf of California, we
feel that the time of year during which we saw our bird would exclude the possibility
of this form. Furthermore, we are given to understand that land—in this case an



