
Vol. LII] lo35 J General Notes. 85 

observed by the writer, were noted by other observers in Iowa during the 1934 spring 
migration.--PHiLir A. DVMONT, Des Moines, Iowa. 

The Lesser Black-backed Gull in New Jersey.--On September 9, 1934, Mr. 
C. A. Urner and the writer saw a Gull at Beach Haven, Ocean Co., N.J., which we 
feel certain was a Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fu•cus fuscus). We found a flock 
of about 25 Gulls standing on the ocean beach at the inlet just south of Beach Haven. 
The birds were all Herring Gulls with the exception of two. 

One of these was an adult Great Black-backed Gull. The other bird on first glance 
appeared to be the same but as it stood in the midst of the Herring Gulls we noticed 
that it did not exceed them in size and was considerably smaller than the Great 
Black-backed Gull which was standing about twenty feet away. Fortunately we re- 
called that there was a difference in the color of the feet and legs in the Lesser Black- 
backed Gull and we concentrated our attention on these parts. The legs were seen 
to be yellow instead of dull pinkish as were the legs of the Herring Gulls and the 
Great Black-backed Gull. When we first saw the bird it was standing between us 
and the rising sun. In order to make sure that the light conditions were not re- 
sponsible for the apparent differences in leg color we circled to get the sun at our 
backs. We found that the difference in color was striking under any condition of 
light. 

Careful comparison of the size of the bird with the Herring Gulls showed that it 
might be slightly larger than some of them but it was slightly smaller than others. 
The color of the back appeared to be the same as that of the Great Black-backed 
Gull. This would indicate that the bird belonged to the northern race known as 
Larus fuscu• fuscus and not to the western race, more frequently found in the British 
Isles, which has a lighter mantle. We had the bird under observation, using 7 and 
8 power binoculars, for about half an hour under excellent light conditions at a dis- 
rance of about 75 yards. 

The circumstances, which made possible direct size and color comparisons with the 
Herring and Great Black-backed Gulls, make this sight record, for a bird which has 
apparently never before been reported from the United States, worthy of considera- 
tion.--JAMES L. EDWARDS, Montclair, N.J. 

Probable Occurrence of Little Gull in Massachusetts.--On June 7, 1934, 
the writers made a short afternoon trip to Nahant, Essex County, in search of late 
shore-bird. While driving down the causeway, we stopped to look over Lynn Harbor 
with our glasses, and saw a flock of ten Bonaparte's Gulls, alternately resting on the 
water and restlessly flying up for a short distance. With them was a slightly smaller 
bird, which in flight was instantly picked out by the dark under surface of the wings. 
A brief moment's observation was sufficient to check the fact that it was light gray 
above and white below, obviously a Gull, not a Tern, and we knew we were looking 
at a Little Gull (Larus minutus) of Europe. At first the flock was some distance off, 
and when the birds settled they almost disappeared. They gradually came nearer 
shore, however, and after the third restless move, the Little Gull was picked out on 
the water by its smaller size. On the wing the smaller size was even more obvious, 
and the dark under surface of the wing was easily visible and, of course, absolutely 
diagnostic. The bird was still in winter plumage, with dusky about eyes, ears and 
back of head, and as there was a broad tail band and some black and dusky near the 
tip of the wing, it was undoubtedly passing from the first winter to the second year 
non-nuptial plumage. 

Unfortunately the bird could not be collected, as Lynn Harbor is sanctuary. In 


