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Sumner on Taxonomic Distinctions Viewed in the Light of 
Genetics.--Prof. Sumher's work in the study of subspecies of Deer Mice 
(Peromyscus) with a view to determining the stability of so called sub- 
specific characters is well known to our readers and in this most interesting 
and suggestive paper • he presents a general review of the relation of 
"systematics" to genetics. 

The paper must be read in its entirety to understand the problem and 
the author's reaction to it, but we may call attention to one or two of his 
views. He is not at all in sympathy with the contention made by not a few 
geneticists, and some systematists, that "geographic variation is a process 
quite distinct from species formation," in other words that species and 
subspecies are produced in different ways and are different in character; 
a contention that the reviewer also has always opposed. 

"So far as investigated," he says, "the peculiarities of the various 
geographic races or subspecies are found to be wholly genetic" and further, 
"that the environment may have a well marked directlye influence on 
them [i.e. variations] is the belief of many students of distribution. The 
frequent parallelism between structural or pigmental gradients and climatic 
gradients furnishes one basis for this belief." Prof. Sumuer has always 
been distinctly open minded with regard to the views of the systematists 
and it is a great satisfaction to the latter that he has made his notable 
experimental studies on living subspecies and a matter for congratulation 
that he has come to uphold many of their contentions.--W. S. 

van Rossem's Notes on Types of North American Birds.•--On a 
recent visit to various European museums Mr. van Rossera has done a 
great service to American ornithology by examining the types of various 
American species preserved there. The type of Penelope vetula Waglet he 
finds to be unlike any Chachalaca known and is thus not the bird of Texas 
as had been recently supposed, so that the name of the latter must revert 
to Ortalis v. mccalli Baird. 

The type of Empidonax ridgwayi Sclater proves to be E. trailli traillii and 
causes no trouble, but Lichtenstein's Muscicapa mesoleuca instead of being 
the Olive-sided Flycatcher is a species of Elainea, while Swainson's type 
of Tyrannus borealis, while it is an Olive-sided Flycatcher, represents the 
western and not the eastern form! We have therefore Nuttallornis borealis 

borealis for the western and N. b. cooperi Nuttall for the eastern race. 
Sclater's Pyrocephalus mexicanus represents the more eastern form of 

the Vermilion Flycatcher and our author proposes to separate the Cali- 
fornia-Arizona form as P. r. flammeus (p. 353). 

The type locality of Corvus sinuatus Wagler he is able to restrict to 
Ixmiquilpan and that of Psarcolius cyanocephalus to Temascaltepec while 
Sylvia petasodes Licht. is disposed of as a synonym of Wilsonia pusilla 
pusilla (Wilson). 
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