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SOME ADDITIONAL AUDUBON COPPER-PLATES.

BY PHOEBE KNAPPEN.

I pIp not appreciate the interest attaching to copper plates for
the double elephant folio edition of Audubon’s ‘Birds of America’
until I read Dr. May’s note in a recent issue of “The Auk’ (11).!
Inquiries were immediately made concerning two plates which had
been seen and casually admired in the fall of 1928. They are
deposited in the library of the Museum Building of the New York
Botanical Garden, Bronx Park, New York City.

These plates were presented to the Botanical Garden by the
former director, Dr. N. L. Britton, to whom they were given by
John J. Crooke (4) of Staten Island, at some time previous to his
death in 1911. Mr. Crooke was, presumably, a friend of the senior
partner of Phelps, Dodge and Company [Ansonia Brass and Copper
Company], who one day advised him to inspect a recent purchase
of scrap copper, as there were figures of birds engraved on it. This
Crooke proceeded to do, and finding the scrap to consist of plates
for the ‘Birds of America,” he bought as many as he could carry
away under his arm.

One of these plates is number LXIV, of the Swamp Sparrow,
Fringilla Palustris, representing a male clinging to the stem of a
May-apple. On this plate the usual—'Drawn from Nature by J. J.
Audubon, F.R.S., F.1.S.’~is replaced by ‘Drawn from Nature by
Lucy Audubon.’ According to Mr. Ruthven Deane, Audubon
chose this as a way of paying a delicate compliment to his wife.?
On the original painting from which the plate was made, now owned
by the New York Historical Society, is this note in Audubon’s
writing: “Mr. Havell will please have Lucy Audubon [sic] name
on this plate instead of mine.”

The other plate is number CXCIV, of the Hudson Bay Titmouse,
Parus hudsonicus, illustrating a male, female and young. In six
sets of the ‘Birds of America’ consulted, the legend on this plate is
Canadian Titmouse but in two others? it appears as Hudson Bay

11talic figures in parentheses refer to bibliography.

2 (10), v. 2, p. 306.

3 One being the perfect copy selected by Robert Havell for himself, now at
Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut. (5), p. 408 and (10), v. 2, pp. 203—-204,
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Titmouse. There is no evidence that the name on the plate has
been altered, as it must have been at some time, unless there were
engraved two plates of this same subject.! The mount of the
drawing preserved in the New York Historical Society has the
following notation upon it: “Hudson’s Bay Titmouse No. 194.”
This is the form used throughout the various texts as the proper
name of the species also referred to as Canada Titmouse.

Six of the original copper-plates for the ‘Birds of America’ were
recorded as being deposited in the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington, D. C. (5). It seemed advisable to study these
preparatory to making a trip to New York to see again the plates
described above. Surprise soon yielded to delight when I found
that the only Audubon copper-plate on public display in the
Smithsonian was not one of those mentioned by Deane. This is
Plate CCLIX, of the Horned Grebe, Podiceps cornutus, a medium
sized plate portraying the male and female. There is nothing in
the records of the Institution to indicate when or by whom this
plate was donated, save that it was in the collection prior to March
5, 1888. On the back of the plate the initials H. F. S. are cut, the
H. and F. being very clearly engraved with double lines, the S.
faintly scratched on. Who H. F. S. was, the writer is unable to say.

The six plates presented to the Institution by William E. Dodge
in 1885, were then located and examined, with the result that the
plate of the Great Blue Heron—CCXI, was found to be missing,
but in its stead was a plate of the Hooping [sic] Crane, young, No.
CCLXI. Reference to the Smithsonian Institution Accession
Catalogue for 1885 disclosed that though no plate of the Great
Blue Heron had been listed, the one of the Hooping Crane was
catalogued among those received from W. E. Dodge in May, 1885.
The error here may be attributed to the loss of an ‘L’ from the
plate number CCLXI (i. e.: CCXI) in transcribing the record for
Mr. Deane. These plates were correctly noted by B. A. Bean in
1896, though he stated erroneously that the donor was a Mr.
Stuart of New York. (3).

Correspondence with Dr, N, L. Britton and Mr. W. T. Davis
uncovered the information that the rest of the Crooke plates had
been offered for sale at an auction of his estate conducted on Staten

1(10), v. 1, p. 384,
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Islandin 1911, Four of the plates were sold to Mr. J. B. H. Greaves
who recalls that he selected them from a larger number—five or
possibly six plates. The remaining plate or plates were acquired as
a memento by another friend of Crooke’s. I have so far been
unable to ascertain who this man was, and which plates he pur-
chased.

Mr. and Mrs. Greaves kindly permitted me to examine their
four, medium-sized plates, three of which are in fine condition,
the fourth being somewhat corroded: CXLIV, Small Green Crested
Flycatcher, Muscicapa acadica; CL, Red-eyed Vireo, Vireo oliva-
ceus (this lettering is nearly effaced); CXC, Yellow-bellied Wood-
pecker, Picus varius; CCCLVIII, Pine Grosbeak, Pyrrhula enucle-
ator.

All the plates examined bear in two places upon the reverse the
stamp of the copper-plate maker, the initial of the given name
being  somewhat indistinct:

A, HIAM
9 Ratcliff Row
Bath St. City Rd.
One or two of the plates also bear the stamped word, London.
Used in conjunction with correct inscriptions and dates on the
face of the plate this imprint serves as a mode of authenticating the
plates.

Two slight errors in Mr. Deane’s article (5), due to his having
published the figures and names as sent to him by the owners, are
here amended with his permission. On page 404 the plate of the
Canada Goose listed as CCLI should be CCI. On the next page
reference is made to the Cowpen Bird as Plate CCII, when it
should be XCIX, the former number referring to the figure of the
American Gull.

Some of the plates recorded by Deane (5) have changed hands
(9, 12), so it was decided to write to all the owners and institutions
listed by him and find out whether they still possessed the plates
and if not, who the present owners were. As will be seen from the
appended list a number of the plates are missing, but as another
was discovered and the names of four other plates were secured
during the course of the correspondence, the score is about even.

Number CCCXYV engraved with two figures each, of the Brown

E
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Creeper, Certhia familiaris, and the Californian Nuthatch, Sitta
pygmea, has been loaned to the Wadsworth Atheneum and Morgan
Memorial by Mrs. Allen B. Talcott of New York. This is said to
have been “found by W. E. Dodge about 1860 with six others and
given by Mr. Dodge to Dr. C. R. Agnew of New York.”

In addition to the five plates listed as belonging to Mr. Charles
A. Cowles (5), he owns number CCCXXIII of the Black Skimmer
or Shearwater; numbers XXII and LXXXII of the Purple Martin
and Whip-poor-Will respectively are in the possession of Mr.
Charles F. Bliss, while Mr. Chester F. Tolles has plate number
CCCXXII of the Red-head Duck. These four plates were men-
tioned but not identified in Cowles’ letter to Deane (4, p. 403) and
were not included in his total.

Fifty-nine plates are recorded herein, of which one has never been
found (CCXI), and nine have been lost since rediscovery. Thirty
of the remaining forty-nine plates are deposited in public institu-
tions and nineteen are privately owned.
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