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RECENT LITERATURE.

Boulton’s ‘Traveling with the Birds.’—This excellent publication!
is in the form of a child’s pieture-book, with its quarto size, large type, and
full page plates of birds usually of natural size. And if, as we venture to
predict, it shall become very popular with our boys and girls it will serve
a most useful purpose in stimulating a general interest in birds and their
protection. But so well has the author presented his subject that it makes
interesting reading for both old and young alike while the simplicity of his
style makes his treatment of a difficult problem readily understandable to
all. Using the works of Chapman, Wetmore, Rowan and others as his
basis, he has presented the whole subject of migration in a thoroughly up
to date manner but free from all technicalities while he has brought in
various correlative phases of bird life in a very clever manner.

As we have recently stated in another connection, the ornithological
artist has been handicapped in the recent state bird books by the necessity
of crowding his figures on the plates but with the large size of the present
volume, and with only the comparatively few species cited in the text to
depict, Mr. Walter Weber, who has furnished the illustrations, has been
entirely free from this limitation. He has presented us with twelve ad-
mirable paintings excellently reproduced illustrating twenty-four species,
often only one or two to a plate. The male and female Scarlet Tanager on
a branch of flowering dogwood which also appears on.the cover appeals
particularly to the reviewer as it was in just such a setting that he first
made the acquaintance of this species over fifty years ago. The composi-
tion of all the plates is excellent and the backgrounds well selected. In
addition Mr. Weber has depicted twenty-seven other species in pen
sketches in the text. Both author and artist are to be congratulated upon
a most attractive and authoritative book.—W. S.

Taka-Tsukasa’'s ‘The Birds of Nippon.’—The second part? of this
handsomely gotten-up work is before us, covering the physiography of the
country and a continuation of the Gallinaceous birds, two races of Syrmati-
cus soemmerringit and two of Phasianus versicolor being considered.

The high standard of the former part is fully maintained, the original
description of each species or subspecies is given in full with a more de-
tailed modern deseription where necessary, and in the synonymy all of the
recent papers by Japanese authors are cited.

1 Traveling | with the Birds|{ A Book on|Bird Migration | By | Rudyerd
Boulton | Division of Birds | Field Museum of Natural History | Illustrated by |
‘Walter Alois Weber | M. A, Donohue & Company | Chicago, New York | 1933.
Pp. 64 pll. 12.

2 The Birds of Nippon | By | Prince Taka-Tsukasa | [titles] | Volume I | Part 2 |
Physiography | Order Galli | H. F. & G. Witherby 326 High Holborn, London,
‘W. C. i. Yokendo 7 Moyozono-Cho, Kojimachi-Ku, Tokyo, 20th April, 1933,
Pp. V-XXVII + 71-128,



