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Farley on 'Birds of the Battle River Region' (Alta.)--The region
coveredby this well gotten-up list• comprisesan area of 200 x 40 miles in
Central Alberta with which the author is evidently well acquainted.
After a "foreword" in which the country is briefly described, with some
small photographsof typical spots,the list of birds comprising238 species
and subspeciesis presented, usually with brief annotations, though in
the caseof a few speciesmuch longer notes are attached.
Only two forms of Canada Gooseseem to pass through this country;
Branta c. canadensisand B.c. leucopareia,and the Blue Goose is not
recorded. The Goshawk is regarded by the author as "the most destructive bird of prey in the west, and is the only one that I habitually shoot,"
while of Swainson'sHawk he says "a ruthless slaughter of these unwary
hawks is beingconstantlycarriedon by thoughtlessand cruel hunters* * *
grim reminder of the terrible ignorance of man and his utter disregard
for the country's valuable wild-life"; he moreover has no criticism of the
Marsh Hawk which Major Brooks, a little farther west, condemns so
heartily.
The Crow has vastly increasedsince the author's arrival in Alberta in
1892 and he regards it as a great menace to the ducks through its destruction of their eggs and young, especiallyon reservations. His plea
that "a whole hearted policy on the part of Canada and the United States
for the destruction of Crows would help materially in bringing the ducks
back to their former numbers" seems to be a rather extravagant statement. Crows, as we have pointed out, are as usefulas they are harmful
in various parts of the United Statesand exterminationis not the answer
in such cases but rather control in areas where the birds are a nuisance.

Mr. Farley wiselyfollowsthe A. 0. U. 'Check-List'as to nomenclature
and sequencebut insistson droppingthe apostrophein the caseof personal
names. This excellentpamphlet will go far to educatethe people of Alberta in the value and interest of their birds.--W.

S.

Wetmoro on Hummingbirds,
Swifts and Goatsuckors.--'The
National Geographic Magazine' has in the past published some notable
seriesof coloredplates of birds which have been of the greatesteducational
value and it now begins a still more pretentious undertaking: the reproduction in colors of paintings by Major Allan Brooks illustrating some
500 familiar land and sea birds of North America, to be accompanied by
suitable text by notable ornithologists. The first of these articles2 is by
Dr. Alexander Wetmore describing his experienceswith hummingbirds,
swiftsand goatsuckersin variousparts of the world, and detailedaccounts
a Birds

of the Battle

Creek

Region

With

•qotes on their

Present

Status

Mi-

grations, Food Habits and Economic Value.
By Frank L. Farley.
Camrose,
Alberta.
First Edition, July, 1932. Published by the Institute of Applied Art,
Limited.
10042, 109th St., Edmonton, Alberta.
Price 50 cents.
2 Seeking the Smallest Feathered Creatures. By Alexander Wetmore.
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of the habits and distribution of the twenty-six North Americanspecies
beautifully depicted by Major Brooks. This series will form a work
which all interestedin Americanornithologycannotafford to be without.

Besides
Major Brooks'paintings,whichare attractivelygroupedon tinted
backgrounds,there are a number of interestingphotographsof young
swifts and homrnl-g-birds.--W. S.
Legendr•'s Monograph of the •.uropean Titmice.--This publication• formsVol. VI, of the 'EncyclopedieOrnithologique'beingpublished
by Paul Lechevalier and Sons. It considersin much detail the various
speciesof titmice foundin Europewith the numerousgeographical
races
that have been recognizedby recent authorities. There are descriptions,
distributions,accountsof habits, nests and eggsetc., together with keys
for determination,maps,photographsof severalof the species,and a
coloredplate of four of the speciesof Parus. The limits of the family
Paridae are somewhatextendedby including the Kinglets. The five
genera recognizedas belongingto the group are Parus, Aegithalos,An.

thoscoFus,
Regulus,
Panurusand eighty-three
formsare recognized
while
eight supposedhybrids are described.
The paper is well preparedand forms a valuable contributionto our
knowledgeof a groupof birds to whichthe author hasgiven much attention.--W.

S.

The Indiana

Audubon Year Book.--This valuable publication

contains a vast amount of notes on Indiana birds besides much information

of wider interest. Prominent in the latter category may be mentioned

a biographicalsketch,by Dr. B. W. Evermann,of the veteran Indiana
ornithologist,Amos W. Butler, with portrait and bibliography;an extensive paper on Bird Parasitesboth internal and external by George
Zebrowski; Birds of Prey of Mercer Co., Ohio, by Paul Forsthoefel;
a shor•paper on Bird Life of Nova Scotiaby Mrs. Henry Watterman; and
Racing Homing Pigeonsby Harry M. Gould. Much information on
Robins has been compiledby Dr. Earl Brooksand Arthur M. Grass,the
latter estimatingon severalcareful countsthat the total number of Robins'

nestsin the state eachyear is over eight million!
We congratulatethe AudubonSocietyupon anotherexcellentpublication.--W.

S.

A British Bird Census.--Our colleague
W. B. Alexanderhaspublished
2
the results of both winter and summer cotrots of the bird inhabitants

of

a 125-acrefarm near Oxford, England. The results are of comparative
value with thoseobtained in the Eastern United States, with which they
• Monographie des Mesanges d'Europe par Marcel Legendre.
Encyclopedle
Orulthologlque.
Paul Lechevalier & Fils Edlteurs 12. Rue de Tournon, Paris--Vie. 1932. Pp. 1-121, 15 figs., 5 planches.
* The Bird Population of an Oxfordshire Farm, Journ..Animal ECO1. 1, NO. 1,
May 1932, pp. 58-64.

