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species,and after circlingabout they flew off up the river. Both birds
were adults. To the best of the writer's knowledge,this is the only record
of the bird in CamdenCounty. Mr. JohnT. Emlen,Jr., however,recorded
it on April 21, 1929, in BurlingtonCounty, N.J. (Auk, Vol. XLVI, Page
534).--JuLIZ_•VK. POTTER,Coilingswood,
N.J.

Fishing Ability of the Black S•n•ner (Rynchops nigra nigra).-I have watched Black Skimmersmany times "ploughing the main"
(fishing?)without ever seeingthem catch anything but on August 28,
1932,Henry H. Collins,3rd, and I werewatchingonecuttingthe water in
a shallowpoolat Tuckerten,N.J., whensuddenlyit had a fishstruggling
betweenits mandiblesat a point about one half way between•he tip and
baseof bill. The bird wheeledovera deadsodbank on the edgeof the pool
and asit did so,the fishfreeditself and droppedto the ground. Immediately the Skimmerlit and tried to securethe fishwith a straightthrust. The

soddidnotyieldandthebirdseemed
unableto graspthefish,though
in
soft sandor mud the resultwould probablyhave been different. It then
tried to get the strugglingfish by turning its bill sidewisebut this also
failed and without further delay it flew out over the pool and started
again to cut the water in its characteristicmanner. Almost at once
anotherfishwas caught. This time the victim was forcedfar up near the
baseof the bill and the skimmerflew off holdingit crosswise.
Mr. Stanley C. Arthur states that he has never seen the skimmer
catch a fish while cutting the water with its bill. (Auk, XXXVII, p. 566)
He alsosaysthat duringthe performancethe bill is not held open. From
my observationsI believe the skimmer'sbill is always partly open for
the greater part of its length when actually fishing,--an open elongated
notchwideat the tip of the bill narrowingto a point at the base. Naturally
as the skimmerforcesthe bill throughthe water any objectsuchas a fish
that is hit by the protrudingtip of the lowermandibleis forcedup into
the notch-likeopeningand caught. This methodof fishingappearsto be
the normal way for the bird to captureits prey and has been previously
noticedby Dr. Witmer Stone (Auk, XXXVII, p. 595). That it is not
witnessedmore often is due largely to the fact, no doubt, that a single
bird cannotbe kept underobservationfor any greatlengthof time. That
it usesother methodsof capturing fish is plainly pointed out by Mr.
Arthur in the above mentioned article.

As to another possibleuse of the bird's peculiarbill--I have on several

occasions
seenskimmers
onapproaching
shallowwaterto alight,apparently
test the depth by the skimmingand when the lower mandible struck
bottom, they would cometo rest. I have never seenan adult Skimmer
swimmingor floating on the water, but always standingin a position
whereits feet touch bottom.--JuL•A•qK. POTTER,Co•lingswood,
N.J.

Least Tern on the New Hampshire Coast in July.--On July3, 1932,
while walking along Hampton Beach, N.H., I was surprisedto note several LeastTerns (Sternaantillarum)plunginginto the water with the other

