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drake teal, at Troy Meadowswith a flock of about thirty Green-winged
Teal, whichshoweda whitestripeon the sideandlackedthe light crescent
bar in front of the wing. The bird wasin sight only a shorttime before
the wholeflock becamealarmedand flew off. On April 16 1 againfound
a EuropeanTeal and was able to watch it for over an hour. On this
occasion,after considerable
time spentin st•ll•i•g, the bird was seenat a
distance of less than fifty yards with 8x glasses. It was with a flock of

about twenty-five Green-wingedTeal and direct comparisonwith drakes
of this specieswas possible. The white scapularstripe was rather conspicuousand easily seenin fair light. The absenceof the white mark in
front of the wing was easilyobservedwheneverthe bird turned sideways.
This individual was more active than its associateswhich spent most of
the time restingon grassyislandswhile the EuropeanTeal swamaround
almost continuouslyoften going back and forth severaltimes over the
sameten or fifteenfoot stretchof openwater. In flight I couldnot distinguishit from the others.
On April 30 1 sawthe bird againat shortrangeandin goodlight. This
time it was accompanied
by a drake Green-wingedTeal, two femaleteal
presumablyGreen-winged,and a drake EuropeanWidgeon.--JAMESL.
EnwxRns, Montdair, N.J.

A Pintail Winters in Montana.--A male American Pintail (Dafi•a
acuratzitzihoa)spentat leastthe latter part of the winter of 1931-32near
Forfine,in the extremenorthwesterncornerof Montana. It wasobserved
by the writer frequentlyduring late January, February, and March at a
spring-fed old river channel where M•ll•rds and Green-wingedTeal
winter regularly.
So far as the writer is aware,the only previouspublishedrecordof the
occurrenceof this speciesin Montana during winter was obtained at
Choteau,December27, 1912 (Saunders,Condor,xvi, p. 128).--W•rON
WEYDEMEYER,
Fortinc,Montana.

Number of Feathers on a Duclr.--I recentlycounted11,903feathers
(exclusiveof down) on an adult femalemallard. This information,though
meagre,is offeredas an additionto the totals given by McGregor (Condor,
v. 5, p. 17, 1903)of 1889featherson a •ldn of Ammodramus
sandwichensis
and 6544 on one of Larus glaucescens.--I•oErEKN•rrEN, Washi•q•ton,
D.C.

Shovellet Nesting near Chicago.--On June 4, 1932, I found a nest

of the Sbovelier
duckat McGinnes
Sl.ough,
nearOrland,in the Cook
County (Illinois) forest preserves. The adult birds had been seen repeatediy at this place throughoutthe latter part of May and, as they
werealwaysfoundin the samesmallbay, it wassuspected
that they were
nesting. Searchwas made for the nest on severaldates,but it was not
until June 4 that it was finaliy located,in thick grasson a dry hillside
about 150 yards from the water. The nest containednine eggs,which

462

Auk

General
Notes.

[Oct.

hatched presumably on June 5, as the young birds were gone when I
visited the nest on the morning of June 6.

The Shovelletis a fairly commonmigrant here and is occasionallyseen
during June, but I do not know of any other recent breeding recordsfor
Cook County, Illinois. At McGinnes Slough, where this nest was found,
the Blue-winged Teal, Coot and Florida Gallinule breed in considerable
numbers.•.
BLAXRCOURSEN,761 East 69th Place, Chicago,Illinois.
The Color of the Iris in the American Merganser

and Holboell's

Grebe.--In all descriptionsand illustrationsof the American Merganser,
(Mergusamericanus)the iris is given as red or carmine. In fifty years
acquaintancewith the speciesI have never seen either a male or female
with any trace of red in the eye.
In the adult male the iris is very dark brown sometimeswith an outer
ring of dull yellow which is concealedby the eyelid in life, the eye at a
little distanceappearingblack.
In the adult female the iris is sometimes similar to the male at others

with an outer ring of paler brown, more reddish,and usually with the
concealedouter ring of yellow.
Young birds of both sexesafter the downy stage have eyes that are
mostly yellow with hazel brown around the pupil.

I am publishingthis notejust nowasin the recent'Birdsof Minnesota.'
I am credited with an illustration showingboth sexeswith scarlet eyes,

in my originalpaintingthe irideswerecoloredasin the abovedescriptions.
Does this Merganserever have red eyesor is this color a mistakenidea
following the actual color of the Old World species,Merguscastor? In
my opinionthe two birdsare not conspecific.
In Holboell's Grebe an exactly similar error persists,in this caseI am
absolutelycertain that no grebeof this speciesever had red eyesin any

plumageunlessa shot-damaged
eyesuffused
with bloodmight havebeen
taken for a red-colored one.
In Forbush's 'Birds of Massachusetts' the illustration shows the winter

plumagedbird with eyesand bill of the correctcolorevidentlydrawn by
Fuertesfrom life; but hisfigureof the summerplumagedadult is wrongin
the color of the iris and shapeand colorof the bill.
The bird reaches its maximum of abundance in British Columbia, is

seldomout of sight of the windowsof my home here, and within a few
miles hundredsof pairs breed.
The iris in the adults of both sexesis dark brown usually with an outer
concealedring of yellowish or gold, the brown sometimesspeckledwith
gold.
In youngbirds and thosein their secondyear the iris is largelyyellow,

usuallybrownaroundthe pupil. The eyelidis alwaysyellow.
Why this grebe alone amongthe grebesis supposedto have a brown
iris in the winter and red in summer it is difficult to understand.

grebeshowsany changein eye colorwith the seasons.
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