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Buick's 'The Mystery of the Moa.'--In this book• the author pre- 
sents an exhaustive account of the great extinct Moss of New Zealand. 
While in one chapter he gives us a synopsis of the various species of Moss, 
some twenty-three in number, the main portion of the work is historical in 
character and covers in an interesting way the first discovery of Moa bones 
and the many that have followed, also the search for native traditions 
relative to the bird and the question of whether it still existed in historic 
time, all of which has been involved in more or less obscurity and mixed 
with contradictions and misstatements. 

Besides the many bones one specimen of a smaller species of Moa was 
found in 1878 in Otago, near Queenstown, which still retained portions of 
the sldn and some feathers, while the dried up eyes were still in their sock- 
ets. Nine or more eggs of the bird have also been found with the shells in 
a more or less perfect condition. 

While there are several accounts of men who claimed to have seen the 

Moa, none of them are satisfactorily confirmed and the same is true of the 
stories told early emigrants to New Zealand by old Maori natives. Our 
author concludes, after assembling all the evidence, that the extermination 
of the great birds began with the arrival of the first of the Maori tribes, the 
Waitaha, in 1470, and was completed about 1770. 

There are interesting accounts of the arrival of the first bones in England 
and of Prof. Richard Owen's researches, while numerous portraits of those 
connected with the discovery of Moa remains and with Moa literature, as 
well as pictures of important bones, skeletons, etc., serve as illustrations 
to this interesting book. There is an Appendix of notes and references to 
various publications and a good bibliography.--W. S. 

Hortling's 'Handbook of the Birds of Finland.'--This excellent 
work • which we have already noticed in these columns is finally brought 
to conclusion with the appearance of part five although there is no indica- 
tion of division into parts except for the separate covers, as the pagination 
is continuous. The work is well printed and thoroughly up to date. Under 
each species is a description, and accounts of habits, song, nesting, food, 
distribution and migration, while a paragraph is added giving the deriva- 
tion of the technical name and the German, Eng]ksh and French vernaculars. 
The illustrations, of which there are forty-one, consist of photographs of 
well-mounted birds arranged in groups. 

A systematic list of the birds of Finland and a bibliography complete 
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the work. In the former a clever system of symbols indicates the character 
of occurrence of each bird: * represents a breeding bird; j•, a spring migrant; 
•, a fall migrant and (), an occasional vidtor. 

There are separate generic headings with keys to the species in most 
ca•s. 

We congratulate Dr. Hortling on his a•mlrable work which will be a 
standard for our knowledge of the birds of Finland and adjoining regions 
for many years to come and should interest many citizens of that country 
in the study and protection of their wild bird life. Our only regret is that 
being printed entirely in the Swedish l•nLmage it will not be available to 
many Americans.--W. S. 

Shorter Papers., 

Bailey, Alfred M.--The Snowy Egret. (Amir/can Forests, Jan., 1932.) 
--With admirable photographs of nesting birds on the Louisiana coast. 

Bailey, Harold II.--A New Seaside Sparrow from Florida. (Bu/l. No. 
7'. Bailey M•. Nat. Hist., Miami, Fla., Aug. 1, 1931 [Received Dec. 2].) 
--Fh•osp/za mar/timus [sic] shannoni (p. 1), Duval Co., Florida. 

Bartholomew, James.--Woodcock. (•/as#ow Natu•a/ist, Dec., 1931.) 
--A detailed account of the European Woodcock, its habits, migration, 
etc. 

Boulton, Rudyerd.--New Species and Subspecies of African Birds, 
(Annals Carnegie Mus., VoL XXI, No. 1, Nov. 14, 1931, pp. 43-560-- 
Gymnobucco calvus vernayi (p. 44); Vridibucco coryphaea angolensis (p. 46); 
Macrosphenus puli•ri (50) upon which is based Onychorhinus subgem nov. 
(p. 47); A palis cinerea grandis (p. 52); A. bam•dae grausae (p. 53); 
cus laura• (p. 54); and Laniarius nya•ae (p. 55)--the last from Nyasaland; 
all the rest from Angola. 

Bowen, W. Wedgwood.--A New Subspecies of Woodpecker from East 
Mrica. (Proc. Aex•d. Nat. •. Pii/a., LXXXIII, p. 451, Dec. 14, 1931.)• 
Carapath•ra nivosa ya,•is (p. 451) Kenya Colony. 

Bowen, W. Wedgwood.--Geographical Variation in Trachyphonus 
margaritatus. (Proc. Acad. Nat. •gci. Phila., LXXXIV• pp. 9-10• Feb. 20, 
1932.)--T. m. berberensis (p. 10), Berber Prov., Sudan. 

Bradlee• Thomas •. and Mowbray, •ut• •..--A List of Birds Re- 
corded from the Bermudas with Additional Notes Compiled by Warren F. 
Eaton. (Proc. Boston •goc. Nat. Hist., Vol. 39, No. 8, pp. 279-382, Dec. 
1931.)--An excellent annotated list of 246 species of which 59 have been 
observed but once; 33 twice; 18 three times; and 28 four or five times--a 
total of 138 "accidentals." Besides the e•inct Cahow and the very rare 
Manx Shearwater, 22 species have been known to breed or are resident and 
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