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ping their wings and twitching their tails, which attracted the attention
of another Thrasher and a pair of Catbirds (Dumatella carolinensis)which
cameto their aid in defenseof the young. The new comersjoined in with
the parents both vocally and physically until I left the lot.

In an early May morningin 1930 in a quiet garden, the parents of a
youngRobin (Planesticus
migratoriusmigratorius)wereteachingit how to
fly. Suddenlya neighbor'scat slippedover the fence,caughtthe young
Robin and started for home. The parentsin their frantic effort to make
the cat releasethe bird, attracted the attention of another Robin and a
pair of Cardinals (Cardinalis cardinalis cardinalis) nesting nearby in a
honeysuckle. All five birds jumped on the cat's back, screamingand
peckingit sovigorouslythat it releasedthe youngRobin and returnedhome.
The Robinsleft the gardenbut throughoutthe day at sightof the cat the
Cardinals screamed and flew at her.

For four or five years a pair of Blue Jays (Cyanocittacristatacristata)
has nestedin our yard. Even after the young are grown,at the approach

of a cat,dogor person,
at leastfiveBlueJaysappearscreaming
and,in all
casesexceptone, the screamingput the intruder to rout and in this casethe

cat was attackedby peckingand soonfied.--Mx•RAI•?•E RoA•)s,Hillsboro,Ohio.

Bird Injured by High Tension Wire.--I had long adheredto the
belief that a bird is not subject to danger of eloctrocutionor ignition by
perchingon a high tensionwire, exceptcontactbe madewith one wire and
the ground or two wires. Due to the manner in which such wires are

commonlyplacedthis wouldamountto almostan impossibility. A unique
exceptionto this belief occurredin the followingincident.
It was not my privilege to be presentto observepersonallythe details
of the casualty,hence,they were collectedfrom reliablespectators,and
are related with slight mutation as obtained.
A high tensionwire, carrying23,000 volts passesthroughthe villageof

Franklin Square,Ohio. The wires are, as nsual•frequentlyutilized for
perchesby birds.
On August 23, 1930 a report which was audible for some distance was
heard by the residentsof Franklin Square,a numberof whom immediately
gatheredabout the placeof its source. Up to a few momentsafter its fall,
fire couldbe seenemanatingfrom one end of the high tensionwire which
had broken and fallen to the ground.
The line-men which had been summonedto the scenesoon appeared.

A badly burnt bird which had been previouslynoted hoppingabout in
the grassnearby (about fifteen feet from directly beneathwhere the wire
broke) was then capturedby the men and pronounceda Flicker. From
information obtained, however, ! suspectit to have been a Robin. Per-

formingan act of mercyasthey claimedthe bird waskilledandtaken away,
and, thus, was not available for unquestionableidentification.
The plumage had been almost completely consumedby fire, the only
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remainingportionwas the quillsand rachisof the contourfeathers,all
down as well as the webs o• the contour feathers were burned.

With a desire of obtalni•g an expl•tion of the causeand probable
frequency of an occurrenceof this nature a competentCleveland electrician wasconsulted. I am indebtedto him for the followinganalysis,and
can do no better than to quotefrom his recentreply to my inquiry.
"Will say that a similar incident may have never occurredbefore, and
may not again.
"In my opinionthe bird did not get shortedacrossthe wiresor grounded
with sameor it would have been killed. It probablywas sitting on the
wire very nearwheresamebroke,and wasin the path of the arc whichwas
causedby the bre•lcingof the path of the flowof electricity.

"Thebreakin thewirewascaused
by a flaworinjurytosame,andprobably would have broken even if the bird did not alight on it. An arc is due
to the flow of current beingbroken when carryinga high voltageand am-

perageand may be from a fractionof an inch up to severalfeet, similarto
a flashof lightning,which forms a high heat unit."--P•u• A.
Leetonia,Ohio.

OriginalPublicationof Chionophilos
alpestrisinsularis.--The
HornedLark whichinhabitsthe islandsof SantaCruz, San Clemente,etc.
off the Californian coast,recognizedfirst by Dr. C. H. Townsendto be
a separaterace, has been known by the name Otocor/salpestrisinsularis
Townsend,datingfrom September9, 1890,whenTownsend'sdescription
waspublished(Prec.U.S. Nat. Mus., XIII, p. 140). The late Dr. Jonathan
Dwight publisheda reviewof the Horned Larks (Auk, VII, pp. 138-158,
April, 1890). On page152 (in text) Dr. Dwight says: "Mr. C. H. Townsendhaskindly loanedme a seriesof ten male HornedLarks from the Santa
Cruz groupof Islands,California,includingthe type of the bird which he
callsinsula•s. I am much surprisedto find his birds practicallyindistinguishablefrom Orelogonspecimensof str/gata. They are the samesize
'and though averaginga little darker, the nape approachingbrick red,
someof them can be matchedby the few specimensof strigata,I have for
comparison,
etc." This constitutinga draghosts,
and being the earliest
useof the nameinsu/aris,the nameshouldnow be: Chionophilos
alpsstr•s
insularis (Dwight). The original citation is: [Otocorisalpestris]insularis
(TownsendMs.) Dwight, Auk, VII, p. 152 (in text), April, 1890--"Santa
Cruz groupof Islands,California";the type in the U.S. National Museum
is from San ClementeIsland (fide Townsend). The genericname ChionophilosBrehm, 1832,haspriority overOtocorisBonaparte,1838 (cf. Laubmann,Verb. Orn. Ges.Bayern,15, p. 222, 1922).--C. ELI(rr U•rRDOWN,
Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago,Ill.

[WhileOtocor/s
a. insu/aris,as mentionedby Mr. Underdown,actually
first appearedin Dr. Dwight's paper, the fact shouldbe noted that the
specieswas describedby Dr. Townsend,and it wasonly due to a delayin
the publicationof his paperthat the namefirst appearedelsewhere.Dr.

