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NOTES ON THE WINTER BIRDS OF CENTRAL
ARKANSAS.

BY CHRESWELL J. HUNT.

Puraskr County is the centralmost county of Arkansas. The
topography of the county is quite diversified. While a goodly
portion of the area is given up to the city of Little Rock there are
still many wooded sections in the northern part of the county and
more or less bald cypress is to be found in the river bottoms of the
southeastern portion. The Arkansas River enters the county at
the northwestern corner and snakes its crooked way across the
county finally making its exit at the southeastern corner. In the
western part of the county lies an area of pine-clad hills where
Pine Warblers and Kinglets were found in numbers while the
eastern part of the county is mainly given up to cultivated fields
where such species as the Prairie Horned Lark were found. The
Arkansas River supplies many water bird records.

In Prairie and Arkansas Counties, lying to the.east of Pulaski
County, is located the state’s great rice growing territory and it is
here that vast numbers of wild ducks congregate for the winter.
Here is to be found one of the greatest duck hunting sections of the
United States.

The writer spent the winter of 1924-1925 in Little Rock and
spent considerable time exploring the surrounding country. My
field trips covered most of Pulaski County but as I also have
numerous records for the surrounding counties it seems advisable
to include these as I believe my list to be truly representative of the
winter bird life of central Arkansas.

Unless otherwise stated the localities given are in Pulaski County,
and the dates, unless otherwise noted, refer to the winter of 1924~
1925, that is the months of December, 1924 and January, February
and March of 1925.

Colymbus auritus. HornNep Grueb.—One observed at Willow
Beach on January 29.
. Podilymbus podiceps. Prmp-siLLep GrEE.—Single birds observed

at different times in many localities.

Anhinga anhinga. WarerR Turkey.—One observed in the Arkansas
River east of Little Rock on March 13.
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Mergus americanus. AMERICAN MERGANSER.—A mounted male
specimen was on display in the Bush-Caldwell Co. sporting goods store on
Main Street, Little Rock. I was informed that this specimen was mounted
by a Mr. Bale, a local taxidermist. I visited Mr. Bale and learned that
the bird had been shot from a sand bar in the River near Little Rock early
in January, 1925.

Lophodytes cucullatus. Hoopep MERGANSER.—A mounted female
specimen was on display in a Little Rock store window, that was said to
have been taken ‘‘Some time in December.”

Anas platyrhynchos. MarLarp.—Abundant in the rice fields of
Prairie and Arkansas Counties all winter. Thousands are killed by gunners.
A party of sportsmen would leave Little Rock about 2 o’clock A. M. and
motor to the rice fields, arriving there about daybreak, spend a few hours
duck hunting and return to Little Rock in the afternoon each with his bag
limit of fifteen ducks and practically all of them Mallards.

Anas rubripes rubripes. Rep-LEGGED Brack Duck.—On January
19 two Black Ducks, in the flesh, were shown me by Mr. Bale who had
just received them to mount. I believe these birds were of the red-legged
variety. They had been shot in the rice fields to the east of Little Rock.

Dafila acuta tzitzihoa. PinrTain.—A male of this species, taken
near Dewitt, in Arkansas County, on January 17, was presented to my
friend, Mr. Albert C. Galt, for dinner. This bird was in such excellent
plumage that I preserved the skin which is now in my collection. Taxi-
dermist Bale told me that this species is not common and that he had not
mounted one in several years.

Nyroca affinis. Lesser Scavp Duck.—Four birds were observed at
Willow Beach on January 29 and a flock of several hundred was seen on
the River near Scott on February 10.

Ardea herodias herodias. Grear BLue HeEroN.—One observed at
Willow Beach on January 29.

Fulica americana. Coor.—Several observed along the river on
March 13.

Gallinago delicata. WriLson’s Snree.—Two birds observed east of
Little Rock on March 14.

Ozxyechus vociferus. KirLpeer.—Seen March 13, east of Little Rock.

Colinus virginianus virginianus. Boswarre.—Common in suitable
localities. Three birds were taken by Mr. H. W. Mabbitt near Maumelle
on January 31.

Zenaidura macroura carolinensis. MourNiNgG Dove.—Common.
Small flocks observed during January and February at various localities.
‘While driving over the highways during March one would frequently flush
Doves feeding in the road.

Cathartes auraseptentrionalis, Turkey VuLTURE.—Fairly common.

Catharista urubu. Brack Vuurure.—Occasionally seen. Not as
common as the preceding species.
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Circus hudsonius. Marss Hawx.—One observed at North Little
Rock on March 10.

Accipiter velox. Smarp-sHINNED HAWK.—One observed at Pulaski
Heights on January 25.

Buteo borealis borealis. Rep-ramep Hawk.—Occasionally seen.
I have in my collection an adult male that was taken near Russellville,
Pope County, in December, 1925.

Buteo lineatus lineatus. REp-sEOULDERED Hawk.—Observed twice
near Little Rock and many times in the adjoining counties.

Falco sparverius sparverius. Srarrow Hawxr.—Observed near Little
Rock on January 25, February 26, March 4 and March 20.

Tyto pratincola. BArN OwL.—I have a specimen that was sent me
in the flesh which had been killed near Russellville, in Pope County, in
December, 1925.

Strix varia varia. Barrep Owr.—Fairly common in the denser wooded
sections.

Otus asio asio. ScrEEcH OwL.—Fairly common. I have a specimen
taken near Russellville, Pope County in December, 1925.

Bubo virginianus virginianus. Grear HorneEp Owr.—Not uncom-
mon in the wilder sections. I have a male specimen that was taken near
Dewitt, Arkansas County, November 4, 1925 and a female specimen
taken near Russellville, Pope County, in December, 1925.

Ceryle alcyon. BrrrEp KingrisHER.—Frequently observed along the
Arkansas River during February and March. I have a specimen in my
collection that struck a wire at Main St. and Capitol Ave., Little Rock,
May 18, 1025.

Dryobates villosus villosus., Hairy WoopPECKER.—Observed Janu-
ary 30 at Maumelle and east of Little Rock on March 13.

Dryobates pubescens medianus. Downy WoopreEcKER,—Com-
mon. Specimens taken at Marche’, January 17, Willow Beach, January
29, and at Maumelle, January 30.

Sphyrapicus varius varius. YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER.—A speci- -
men taken at Marche’ on January 17. Observed at Pulaski Heights on
February 25.

Phloeotomus pileatus pileatus. PiLeaTeEp WooprECKER.—Still to
be found in the wilder sections. I have a specimen that was taken near
Russellville, Pope County, April 1, 1926. _

Moelanerpes erythrocephalus. Rep-HEADED W0ODPECKER.—Common.
Observed in all localities visited.

Centurus carolinus. Rep-perriep WoopPECKER.—Common every-
where. Specimens taken at Marche’ January 17. .

Colaptes auratus auratus. Fricker.—Fairly common.

Chaetura pelagica. Crmuney Swirr.—Arrived at Little Rock March
26, 1925 in great numbers. This species is of course not a winter bird.

Sayornis phoebe. ProesE.—Several noted. Observed January 30
at Maumelle and March 4 at Pulaski Heights.
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Otocoris alpestris praticola. Prairre Hornep LARK.—Three speci-
mens taken from a flock of sixty at Scott on February 10.

Cyanocitta cristata cristata. BrLue JAy.—Common. A number re-
mained about the city of Little Rock all winter.

Corvus brachyrhynchos brachyrhynchos. Crow.—Common.

Corvus ossifragus. Fisa Crow.—Two of this species were observed
along the Arkansas River west of Little Rock on March 7.

Agelaius phoeniceus phoeniceus. Rep-wincep Bracksirp.—Ob-
served near Little Rock February 25, March 20 and March 7.

Sturnella magna subspecies (?). MpapowrLARK.—Common all win-
ter in the fields east of Little Rock.

Euphagus carolinus. RusTy BracksIRD.—Observed near Little Rock
February 25 and March 13.

Quiscalus quiscula aeneus. BroNzED GRACRLE.—Common. Ob-
served during February and March at numerous localities.

Agtragalinus tristis tristis. GoupFince.—Observed near Little Rock
March 4, March 7 and March 13.

Passerculus sandwichensis savanna. SavanNaE SpArRrOw.—One
collected near Scott on February 10.

Pasgserherbulus henslowi occidentalis. WesTeErN HENSLOW’S SPAR-
row.—One observed near Little Rock on March 7.

Zonotrichia albicollis.  WraiTE-THROATED SPARROW.—Common.
Specimens collected January 30 and March 7.

Spizella pusilla pusilla. FieLp SparRrow.—A few observed. Heard
singing at Maumelle on February 25.

Junco hyemalis hyemalis. SraTE-cOLORED JUNCcO.—Common about
Little Rock all winter.

Melospiza melodia melodia. Sone Sparrow.—Observed January
31 and March 7 west of Little Rock and February 10 and March 13
east of the City.

Melospiza georgiana. Swamp SPARROW.—Specimen collected March
7 at Pulaski Heights.

Passerella iliaca iliaca. Fox SparrRow.—Qccasionally seen. Several
singing near Maumelle on March 7.

Pipilo erythrophthalmus erythrophthalmus. Townee.—Fairly
common. Specimen taken at Maumelle on February 25.

Cardinalis cardinalis cardinalis. CarpiNaL.—Very common. Spec-
imen collected at Maumelle February 25.

Progne subis subis. PurpLe MAaRTIN.—Arrived at Little Rock
March 20, 1925. This was a spring migrant and not a winter bird.

Bombycilla cedrorum. Cepar Waxwine.—Small flocks occasionally
seen. Two specimens taken near Maumelle, January 31.

Lanius Iudovicianus migrans. MicranT Surike.—Common. Two
specimens collected at North Little Rock on January 29.

Dendroica coronata. MyrTLE WARBLER.—A small flock observed
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at Maumelle, January 30 and specimens collected at Scotts, February
10 and at Pulaski Heights, March 7.

Dendroica vigorsi. Pine WarsLER.—Specimens collected at Pulaski
Heights on February 26, March 4 and March 7.

Mimus polyglottos polyglottos. Mockingsirp.—Common about
Little Rock. Specimen taken near Maumelle February 25.

Toxostoma rufum. BrowN TaraseEErR.—Observed January 29 at
Willow Beach.

Thryothorus ludovicianus ludovicianus. CarorLiNa WrEN.—Ob-
served January 26 at Pulaski Heights, January 30 at Maumelle,
February 10 at Scott and February 25 at Maumelle,

Thryomanes bewicki bewicki. Bewrick’s WrEN.—Observed Feb-
ruary 26 and March 4 at Pulaski Heights. One heard singing in a
yard in Little Rock on March 13.

Certhia familiaris americana. BrowN Crerrper.—QObserved near
Little Rock January 29 and February 25. Specimen collected at
Willow Beach on February 10.

Sitta carolinensis carolinensis. Warre-prEASTED NUTHATCH.—

. Fairly common. Specimens collected at Maumelle, January 31 and at
Pulaski Heights March 7.

Baeolophus bicolor. Turrep Trrmouse.—Common. Specimens
collected at Maumelle on January 81 and at Willow Beach on February 25.

Penthestes carolinensis carolinensis. Carorina CHICKADEE.—
Abundant. Specimens collected at Pulaski Heights on February 26
and March 7.

Regulus satrapa satrapa. GOLDEN-CROWNED KinarLer.—Observed
January 25, January 29 and March 4 and specimens collected on Feb-
ruary 26 and March 7 at Pulaski Heights.

Regulus calendula calendula. RusY-cRowNED KINGLET.—Observed
January 31 at Maumelle and February 10 near Scott. Specimen taken
March 7 at Pulaski Heights.

Hylocichla guttata pallasi. Hermrr THRUsE.—Several noted. Speci-
men taken January 31 near Maumelle,

Planesticus migratorius migratorius. Ropmn.—Common in flocks
all winter about Little Rock. Specimen taken at Pulaski Heights March 4.

Sialia sialis sialis. Brumsmp.—Common around: Little Rock all
winter. Specimen collected near Maumelle on January 30.

810 South 18th Avenue, Maywood, Illinois.



