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Nantucket Island Notes.—At “Quays,” on January 14, 1930 at 2:30
P.M., Mr. W. D. Carpenter and Mr. Irving Sandsbury saw about
thirty-five Black-crowned Night Herons (Nycticorax nycticorax naevius).
On June 21, 1930 while Miss Grace Wyatt and I were in the ‘“Hidden
Forest,” there were very few birds to be seen, and the place seemed
deserted but just before leaving Miss Wyatt called my attention to a
small bird. We stood still and it soon returned with a white grub in its
bill, which it carried to a sourwood stump four inches in diameter, and
three feet high, the top being broken off in a slant, in which there was a
hole one and three quarters inches in diameter at the entrance, and widen-
ing out lower down, with an estimated depth of ten inches. Inside we
saw two young birds nearly ready to leave the nest. The parent bird, a
Chickadee (Penthestes atricapillus atricapillus), came several times while
we stood there with a white grub in its bill and alighted within eight feet
of us. It showed no signs of solicitude at our presence.

During the latter part of January, 1930, Mr. W. D. Carpenter of Nan-
tucket, saw a Mockingbird (Mimus polyglotios polyglottos) which came to
his yard with other birds to be fed. Only one was seen. Mr. Carpenter
used to spend the winter in Florida and knows the bird.

Hudsonian Curlew. Nantucket, August 22, 1930. In riding over the
Commons this afternoon with two ladies who are interested in birds, we
came upon a flock of Hudsonian Curlew (Numenius hudsonicus) which we
have here every year, as far back as I can remember; there were about
thirty-five to forty birds, and standing out very prominently among
them was an albino; we drove the automobile some five or six times,
towards them, as they did not go far, but we could not get nearer than
one hundred and fifty yards of them, but as we all had field glasses, we
could see them plainly. In striking contrast to its brown companions,
this albino bird was white on all the upper parts, head and neck, the
under tail coverts were yellowish white, the half of the curved bill towards
the end was pinkish in color, the basal half was darker, albinos in shore
and marsh birds are extremely rare.—GreorGE H. Mackay, Nantucket,
Mass.

Unusual Observations for Western Pennsylvania.—On May 15
1930, while collecting birds for the Carnegie Museum in Pymatuning
Swamp near Shermansville, Crawford County, Pennsylvania, I located a
colony of Short-billed Marsh Wrens (Cistothorus stellaris). They were
located in a marshy field alongside a corduroy road running through
the swamp from Shermansville southwestwardly to Stewartville. Long,
thick, marsh grass covered this field and the bent over dead grass formed
a thick mat near the ground. At least six males were singing from tall
weed stems, the sound being very similar to that made by the rapid striking
together of two pebbles. While singing the tails of the birds were bent
over their backs almost touching their heads. If too closely approached
the birds would dive down among the thick mat of grass and reappear at a



