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therefore of double origin, partly descended from the endemic fauna and 
partly from Steppe forms which had adapted themselves to forest life, 
while the present Steppe fauna is similarly explained. The isolation in 
past times has resulted in the presence of closely related subspecies in 
widely separated regions.--W. S. 

Thomson on the Migration of the European Woodcock.--This 
paper • deals mainly with the movements of the bird in Great Britain and 
Ireland and is based upon banding returns. It is found that a majority of 
the individuals are resident but that possibly one-third are more or less 
migratory. There is a well-marked autumn movement from Scotland 
and the north of England to Ireland, while some individuals pass on to 
the continent. Curiously enough, however, there is no evidence of a 
return to the place of origin. 

It is admitted that various artificial factors enter into the record, 
especially the shooting on the home estate, so that the data cannot be 
treated statistically. Ninety-five per cent of the recoveries relate to the 
first four years of the birds' lives but certain individuals are found to live 
to eight, eleven, twelve and even twelve and a half years.--W. S. 

Recent Papers by Austin Roberts.--Several papers on African birds 
by Austin Roberts have appeared within the past few years. 0he 2 consists 
of corrections to his 'Synoptic Check-list,' with descriptions of several 
new forms and two new genera; Criniferoides (p. 218) for Chizaerhis 
leucogaster and Caloardea (p. 219) for Ardea leuconotus. A second paper a 
contains descriptions of eggs of a number of African species while a third 4 
is a report on a collection of birds and mammals from southwestern Africa, 
obtained by M. R. D. Bradfield. In this a new genus, Chapinortyx 
(p. 291), is proposed for Francolinus harllaubi and seven new subspecies 
are proposed belonging to the genera: Chapinortyx, Psammoaetus, Melig- 
nothes, Sabota, Fringillaria and Ortygornis. 

A fourth • paper contains new forms of Pternistes, Chaetopus, Epi- 
cypselus Hyphantornis, Ortygospiza and Apalis.--W. S. 

Tugarinow on the Birds of North Mongolia.--This is an account ø 
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of the expedition of the Russian Academy of Sciences through northern 
Mongolia. The physical features of the country are described and the 
character of the vegetation. There follows a systematic list of the birds 
and a consideration of the several zoogeographic regions with their char- 
acteristic species. There are fourteen photographs of the country and a 
map, the report forming a valuable contribution to a region that has been 
but little studied.--W. S. 

Iranow on Birds of the Yakutsk District.--In this paper' there is 
presented a study of the birds of the immense republic of Yakutsk which 
covers some 570,000 square kilometers. It is based upon the author's 
personal experiences as a member of the Expedition of the Russian Academy, 
and the various collections from the region contained in several Russian 
institutions. The district is divided into three areas, the elevated portions 
of the Verkhoyansk Mountains, the Lena-Amga area on the left shore of 
the Lena, and the Aidan-Maya area in the southwestern section which has 
a very distinct fauna belonging more properly to a different zoographical 
province. There follows a well annotated list of 198 species, and others 
apparently observed by other explorers. Mr. Iranov has made a valuable 
contribution to the natural history of the region.--W. S. 

Shorter PaDers. 

Bangs, Outram.--A Trembler New to Science. (Proc. New England 
Zool. Club, XI, pp. 39-41. August 30, 1929.)--Cinclocerthia rufica•da 
sola (p. 40) based on an old Lafresnaye specimen labeled as from Guade- 
loupe but probably from some small neighboring island. 

Bangs, Outram.--An Unclescribed Form of the Greater Vasa Parrot. 
(Proc. New England Zool. Club. XI, pp. 49-50. October 31, 1929.)-- 
Coracopsis vasa wulsini (p. 50) from western Madagascar, but Mr. Bangs 
has apparently been anticipated by a few weeks by M. L. Layauden who 
has described what appears to be the same form in 'Alauda' for September 
10, naming it C. v. drouhardi. 

Bond, James. A New Tanager from the Massff de la Selle, Haiti. 
(Proc. Acad. Nat. Sciences, Phzla. LXXXI, pp. 473-474. October 3, 
1929.)--Calyptophilus frugivorus selleanus (p. 473). 

Chapin, James P.--A New Bower-bird of the Genus Xanthomelus. 
(Amer. Mus. Novitates. No. 367. August 9, 1929, pp. 1-3.)--X. bakeri 
(p. 1.) from Madang, New Guinea. 

deSchauense, R. M.--Description of a New Form of Bhringa 
from the Hills of Northern Siam. (Proc. Acad. Nat. Sciences, Phila., 
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