
Roosevelts' 'Trailing the Giant l•anda2--Just as the reports on the 
scientific results of their previous exploration in Asia are being published 
there appears this account • of the second Asiatic expedition of the Roose- 
velt brothers--the Kelley-Roosevelt-Field Museum Expedltion• which 
penetrated into the wild portions of Yunnan and Szechuan, central China• 
where the object of the trip was attained in the shooting of a fine specimen 
of the giant panda of the bamboo jungles• discovered sixty years ago by 
Pere David, the French missionary scientist, but searched for in vain by 
subsequent hunters and naturalists. Suydam Cutting accompanied the 
Roosevelts as well as Herbert Stevens a well known British naturalist and 

explorer. There was also a scientific staff including Harold Coolidge, 
Russell Hendee, Josslyn Van •yne and Ralph Wheeler. The latter party 
remained in Indo-China, where valuable collections were made, while the 
Roosevelt party pushed northward. It is the account of this portion of 
the expedition that is vividly described in the volume before us. 

Anyone interested in exploration and travel will follow the account of 
this difficult trip with interest. There are constant descriptions of the 
people and the customs of the isolated region that the authors traversed, 
and pictures of the rugged and often desolate surroundings. The wild 
life was not abundant but always of interest, and the animals almost 
without exception of great rarity in collections. Besides the giant panda 
this is the country of the takin, serow, and ghoral and of many rare birds 
usually of desert types. An appendix gives a brief account of the principal 
game animals of the region while the volume is well illustrated by photo- 
graphs taken by members of the expedition. The Roosevelts have added 
materially to our knowledge of a little known country and will make 
familiar to thousands of persons the giant panda and other animals of 
which they had probably never before heard.--W. S. 

Aves for 1928.--Again it is our pleasure to congratulate Mr. W. L. 
Sclater upon his invaluable compilation of the •Aves' for the Zoological 
Record. This seems to be the only work of the kind which is able to 
furnish to the working systematist• in any field of zoologyt a reasonably 
prompt summary of the work of his fellow investigators throughout the 
world, without which chaos in systematic work would result. 

The ornithological section• which Mr. Sclater has so ably handled for 
many years, comprises for 1928, 1319 titles, which are classified again 
under various headings as heretofore, making reference easy. Dr. Alex- 
ander Wetmore seems to lead the American ornithologists in the number 
of his contributions. 

This necessary pamphlet may be obtained by bird students from the 
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