Vol.lg%vn] Recent Literature. 109

not also function in the preservation of the immense bill as suggested in
the case of smaller birds by J. Eugene Law (Condor 1929, p. 148)?

Dr. Hose’s book is well gotten up and fully illustrated in halftone with
a colored frontispiece of the Bald-headed Shrike (Pityriasis).—W. S.

Lowe’s List of Birds Exhibited in the London Zoo.—Nine editions
of the list of vertebrates exhibited in the famous Garden of the Zoological
Society of London have been published from 1862 to 1896, and we now
have before us the tenth or centenary edition,! covering as it does the
period of one hundred years since the founding of the Garden, 1828-1927.
The second volume of the work is devoted to the birds and lists no less than
2330 species with numerous additional subspecies.

This volume is far more than the list that its title would imply. Under
each species is a reference to the place of publication, the present day
scientific name, some important synonyms and one or more vernacular
names; also a brief statement of its range and references to publish figures.
The importance and utility of such a work cannot be overestimated.
Every keeper of a Zoo or curator of a museum will appreciate what it
means to have before him at a glance the proper names both Latin and
English of the great majority of the birds with which he has to deal and
the time saved from library research is very great.

Dr. G. Carmichael Low, to whom we are indebted for the preparation
of the bird volume, deserves the thanks of all ornithologists and curators
for the great amount of painstaking work that he has expended in the
compilation.—W. 8.

Recent Papers on Birds of Paradise.—When Linnaeus named the
first Bird of Paradise, and for many years thereafter, the civilized world
knew nothing of these wonderful creatures except for the native-made
skins which always lacked feet and caused the father of binomial nomen-
clature to give to his bird the name apoda.

Until quite recently our knowledge, while greatly increased, so far as the
discovery of new forms was concerned, was still meagre as to personal
experiences with these remarkable birds in their rugged and inhospitable
island of New Guinea. No Americans I believe had penetrated to their
haunts and a living Bird of Paradise in any American Zoo was indeed a
rara avis. Last year however, the New York Zoological Society sent Mr.
Lee 8. Crandall, its Curator of Birds, to New Guinea, accompanied by
Mr. J. E. Ward, of Sydney, Australia, with the result that no less than
forty-two Birds of Paradise of eleven species were brought safely back
to New York, where most of them are exhibited, while some were secured
by the Zoological Gardens of Philadelphia and Washington. Mr. Crandall
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