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Sass's 'On the Wings of a Bird.'--Those of us who delight in penetrat- 
ing to the heart of wood and swamp or in scouring the river shore or ocean 
beach in search of bird-lore, likewise delight in the accounts of the ex- 
periences of others, in similar pursuits, when written with the power and 
charm that create vivid pictures before our mind's eye. Such a writer 
is Herbert Ravenel Sass and in his recent book 'On the Wings of a Bird '• 
one may visit with him his favorite haunts in the South Carolina low 
lauds and share his delight in the study of the native birds of the Palmetto 
State. 

The opening chapter takes the name of the book or rather vice v•sa; 
then follow accounts of the White Ibis, the Wood Ibis, the BsJd Eagle, 
the Wild Turkey, which Mr. Sass terms appropriately "our other national 
bird," and the White Egret--"Herodias the White." While paying 
especial attention to birds, our author, like a true naturalist, does not 
ignore other kinds of life and we have a chapter on alligators and another 
on sharks and sea turtles, while in "The Magic of Still Waters" and 
"The Watcher in the Woods," we have delightful pictures of nature and 
wild life in general. This is a book that all lovers of nature should possess. 
--Wo S. 

Delamain's 'Pourquoi les Oiseaux Chantent.'--This little work • 
in its 16th edition is one of the series published under the direction of the 
author and with the title "Les Livres de Nature." 

It consists of a series of sketches of bird life in France, the titles of 
which will give one an idea of the contents: Why the Birds Sing; The 
Spring Migration; Loves and Hates; The Nuptials; The Round of the 
Titmice; The River; Nature's Larder; The Autumn Migration and the 
History of a Family of Montague's Harriers. 

This little volume will appeal to all bird lovers and those who may 
wish to improve their French, will find it a most attractive medium for 
the purpose. Incidentally in the same series are French translations of 
Seton's 'Lives of the Hunted,' Stewart Edward White's 'The Forest' and 
Wfil James' 'Smolcy.'--W. S. 

Henry and Wait on the Birds of Ceylon.--This collection of colored 
plates of the birds of Ceylon 3 was described in a notice in 'The Auk' for 
April, 1928, p. 240. The second part has now appeared which is in all 
respects equal to the initial number; the color reproductions of Mr. 
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