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Encouraging Bird Enemies of Orchard Insects.—Mr. T. T. Odell
reports' upon attempts to increase the number of birds in pear orchards
near Geneva, N. Y., as a means of control of the pear psylla. The
experiment was largely a failure as the only birds responding to efforts
to increase them were Flickers and Bluebirds, neither of which were
found to feed upon the pear psylla. The birds feeding most freely on the
pest, namely, the Chickadee, Golden-crowned Kinglet, and Red-breasted
Nuthatch, could not be induced to nest in the orchards, during the
period of this experiment.

The Myrtle Warbler, and White-breasted Nuthatch also were found to
feed upon the pear psylla. No fewer than 200 psyllas were found in the
contents of a single stomach of the Chickadee, and 150 in that of a Kinglet.
Data are presented on 15 stomachs representing 11 species of birds, and
notes are given on pellets of a pair of Screech Owls that wintered and
nested in the orchard. Birds were rather prominent among the food items.
In spite of discouraging results to date the author believes that if proper
methods are used over a period of years worth while results can be accom-
plished. The Geneva Agricultural Expenment Station hopes to continue
the work.—W. L. M. .

Barros on Food of Chilian Birds.—In a four page leaflet? the author
calls attention to the economic importanee of birds and to the desirability
of investigations of them in his region. He presents also observations
on bird food based on examinations of a few stomachs each of five species,
namely, Egretla thula, Nothoprocta perdicaria, Podiceps americanus,
Podiceps caliparoeus, and Aechmophorus major.—W. L. M.

Economic Ornithology in Recent Entomological Publications.—
Several entries under this head are here presented for the interest they have
for ornithologists. Cane Grubs.—H. E. Box like other investigators of
the subject gives credit® to bird enemies of these pests of sugar cane which
cause an annual loss of three million dollars to cane growers of Porto
Rico. He gives special credit to Blackbirds ( Hologuiscalus lugubris) and
strongly advocates the planting of more royal palms ‘“‘as the crowns of
these trees are the favorite nesting sites for blackbirds, and it is believed
that an increase in the number of palms will in time lead to the augumenta-
tion of the numbers of these useful birds.”
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