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On November 29, 1927, Mr. Bradshaw wrote me as follows about a
Whooping Crane that was shot not far from where I saw this bird: “On
the evening of October 29, a farmer residing at Estevan, Sasgk., located a
flock of Geese on his farm and under oath states that he took a pot shot
at them and wounded what proved to be a Whooping Crane, but the bird
being badly wounded he killed it and sent it to a taxidermist at Brandon
for mounting. As soon as we heard of the matter we instructed the
taxidermist to forward the bird to our Provincial Museum where it arrived
in good shape and Mr. Mitchell, our taxidermist, has mounted it. There
are one or two small buff colored feathers about two inches in diameter
on the wings which might indicate that the bird is a two year old which
had not yet reached mature plumage.” This may have been the very
bird I saw! I have two magnificent specimens in my collection, one
from Dawson, Kidder Co., N. D., obtained in the early nineties, and the
other from Buffalo Lake, eighteen or twenty miles northeast of Moose
Jaw, Sask., killed about 1904 or 1905.—W. B. MErsHON, Saginaw, Mich.

The Marthas Vineyard Crane.—It may be of interest to know that
the Crane discussed in “The Auk’ for 1926, p. 538 has been positively identi-
fied as the Sarus Crane of India. It does not seem to be generally known
that this species can withstand the winters of Cape Cod without shelter, yet
this specimen seems quite at home even when the ground is covered with
snow. Occasionally in severe weather he will take refuge in the garage on
the Whittemore estate where he lives, or in the hen house but does not re-
main under cover long and seems immune to cold even when the tempera-
ture falls to zero.

‘When his mate, a pinioned bird, died, she was mounted in a life like
position and placed near a window opening on the piazza. As long as
the specimen remained in sight the male bird would spend hours on the
piazza looking into the window.

When excited as when feeding or in the presence of visitors, this Crane
goes through the most extraordinary dance using both wings and legs
and the effect of lightness and buoyancy, with excessive activity, cannot
be described. He is attached to the chauffeur on the estate and will
follow him about like a dog and often walks along, the chauffeur holding
one of his wings.

In spite of his docility on the home grounds he must possess a rare
sense of danger for he ranges far and wide and, with so many sportsmen
at large, it is quite remarkable that he has not been shot.—LoMBARD
CARTER JonES, M.D., Falmouth, Mass.

The Courtship Display of the American Bittern.—About 9:30 in
the morning of June 15, 1927 1 had the pleasure of witnessing a courtship
scene and the display of the male American Bittern (Botaurus lentiginosus)
at rather close range.

I was walking northward along the electric railway tracks, some seven-



