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spicuous outbreak of some insect pest was at once met by the activity of
birds which naturally take advantage of a sudden abundance of satis-
factory food. In 109 cases the birds soon had the insect outbreak under
control and in 88 cases local suppression of the insect was accomplished.
The reviewer has noted several cases similar to those cited. At Solon
Springs, Wis., in June, 1926, there was a great swarming of Mayflies
that attracted birds of several species which simply gorged themselves
for a few days destroying a large proportion of the flies. Then when the
flight was over they disappeared. Again at Cape May, N. J., in August,
1925, an attack of the Catalpa caterpillar threatened to defoliate these
trees but the sudden appearance of Black-billed Cuckoos practically
exterminated them in a few days.

The importance of the presence of a “‘bird army”’ ready to cope with
any sudden insect emergency is well emphasized in such cases, and should
be borne in mind when destruction of bird haunts is imminant. As
particularly apropos of the present time, when thoughtless and ignorant
persons are advocating the extermination of the Crow, Mr. McAtee cites
a number of instances of Crows practically exterminating white grubs,
following the farmer’s plow and picking up 90 per cent of all that it turned
up.—W. S.

Bird Protection and Conservation Notes.—The Illinois Audubon
Society has issued another of its ‘Audubon Bulletins,” No. 17. It contains
among other items an account, of the proof by bird banding data that
the Mourning Dove is a migratory bird thus securing for it the protection
of the Migratory Bird Treaty. The Ridgway Memorial Fund is discussed
with illustrations of Larchmound. There are other beautiful illustrations
and the publication lives up to the high standard of its predecessors.

The Australian Museum, College St., Sydney, N. S. W. is issuing a
series of educational postal cards each depicting a species of Australian
bird in colors, the artist’s work being very well done. Six sets of five
cards each are available at one shilling per set with an explanatory leaflet.

Hans Freiherr von Berlepsch has issued a pamphlet covering his 18th
year of bird study and bird protection.

Archibald Rutledge has a timely warning to farmers to leave some
uncleared brush land as shelter for the birds since they will leave a farm
that is too clean and the farmer then looses their valuable services. The
paper appeared in the ‘Saturday Evening Post’ for July 31, 1926, and has
been reprinted in ‘California Fish and Game’ for October.

In the latter journal H. C. Bryant discusses the destruction of Western
Mourning Doves in California where Dove hunting is still legal—W. S.

The Food of Some British Wild Birds.!'—Dr. Walter E. Collinge has
in this revision of his 1913 book of the same title completed a monumental

1 Published by the Author, The Museum, York, England, in 9 parts, 1924-
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