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We regret that the cost of publication has necessitated the use of many
abbreviations in locality, ranges and references to standard works, but
these will be easily mastered by those who constantly use the list.

An appendix by Mr. H. Wolstenholme contains an explanation of the
binomial system, with notes on the origin of various names and a vocabu-
lary of Latin and Greek words used in the construction of the technical
names. Also an index of proper names with their origin marked and
accented to. indicate their correct pronounciation. An excellent outline
map of Australia shows all the type localities, the railways, river systems
and lines of average temperature.

The Committee has done an excellent piece of work and has placed
Australian systematic ornithology on the same basis as that of the rest
of the world.—W. 8.

A Chinese Checklist.—Under the editorship of three well known
writers on Chinese birds—N. Gist Gee, Lacey I. Moffett and G. D. Wil-
der there has appeared the first part of ‘A Tentative List of Chinese
Birds't covering apparently all but the Passeres and enumerating 460
species as well as many subspecies which are numbered “a”, “b”, “¢” ete.
the “species’” bearing the serial number.

Under each technical name is given a vernacular name in English and
several Chinese names. Then comes the general distribution of the
species printed in English and Chinese; the provinces of China in which
it has been recorded; and the time of year. While the authority is given
for each technical name there are no references whatever to publications.

““This list,” say the authors, “does not claim to be complete. It is pub-
lished in this imperfect form as a working basis for further study, in the
hope that corrections and additions will be made until there shall result a
satisfactory checklist of the birds of China.” In spite of this modest
statement the list seems to be an admirable piece of work, well printed and
well prepared. With it and LaTouche’s ‘Handbook of the Birds of
Eastern China’ the student of Chinese birds is placed in a position to
pursue his studies with an ease that could not have been expected a few
years ago.

We congratulate the authors upon their admirable beginning of the
‘Chinese Checklist’ and wish them every success in their undertaking.—
W. S.

Hachisuka on Egyptian Birds.—A handsome volume by M. Hachi-
suka has recently appeared, obviously dealing with the birds of Egypt, of
which 455 species and subspecies are listed. With the exception of the
scientific names, the bibliography and the index, the entire work is in
Japanese, so that we are unable to comment upon its contents, but as the
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