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are primarilydirected,rarely are seenby the ordinaryobserverwhilethe
larger, more slowlymoving,and more beneficialButeosare comparatively
easy victims. Thus the result of a Hawk campaignis the maximum destructionof the more beneficialspecies,and minimum destn•ctionof, and
subsequent
freedomof the field, for the moreinjurioustypes. It may be
added that although the Virginia campaignwas carried on primarily for
the benefitof game,Quail are not perceptiblymorenumerousthan formerly
in areas near Washington, D.C. where Hawks have been nearly exterminated.--W. L. McATEE, U. S. BiologicalSurvey,Washington,D.C.
Findings in Pellets of Barn Owl.--In the attic of an old rice mill near
Charleston,S.C., on March 25, 1926,with Mr. E. B. Chamberlainand Mr.
AlexanderSprunt,Jr., I found numerouspellets of the Barn Owl (Tyro
pratincola)togetherwith the evidenceof the nestingof the bird. As the
Barn Owl is universallyknown to be such a beneficialbird, very rarely
killing anythingbut undesirablerodents,it seemsworthwhileto recordthis
rare exceptionwherebirdshaveformedpart of the prey. As the rice mill
hasnot beenusedfor many yearsand as the plantation hasreverted to the
jungle, it is probablethat rats and mice are far lesscommonthan when
theseOwls or their ancestorstook up residencehere.
The findingsin the fifty-six pellets by Mr. Remington Kellogg of the
BiologicalSurvey are as follows:Small shrew (Cryptotisparva), 2, Rice rat
(Oryzomys
palustris),65, Cotton rat (Sigmodonhispidus),1, Red-winged
Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus),7, Sora Rail (Porzana carolina), 12,
Clapper Rail ( Rallus crepitans),4.
Dr. A. K. Fisher, in communicatingthis report to me, writes: "Al-

thoughthe matter cannot be proved,I am wonderingwhetherRails and
otherbirdswhichin a way simulatethe movementsof rats and micein the
thick foliagemight not be taken by accidentrather than intentionallyby
the Owls. This theorywouldseemto have someweightbecausethey do
not molest pigeonsthat are breedingin adjoining apartments or any
speciesthat are not foundon the groundaroundmarshesor fields."-CHARLES
W. TOWNSEND,
Ipswich,Mass.
Richardsoh'S Owl (Cryptoglaux funerea richardsoni) in Cook
County, Minnesota.--Late springand summer records for Minnesota
are not common. On the cloudyafternoonof May 20, 1926, I was fishing
for trout alongthe southernshoreof RoseLake, whichis intersectedby
the internationalboundary. Down from the high, forestedshorecame
the bell-like tin•, tin•, tin• of Richardsoh'sOwl, notes which have been
so charminglydescribedby Seton in ' The Arctic Prairies.' The guide,

scenting
thecauseof mydistraction,
volunteered
theinformation
that the
sound came from "a small owl" and that "it also sings at night."-A. W. SCrmRGER,
2021 Kendall A•'e., Madison, Wis.
Red-headed Woodpecker Nesting in Maine.--On July 4, 1926, at
Cumberland Center, a village just outside of Portland, Me., I had the
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peculiar pleasureof studying the nest of the Red-headedWoodpecker
(Melanerpeserythrocephalus),
a bird with which I am familiar in the southern states but had never before found in Maine.

The nest was discoveredby the MissesMargaret and Mildred Wyman
of CumberlandCenter. It is located in the town on the Drown Farm,
Tuttle Road, in an Americanelm besidethe roadway. At the very firstfork
one main limb is partly dead, evidently broken off by lightning or wind.
The hole is 20 feet from the ground. One week previousto this date it
was noted that both male and female becamevery active, indicating a
hatch. There was quite a companyof us viewing the nest and watching
the pair this morning. Rev. Burton A. Lucas,Walter Blanchard,Donald
B. Ames,Arthur H. Norton, Herbert M. W. Haven.
Both male and female broughtfood, and one wasseenevidently bearing
droppingsfrom the interior. Not a soundcouldbe heardfrom the young,
and this together with the fact that the parent would be inside the nest
holefor a longtime madeusbelievethat the youngwerebut a few daysold.
Not oncedid I hear the parentsutter a notein all their goingsand comings. This was in decidedcontrastto their noisy behavior in the South.
Mr. Norton sendsme the following summary of the occurrenceof the
speciesin Maine. "The Red-headedWoodpeckeris of frequent,though
not commonoccurrencein southwesternMaine: with lessfrequency east
to the Penobscot,and up the KennebecValley to the vicinity of Farmington.

It is of casual occurrencethrough the northern and eastern sections.

Recordsat hand showit to have been observedfrom April 3 to June 9 in
spring,with moreoccurrences
in May than any other month. It hasalso
beenobservedin July and August (onerecordeach)and in fall from September 2 to October 16.

In 188[ one was observed in Portland

from

Novemberto December25. (Brown, Proc.Portland Soc.N.H., 11, 20.)
According to Everett Smith, it was "not uncommon in Cumberland
County in the Fall of 1877." (1882, Smith, Forest and Stream, XVIII,
208.) Concerningits breedingin the State we have no satisfactoryevidence. S. J. Adams reported it as "breeding sparingly" in York
County: (1897, Bull. 3, IY. of Me., 74). in 1908, Miss Sara C. Eastman
reportedseeingtwo adults and two young, September2-6, 1998. l•'nfortunately we are not certain about locality, but either the vicinity of
Paris, (probably) or Portland. But this of course, is not a Veritable
breedingrecord,sincethe young, well described,(1908, Jour. Me. Orn.

Soc.X, 114) wereflying and may havecomefrom a long distanceaway,
and may have been many weeks or several months out of the nest.
The (•bservationof these birds nestinghere made a notable celebration

of the day for me. A red, white and bluebird on the "Fourth of July!"
--HAaoLI) W. COrELANI),112 Park Ave., Bridgewater,Massachusetts.
Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker in Winchendon, M•ss.--On

June 11

it was my goodfortune to find a femaleArctic Three-toed Woodpeckerin
a hemlock tree bordering the golf links. I hoped that I might find the

