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THE BIRD FAUNA OF NORTH AMERICA IN RELATION 
TO ITS DISTRIBUTION IN SOUTH AMERICA 

BY ELSIE M. B. NAUMBURG. 

MORE than one hundred species of birds leave the United 
States after the nesting season is over to spend the winter in 
South America, while others 'are either resident in their breeding 
area or find suitable winter quarters in the southern part of the 
North American continent. There are also species which are 
residents on both continents, breeding in both and still others 
which range into other parts of the world as well. 

The North American birds, therefore, that occur also in South 
America, fall into three classes: 

I. Distinctlve]y North American types, migrating to South 
America for the winter. 

II. Birds common to North and South America and probably 
breeding throughout the greater part of their habitat. 

III. Birds of cosmopolitan distribution. 
Each species must be studied throughout its range if we are 

to arrive at facts from which the whole narrative of migration 
and distribution may be read. Even among individuals of the 
same species, moreover, there are vast differences in migratory 
habits, and winter distribution cannot be determined from the 
summer home. 

In the following lists the winter distribution of each species 
has been compiled from such published records as we have and 
additional data obtained from specimens in the collections of the 
American •Vfuseum of Natural History the latter source being 
indicated by an asterisk. Subspecies are not considered in the 
present paper as it is not always clear to which of several races 
the references apply. 

CLASS I. DISTINCTIVELY NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS WINTERING 
IN SOUTH AMERICA. 

Stercorarius parasiticus. PAR•srrIc JAEGER.--To Brazil (inaccur- 
ate). 

Laxus franklini. FRANKLIN'S GuLL.---Chile and Brazil. 
Laxus atricilla. LAUGHING GULL.--Chile and Brazil. 
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Xema sabini. SABINE'S GULL.--Peru. 
Sterna m_•.•ima. ROYAL TERN.--Peru and Brazil. 
Sterna sandvicensis. SANDWICH TERN.--North Carolina to Brazil. 

Sterna elegans. ELEGANT TERN.--PacifiC coast, south to Chile. 
Sterna forsteri.• FORSTER'S TERN.---Casual in Brazil. 

Sterna hirundo. CO•ON TERN.--Florida to Brazil. 

Sterna dougalli. i•OSEATE TERN.--Bahamas to Brazil. 
Sterna antillarum. LEAST TERN.--Venezuela and Peru. 
Sterna fuscata. SOOTY TERN.--Lonisiana to Brazil. 

Chlidonias nigra. BLACK TERN.--Mexico to Dutch Guiana; Peru 
(Callao Bay) and Chile. 

Querquedula discors. BLUE-WINGEI) TEAL.--Brazil, Ecuador. 
Querquedula cyanoptera. CINNAMON TEAL.--Peru, Brazil, south to 

Falkland Islands. 
Marila affinis. LESSER ScAuP.--Ecuador.* 

Steganopus tricolor. WILSON'S PHALAROPE.--Central Chile, Central 
Argentina. 

Lobipes lobatus. NORTHERN PHALAROPE.--Ecuador.* 
Gallinago delicata. WILSON'S SNIPE.--Colombia and southern 

Brazil. 

Lirnnodromus griseus. DOWITCHER.--Northern Brazil. 
Micropalama himantopus. STILT SANI)PIPER. Uruguay and Chile, 

Ecuador.* 

Canutus canutus. KNoT.--Ecuador. 
Pisobia maculata. PECTORAL SANDPIPER.--Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador,* 

northern Chile. 

Pisobia fuscicollis. WHI•E-RUMPED SANI)PIPER.--Paraguay to south- 
ern Patagonia. 

Pisobia bairdi. BAIRD'S SANDPIPER.--Ecuador, Chile, Argentina, 
Patagonia. 

Pisobia minutilla. LEAST SANDPIPER.--Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, 
Galapagos Islands. 

Ereunetus pusillus. SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER.--Patagonia, Ecu- 
ador. * 

Ereunetus mauri. WESTERN SANDPIPER.--Venezuela, Ecuador.* 
Calidris leucophaea. SANDERLING.--Patagonia, Ecuador.* 
Limosa haemastica. tIui)SONIAN Goi)WIT.--Argentina, Patagonia. 
Totanus melanoleucus. GREATER YELLOW-LEGS. Patagonia, Ecu- 

ador. * 

Totanus flavipos. YELLOW-LEGs.--Argentina, Chile, Ecuador,* Pa- 
tagonia. 

Tringa solitaria. SOLITARY SANi)PIPER.--Argentina, Ecuador.* 
Catoptrophorus semipalmatus. WiLLET.--Brazil, Peru, Ecuador.* 
Heteraotitis inoana. WANI)ERING TA•rLER.--Galapagos, Ecuador.* 
Bartramia longicauda. UPLANI) PLOVER.--Pampas of South America 

to Argentina, Ecuador. 
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Tryngites subruficollis. BUFF-BREASTED SAhmPtPER.--Argentina, 
Uruguay, Ecuador.* 

Actiris macularia. SPOt'rED SANDPIPER.---Southern Brazil, Ecuador,* 
Central Peru. 

Numenius hudsonicus. HUDSONIAN CURLEw.--Ecuador, southern 
Chile, British Guiana, mouth of Amazon. 

Numenius borealis. ESKIMO CuRLEW.--Argentina, Patagonia. 
Pluvialis dominicus. GOLDEN PLOVER.--Campo of Brazil and Ar- 

gentina. 
Oxyechus vociferus. I/[ILLDEER.--Venezuela and Peru, Ecuador.* 
Charadrius semipalmatus. SEMIPALMATED PLOVER. Patagonia, 

Chile, Ecuador, * Galapagos. 
Charadrius nivosus. SNowy PLovER.--Venezuela and Brazil. 

Aphriza virgata. SURFBIRD.---Chile to Straits of Magellan. 
Ardea herodias. GREAT BLUE HERoN.--Venezuela. 
Butorides virescens. GREEN HERoN.--Extreme northeru--South 

America. 
Fulica americana. 
l•orsana carolina. 
Circus hudsonius. 

Buteo platypterus. 
ador. 

Buteo swainsonii, 
Chile. 

Falco columbarius. 
Pandion haliaetus. 

CooT.--Colombia. 
SoRA.--Venezuela and Peru. 
MARSH HAwK.--Colombia. 

BROA•)-WINOED /-L•wK.--Venezuela, Peru, Ecu- 

SWAINSON'S HAWK.--South America, south to 

PmEON HAwK.--Ecuador and Venezuela. 

OSPREY.--Perll, Ecuador, Paraguay. 
Elanoides for/Icarus. SWALLOW-TAILED KITE. Peru, Bolivia, Ecua- 

dor, paraguay. 
Coccyzl18 alll$1*icanus. YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO. Ecuador, Bolivia, 

Argentina. 
Coccyzus erythrophthalmus. BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO. Colombia 

amd Peru. 

Ceryl$ alcyon. BELTED KINarmOreR.--Colombia and Guiana. 
Chorderies virginianus. NIOHTHAWK.--BraziI and Argentina. 
Antrostomus carolinensis. CHucK-WILL'S-WIDOW.---Colombia. 

Tyrannus tyra•us. KINoBIRD.--12olombia and British Guiana, 
Peru and Bolivia. 

Myi•chus cl'inituso CRESTED FLYCATCHER.---Colombia. 
Nuttalornis borealis. OLr/E-SIDED FLYCATCHER.•lombia t•) Peru. 

Myiochanes virens. Wood P•.wEE.--Colombia and Peru. 
Mytochanes richardsoni. WES•mRN WOOD PEwEE.--Ecuador, Peru 

and Bolivia. 

Empidonax virescens. GREEN-CRESTED FLYCATC•tER.---Colombia and 
Ecuador. 

Empidonax trailli. TRAILL'S FLYCATCHER.•OIombia. 
Empidonax mlnimus. LEAST FLYCATC•tER.--Peru. 
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Dolichonyx oryzi¾orus. BosoLisK.---Southern Brazil, Bolivia and 
Paraguay. 

Icterus galbula. BALTIMORE OBIoLE.---Colombia. 
Zamelodia ludoviciana. ROSE-BREASTED GBOSBEAK.---Colombia and 

Venezuela. 

Spiza americana. DicKcissEL.---Colombia and Venezuela. 
Piranga erythromelas. SCARLET TASAGEB.---Colombia, Bolivia, and 

Peru. 

Piranga rubra. SUM•EB TASAaEB.--Ecuador, Peru and Guiana. 
Petrochelidon lunifrons. CLIFF SWALLOW.--Brazil, northern Argen- 

tina and Central Chile. 

Hitundo erythrogastra. BARS SWALLOW.--Brazil, northern Argen- 
tina and Central Chile. 

Riparia riparia. BAsK SWALLOw.--Brazil and Peru. 
Progne subis. PURPLE MARTIs.--Brazil. 
Vireosyl?a oli?acea. RED-EYED VmEo.--Colombia, Ecuador and 

southern Brazil. 

Mniotilta varia.• BLACK ASh WHITE WARBLER.---St. Augustine, Fla., 
and southern Texas, through the West Indies to Venezuela and Ecuador. 
[Colombia, Salentos, Sept. 27, Las Lomitas, March 2, Santa Maria Region, 
August 21, March 12. Venezuela, Estado Carabobo, Las Trincheras, 
Oct. 9, Escorial, near Merida, Feb. 24.] 

Protonotaria citrea. PBOT•OSO?ABY WARBLEB.--Nicaragua to 
Venezuela. [Colombia, Algondonal, January 23, Santa Marta Region, 
Sept. 11. Ecuador, Esmeraldas, Nov. 7.] 

Vermivora chrysoptera. GOLDES-WISGED WABBLEB.---Guatemala 
to Colombia. [Colombia, El Eden, October 19, Villavicencio, March 11, 
Santa Marta Region, September 6, March 20. Venezuela, Nebrados, 
Merida, Aug. 12.] 

Vermivora pinus. BLUE-WISGED WARBLER.--Northeru Mexico to 
Guatemala and casually to Colombia. [A single specimen, Santa Marta 
region, Mar. 21.] 

Vermivora peregrina. TENNESSEE WARBLER.---Southern Mexico 
to Venezuela. [Colombia, Sta. Elena, December 1, Miraflores, April 
19, Santa Marta Region, Oct. 14, April 4. Venezuela, Merida, November 
24.] 

Dendroica aestiva. YELLOW WARBLERs--Southern Mexico to Peru 
and northeastern Brazil. [Colombia, Barbacoas, October 3, San Augustin, 
April 12, Santa Marta Region, September 11, May 1. Venezuela, Valle, 
Merida, November 30, Escorial, March 19.] 

• In the case of the Warblers additional migration or winter dates and localities 
are given. These are all taken from spedmens in the American Museum of 
Natural History, excepting those from the Santa Marta Museum region, which are 
taken from Annals of the Carnegie Museum, ¾ol. XIV, OCt., 1922, 'Birds of 
Santa Marta Region' by Todd and Carriker. 
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Dendroica caerulea. CERULEAN WARBLER.--Western South A- 

merica from Panama to Peru. [Colombia, Buena Vista, March 4. Ecua- 
dor, Rio Oyacachi, Abajo Chaco, August 10, San Jos• Abajo, March 30.] 

Dendroica fusca. BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER.--Central Mexico to 

Venezuela; Peru; casual to West Indies. [Colombia, Santa Isabel, Sep- 
tember 22, Puente Andalucia, April 22, Santa Marta Region, February, 
March, April. Venezuela, Escorial, Merica, October 14. E•uador (Prov. 
Loja), Zamora, November 3, Sumaco Abajo, January 8. Peru (Prov. 
Junin), Utcuyacu, November 25, Chelpes, April 22.] 

Dendroica castanea. BAY-BREASTED WARBLER.--Panama and Colom- 

bia. [Colombia, Honda, November 23, Malena, March 10, Santa Marta 
Region, October 27.] 

Dendroica striata. BLACK-POLL WARBLER.--Northern South America 

to Ecuador, Guiana and eastern Brazil. [Colo•nl•ia, Rio Frio, November 
25, Vfilavicencio, March 11, Santa Marta Region, September 29, February 
28, Venezuela, Merida, October 4, April 29.] 

Seiurus aurocapfilus. OVENBIRD.--Western Mexico to northern 
South America•; mostly by the West Indies, the Bahamas, southern half of 
Florida and casually southern South Carolina and southern Louisiana. 

Seiurus motacilla. LOUISIANA WATER THRUSH.--Mexico to Colom- 
bia, South America, most of the West Indies and the Bahamas. 

Seiurus noveboracensis. NORTHERN WATER-THRUSH.--Northern 

South America. [Colombia, W. Quindio, Salento, Oct. 1, Huila, near San 
Augustin, April 24, Santa Marta Region, March 17, Sept. 8. Venezuela, 
Tucacas, Estado Falcon, October 19, Boca de Sina, Cunucunuma River. 
Upper Orinoco, March 10.] 

Oporornis forraoa&. 2 KENTUCKY WARBLER.---Southern Mexico to 
Colombia, South America. Accidental in the West Indies. [Colombia, 
Santa Marta, Bonda, Oct. 7, Nov. 24.] 

Oporornis philadelphia. MOURNING WARBLER.--Nicaragua tO Ecua- 
dor. [Colombia, Rio Frio, Cauca, November 25, Villavicencio, March 12, 
Santa Marta region, between Feb. 12 and March 25, April 11. Venezuela, 
Escorial, December 14. Ecuador, Oyacachi, Abjao Chaco, January 17.] 

Oporornia tolmiei. MACGILLIVRAY'S WARBLER.--Lower California to 
Colombia, South America. 

Opororaia &gilia. CONNECTICWr WARBLER.--Northern South Amer- 
ica, the West Indies in migration. [Colombia, Santa Marta Region, Bonda, 
Oct. 22. a Venezuela, Maipures, Upper Orinoco, April 28. Brazil, Sao 
Laurenco River, December 26, January 2.] 

• An individual secured by one of Mr. Smith's •ollectors on Oct. 4, 1899, •On- 
stitutes the only record for the Santa Marta region and is the only South American 
record for the species which ordinarily does not pass to the southward of Costa 
Rica during the winter months. 

2 There are only four records of this species in South America, all from the 
Santa Marta region. 

* It is not yet clear whether this species actually winters in this region or is 
merely a transient during migration. 
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Wilsonia canadensis. CANADA WARBLER.---Guatemala to Peru. 

[Peru, Prov. Junin, La Merced, November 19, Prov. Chanpe, February 9.] 
Setophaga rutlcilla. REDSTART.--Mexico and West Indies to Ecu- 

ador and British Guiana. [Colombia, Salento, September 28, Buena Vista, 
March 3, Santa Marta region, August 24, May 1. Venezuela, Valle, 
Merida, November 28, Escorial, March 14.] 

Hylocichla fuscescens. VEERY.--CoIomhia, British Guiana and Brazil. 
Hylocichla ustulata. OLIVE-BACKED THRUSH.--East Ecuador, Brit- 

ish Guiana, Peru, Bolivia, Brazil and Argentina. 
Hyloclchla aliciae. GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH.--Ecuador, Peru, Vene- 

zuela and British Guiana. 

CLass II. BIRDS COMMON TO NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA AND 
BREEDING IN BOTH CONTINENTS 

Very few land birds 'have a common breeding distribution in 
North and South America, as most of those occurring on the 
two continents are only w•nter migrants in the latter; and but few 
are residents. The list is as follows: 

Podilymbus podiceps. PIED-BILLED GREBE.--Breeds from Canada to 
Chile and Argentina. 

Geochelidon nilotica.• GULL-BILLED TEP•.--Breeds from coasts of 

Texas, Virginia, etc. to Argentina. 
Anous stolidus. NODDY T•RN--Breeds from Florida Keys to Brazil. 
Phalacrocorax vigua. MEXICAN CORMORANT.--Breeds from southern 

Illinois, etc. to Patagonia and Chile. 
Pelecanus occidentalis. BROWN PELICAN.--Breeds from Florida and 

Louisiana to Brazil. ' 

Dendrocygna fulva. FuLvous TREE DucK.--Breeds from southern 
Unites States to tropical South America. 

Ajaia ajaja. ROSEATE SPOONmLL.--Breeds from Texas, Florida, etc. 
to Patagonia. 

Guara alba. WroTE Ims.--Breeds from Lower California, Texas and 
South Carolina, to Brazil and Peru. 

Plegadis guarauna. GLossY Ims.--Breeds from southern Oregon, 
Texas and Florida to southern South America. 

Ixobrychus exilis. LEAST BrrTrR•.--Breeds from Canada to West 
Indies and Brazil. 

Casmerodius egretta. EoRET.--Breeds from Oregon, California and 
North Carolina, to Patagonia. 

Egretl;a candidissima. SHOWY ttERON.--Breeds from South Caro- 
lina to Chile and Argentina. 

Hydranassa tricolor.• LOU•SI•.NA HERON.--Breeds from the Gulf 
States to Venezuela and Guiana. 

• Nearly cosmopolitan. 
• From Natterer's 1ocaHtte• and date• it should ne•t in Brazil as it certainly 

does in Chile. 
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Florida ca•rulca. LI•rLE BLUE HERoN.--Breeds from Southern 

States to Argentina and Peru. 
Nycticorax nycticorax. NIGHT HERoN.--Breeds from Canada to 

Patagonia. 
Nyctanassa violacca. YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT HERoN.--Breeds 

from southern states to Brazil and Peru. 

Ionornis martinicus. PURPLE GALLINULE.--Breeds from Texas, and 
South Carolina to Ecuador and Paraguay. 

Gallinula galcata. FLORIDA GALLINULE.--Breeds from Central 
States to Chile, Argentina and the Galapagos. 

l•irnantopus mexicanus. BLACK-NECKED STILT.--Breeds from Cali- 
fornia, etc. to northern Brazil and Peru. 

H•matopus palliatus. OYSTER CATCHER.--Breeds from Texas, 
Louisiana and Virginia to southern Brazil and central Chile. 

Cathartes aura. TURKEY VULTURE.--Breeds from southern Canada, 
south to southern South America. 

Catharista urubu. BLACK VULTURE.--Breeds from the Southern 
States to southern South America. 

Elanoides forficatus. SWALLOW-TAILED KrrE.--Breeds locally from 
Central States and South Carolina to Peru, Bolivia and Paraguay. 

Elanus leucurus. WHITE-TAILED KrrE.--Breeds fom California and 

South Carolina to Argentina, Chile and Venezuela. 
Rostrhamus sociabilis. EVERGLADE KiTE.--Breeds from tropical 

Florida to Argentina. 
Buteo albicaudatus. WHITE-TAILED Hxwx.--Breeds in Arizona, New 

Mexico and southwestern Texas. 

Speotyto cunicularia. BURROWING OwL.--Breeds from western 
United States, and southern Florida; to Chile, Brazil, and Paraguay. 

Glaucidium phalaenoides. PIGMY OwL.--Breeds from southern bor- 
der of the United States to southern Brazil, Colombia, Venezuela, and Peru. 

Crotophaga sulcirostris. GROOVE-BILLED ANI.--Breeds from the 
lower Rio Grande Valley, and southern Lower California southward. 

Ceryle torquata. KINGFISHER.--Breeds from the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley over the greater part of South America (Colombia, to Argentina, 
Bolivia and Peru). 

Ceryle a•nerica•u•. TEXAS KINGFISHER.--Breeds from southern 
Texas, to southern Brazil. 

Cypseloides niger. BLACK SWIFT.--Breeds from southern British 
Colombia to British Guiana. 

Amazilia tzactl. P•IEFFER'S Hu•a•aINGBIgO.--Breeds from the Lower 
Rio Grande Valley to Venezuela. 

Tyrannus melancholicus. COUCH'S KINGBIRD.--Breeds from the 
lower Rio Grande Valley to Brazil and Paraguay. 

Pitangus sulphuratus. DERBY FLYCATCHER.--Breeds from the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley, to Ecuador, Bolivia and Argentina, Guiana. 
southeast Brazil. 
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l•yrocephKlus r•lbi•us. VERMILION FL¾C•.?CHER.--Breeds from the 
southwestern border of the United States, to Colombia, Peru, Guiaua, 
Brazil, Argentina, and Ga]apagos. 

Muscivora tyrannus. ¾ORK-TAILEn FL¾C•,?CHER.--BreedS from 
Mexico throughout South America. 

Otocoris alpestris. HORNEd LxR•.--North America to Colombia 
(Bogota). 

Megaquiscalus major. GREAT-TAILED GR.',•LE.---South Atlantic 
and Gulf States to Bogota, Colombia and W. Peru. 

Progne chalybea. CUBAN M•R?•N.--Breeds from the lower Rio 
Grande Valley to Peru, Bolivia and southern Brazil. 

CLASS III. NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS OF COSMOPOLITAN DIS- 

TRIBUTION. 

The majority of species of cosmopolitan or nearly cosmopolitan 
distribution belong to the Charadriidae a family notable for the 
extended migratory flight of its species though most of them breed 
only in the far north. 

In this group may be placed the following, although some of 
those listed in Class I, may with equal justice be included here. 

Canutus canutus KNO•. 

Calidris leucophaea. SANDERLING. 
Squatarola squatarola. BLACE-BELLIED PLOVER. 

AS nearly cosmopolitan breeding birds may also be mentioned. 
Pandion haliaetus. OSPREY. 
•l$io •9,1•TY1011S. SHORT-EARED OWL. 

A. 


