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many observations on the habits of Gulls, Parrots, Pigeons, the Lyre Bird
and Apteryx, as well as of Flying fish, etc. The ‘“Sketches’” are most
interesting and instructive.—W. S,

Mathews’ ‘The Birds of Australia.” The last part of this great
work! describes the Australian Pipit and the Bush Lark with their various
subspecies and then begins the Weaver Finches covering the genera
Tawistoca, Zonaeginthus, Taeniopygia and Emblema. There appear to be
no new names proposed in this part and the method of treatment of
species and subspecies is the same a5 in previous installments.

Only about forty species remain to be considered so that the author’s
task is rapidly drawing to a close.—W. S,

Kirke Swann’s ‘Monograph of the Birds of Prey.’ The fourth
part of this handsome quarto? is before us bringing to a close the great
genus Astur, with its thirty-five species and numerous subspecies, and a
beginning is made on the genus Accipiter while the two monotypic genera
Nisuoides and Neonisus are considered. The former based on Morel’s
Goshawk of Madagasecar and the latter on the Black and White Goshawk
of wide distribution in Africa.

The only new form described in this part is Astur badius klossi (p. 217),
from South Annam. One is impressed with the lack of knowledge regard-
ing the habits of many of the Goshawks from the East Indies and smaller
island groups most of the specimens having come from collectors whose
object was mainly to secure material. Another point of interest is the
doubt expressed by the author regarding the proper generic location of
certain species and one is led to wonder whether it is worth while to recog-
nize Astur and Accipiter as distinct genera when this is the case.” As a
matter of record it may be mentioned that examples of the very rare
South American Hawks Astur collaris and A. pectoralis are in the collec-
tion of the Philadelphia Academy.

There are some interesting notes on the Indian Shikra in falconry and
explanation as to the ranges of the White and Gray Goshawk of Australia
often regarded as forms of the same species—a problem which is still un-
solved.

The plates by Gronvold illustrate respectively four forms of Astur on
one, and three on another, while a third portrays two species of Accipiter.
There is also a plate of eggs handsomely reproduced and a photogravure
of a Buzzard’s nest with eggs. It is a pleasure to handle such a finely
printed work ag Mr. Kirke Swann’s ‘Monograph.'—W. S.
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