
Auk 88 General Notes. [Jan. 

to be a young drake, with the scapulars showing the handsome advanced 
plumage. 

The example of the other Ducks had rendered him quite tame, but he 
was not as agile as they in obtaining his share of the bread although 
we favored him. I think he may have been there some little time. No 
others were seen. 

While watching the Ducks, and there were some thirty or forty of them, 
more or less, a whitish dog came running along the shore. Immediately 
the whole flock of Ducks swam in quite close, and followed the dog as long 
as he remained in sight, showing great interest, and curiosity, but no fear. 

On November I and 8, another full plumaged drake was seen at the 
same place.--GEoRGE H. MACKAY, Boston, Mass. 

The Barnacle Goose in North Carolina.--By the kindness of Dr. 
Charles C. Foster• of Cambridge, Massachusetts, I have received from 
Pea Island, North Carolina, a Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis (Bech- 
stein) ) which he killed there November 24, 1925. The bird was shot at 
a large shallow fresh-water pond, to which it came in company with 
some Canada Geese. It seemed less wary than its companions. 

Pea Island is on the coast, in Dare County, a few miles south of Roanoke 
Island. 

Mr. A. C. Bent, in his 'Life Histories of North American Wild Fowl • 
(Bulletin 130, U.S. Nat. Mus., pp. 262-263), cites nine records of the 
occurrence of the Barnacle Goose in North America, at localities, ranging 
from Labrador and James • Bay to Currituck Sound, North Carolina. 
The dates he mentions are from October 16 to November 28.--CHARLES 

F. BATCHELDER, Peterborough, New Hampshire. 

The Brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis) in Ontario.--A 
Correction.--In 'The Auk' for January, 1925 (Vol. XLII, no. 1, pp. 
124-125.) the writer recorded the capture of a Brown Pelican at French- 
man's Bay, a few miles east of Toronto. On September 30, 1925, another 
specimen was taken at Mimico a few miles west of Toronto. Dr. J. A. 
Campbell, Curator of the Toronto Zoological Parks, informs me that 
he has examined the latter specimen and has identified it as a recently 
escaped bird from the Riverdale Park. He also states that several of these 
birds escaped last fall (1924), prior to the date of capture of the specimen 
recorded. Although this specimen had no marks to identify it as a Zoo 
bird it is very probable that this is the case and the record should not 
stand. The species is therefore returned to the hypothetical list of Ontario 
birds.--L. L. SNYDER, Royal Ontario Museum of Zoology, Toronto, Ontario. 

Double-crested Cormorants in the Connecticut Valley in Fall.- 
An interesting and unusual sight was presented on the late afternoon of 
October 1, 1925, when a flock of thirteen Double-crested Cormorants 
(Phalacrocorax a. auritus) flew down the Connecticut River at Holyoke, 
Massachusetts. 
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When first sighted, we mistook the V shaped formation in which they 
were flying for a flock of Geese. But it was a month or two early for Wild 
Geese. We were in the act of putting away our canoe as they flew past 
overhead and so obtained a clear view through the binoculars. The 
wing-beat was swifter than that of Geese, there was no white patch visible 
and we could not hear a single note. When half a mile or so south of us, 
they broke the regular formation, flying thence in a mixed flock. 

This is the largest flight using the Valley of which we have any record 
in recent years.--A•RoN C. BAGG, 70 Fairfield Ave., Holyoke, Mass. 

Mortality among Cormorants on Coast of Chile.--During a 
recent voyage along the west coast of south America I was told much 
regarding a southern migration of sea birds along the Peruvian coast, 
due, it was said, to a change in the Humboldt Current following the great 
earthquake recently, and also was informed of many dead sea birds on 
the Chilean coast, south of Antofagasta. While the Grace Line Steamer, 
"Santa Elisa", lay at San Antonio, Chile, loading copper, opportunity 
offered to investigate this latter report. In company with Dr. Van Dyne, 
the ship's surgeon, and Engineer Deason, I went to a place called Llollao, 
several miles south of San Antonio, where dead birds had been found. 
Walking was difficult through the deep sand so we boarded the narrow 
guage railroad train consisting of a Brockway bus mounted on a Ford 
truck. From the end of this line we walked over the mountain to the 

valley of the Rio MaipS, and after crossing a half-mile trestle, headed for 
a rocky point projecting into the ocean three miles distant. Here we 
discovered the truth of our adventure. Thousands of dead and dying 
Cormorants were found lying in heaps between the rocks or scattered along 
the beach, many of the latter partially covered with the drifting sands. 

Those in a weak condition were easily picked up but the cause of their 
trouble was obscure. I cannot say certainly that they were dying of 
starvation as there are many other varieties of sea birds in this section 
that are not affected this way and the Cormorants were the only sea 
birds found. Some time ago, numbers of Cormorants were reported 
dead or dying from the streets of Vifia del Mar a suburb of Valparaiso. 
It is supposed that these birds are the same as those that have been so 
well known from the Guano islands to the northward.•CHARLES L. 
FAG.aN, R. F. D. •, Box 58, Rahway, New Jersey. 

A Gannet •.t P•.tnesville, Ohio.---On November 2, 1925, Mr. Grow 
of the Grand River Fish Co., of this place, telephoned me that they had 
caught a strange bird which they wished me to identify. I drove to the 
fish house and found, confined in one of the fish boxes, a beautiful immature 
Gannet (Sula bassana). I was very much surprised as I never expected 
to see a Gannet in this part of the country. 

The bird v•s in the gray plumage, heavily dotted with white on he•d 
and neck, the spots becoming fewer and V-shaped on the body. The 
eyes were light gr•y with a black pupil, and the bill dark horn color. 


