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flew straight into the water. With wings fully outspread and legs kicking 
it made its way rather slowly along the sandy bottom, until it was about 
eight feet out, in water over three feet deep. I pursued the bird, thinking 
at the time, strangely enough, that it was wounded. When I reached for 
it, it tried to go farther but apparently could not. Bubbles of air came 
from its mouth, and air bubbles were plainly seen clinging to the plumage 
of its back. At the time it was captured its mouth, eyes, and wings were 
all open, under water, and it remained at the bottom seemingly without 
difficulty. As it lay in my hands above water it seemed tired for a second 
or two, and then, without warning, shook itself a little, leaped into the 
air, and with loud, clear whistles, circled off a few inches above the water 
to a distant point of land. 

At the time of this first unusual experience I was not in a position to 
know how often Sandpipers employ such means of escape. And since 
then not until May 7, 1925, at Chambersburg, Franklin County, Penn- 
sylvania, did I see the action repeated. On this date I purposely came 
upon a Spotted Sandpiper suddenly and witnessed it employ almost the 
identical tactics in making an effective escape. At this time, however, 
the bird dove into running water, swam with wings and feet rapidly moving 
for about twenty feet, and emerged down stream, still flying, and made off 
in its characteristic way, only a few inches above the water. 

If one is to observe this strange performance he must contrive to come 
upon the Sandpiper very suddenly. Rapid approach in the open always 
causes the bird to leave in its accustomed, usually deliberate, manner. I 
have never known the Sandpipers to escape the attack of a Hawk by 
diving, although it is reasonable to suppose that they sometimes do so.-- 
GrORGr MIKSCU Su,2roN, Game Commission, Harrisburg, Pa. 

Diving of the Spotted Sandpiper.--A number of records of diving of 
the Spotted Sandpiper (Actiris macularia) have been published in 'The 
Auk' and elsewhere but Mr. Sutton's note adds materially to our knowledge 
of the matter. One instance that came under my observation may be worth 
recording. The bird in this case was flying across a deep pond near 
Cape May, N.J., September 5, 1921, and was struck at by a Pigeon 
Hawk. It dove instantly, but bobbed up at once, resting on the water 
nearly a minute before taking wing, the Hawk having passed on over the 
pond.--WITa•ER STO•E, Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia. 

Boreal Limicolae Summering in Florida.--Observations along the 
east coast of central Florida indicate that there is a not inconsiderable 

summer population of Limicoline birds which normally should be nidi- 
ficating far to the north. 

One expects to find an occasional straggler, out of season, as for in- 
stance, a Lesser Scaup (Marila a•nis) which I picked up July 5, 1924, in 
an emaciated condition on the gulf coast of Wakulla County; or a lame 
adult Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) which was seen several times at 
Mosquito Inlet in the summer of 1923. 


