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Howell’s ‘Birds of Alabama.!—This work?! published by the Depart-
ment of Game and Fisheries of Alabama in cooperation with the U. S.
Biological Survey has been eagerly looked for ever since the completion of
Mr. Howell’s field work in 1916 and as it finally appears it is a most satis-
factory State list, particularly welcome as no adequate work on the birds of
Alabama has hitherto been published. Besides the records of occurrence
with migration data, ete., which usually comprise the text of such works,
Mr. Howell has prepared paragraphs on ‘‘General Habits’’ and ‘‘Food
Habits,” the latter compiled mainly from publications of the Biological
Survey, which add very materially to the interest and value of the report.
The introduction deals with early explorations in the State and the leading
local lists, with brief discussions of the economic value of birds in general,
protective legislation and the faunal areas of Alabama. The latter subject
however is fully dealt with in the author’s earlier publication ‘A Biological
Survey of Alabama’ (N. A. Fauna, No. 45) published by the Biological
Survey in 1921. There is also a full bibliography of papers relating to
Alabama birds and a good index. The text-figures are mainly coarse line
drawings by R. J. Sim, while the plates represent, for the most part,
views of different types of country in various parts of the State.

The accounts of the Southern Crow and Alabama Towhee, both forms’
described as new by the author in earlier publications, are most welcome,
as they give us some idea of their distribution. In the case of the Blue Jay
it is significant to find that Mr. Howell and his assistants failed to note a
single example of the northern form in Alabama while the bird banders
operating in southern Georgia have been identifying certain of the birds
handled by them as northern Jays. It would seem that the collecting of
a specimen would be desirable in a case of this kind as it makes a great
difference in the value of the returns according to which form was actually
banded. Mr. Howell’s work will be of the greatest value to ornithologists
at large as a work of reference and should stimulate bird study and bird
protection in Alabama in no small degree.—W. S.

Beebe’s ‘Galapagos.’>—William Beebe’s latest book, a quarto of over
400 pages, deals with the Galapagos Islands long famous for their peculiar

1Birds of Alabama, by Arthur H. Howell, Assistant Biologist, Bureau of Biolo-
gical Survey, United States Department of Agriculture. Issued in cooperation
with the United States Department of Agriculture Bureau of Biological Survey,
Edward W. Nelson, Chief of Bureau, by the Department of Game and Fisheries of
Alabama, I. T. Quinn, Commissioner (Seal) Brown Printing Company, State Prin-
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2Galapagos | World's End | By | William Beebe | Director of the Department of
Tropical Research of the | New York Zoological Society, etc. | Author of ‘ Jungle
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443. Price $9.00.



