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An Abnormal Purple Finch (Carpodacus purpureus purpureus).—
I shot on March 6, 1923, an adult male Purple Finch that has the under tail
coverts conspicuously streaked like Cassin’s Purple Finch (Carpodacus
cassint). The streaks are very broad and long and identical with the
streaking in C. cassini, but the rest of the plumage is typical of C. p.
PUTDUTEUS. ’

Purple Finches were abundant from February to late in March, 1923,
which is the first time I have seen them in numbers since 1907.—ARTHUR
T. WayNE, Mount Pleasant, S. C.

Seaside Sparrow in Central Park, New York City.—Early on the
morning of May 16, 1923, I was crossing the bridge over the Lake leading
to the Ramble on my daily tour of inspection, and was astounded to see a
perfectly good Seaside Sparrow running down the rain gutter about ten
feet ahead of me, in its characteristic crouching and secretive manner.
Apparently it imagined that the salt marsh grass was there, as it stopped
and permitted a leisurely observation in full view. A few minutes later I
spied Dr. Ellsworth Eliot in the distance, who correctly interpreted my
violent signals, and came running up, also to gaze upon the sparrow now
crouched under a scraggly bush on the bank. A half hour later I returned
with Mr. and Miss Capen, members of the Linnsan Society. The Sparrow
was under the same bush, and was apparently bewildered and dumb-
founded. The salt marsh grass was lacking, and it did not seem to know
what to do, so it did nothing. We were able to walk up to within 15 feet,
and if it ran three feet to another bush, it would run back again in a few
minutes. This was sufficient to start the Park “bird-telegraph’ going,
and when I dropped in again at noon several people kindly informed me
that there was a Seaside Sparrow in the Ramble! No bird is more strictly
confined to its chosen habitat than this Sparrow, which is really accidental
anywhere except in the salt marshes where it breeds. There was a colony
in a marsh containing salt springs at Piermont, N. Y., on the west bank of
the Hudson, just north of the New Jersey State line, but it has not been
visited for many years, and I do not know whether it still exists. There is
no record in the New York City Region of the Seaside Sparrow anywhere
away from its breeding grounds. The preceding night was cooler than

" normal, with dense fog the first half.—LupLow Griscom, American
Museum of Natural History.

Albinism in the Sharp-tailed Sparrow (Passerherbulus cauda-
cutus).—In ‘The Auk’ for October, 1921, pp. 604-605 and again in Vol.
XXXIX, 1922, p. 265, I have recorded numerous specimens of this bird
taken or seen within a short distance of my house ever since 1900 and in
each consecutive year.

On November 16, 1923, I visited the place for the first time that year and
saw three albinistic birds, one of which I shot. 1 visited the place again on
November 26 and saw the two remaining birds, one of which I collected,
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leaving the other undisturbed. The bird collected on November 16, while
lacking the spotting on the abdomen and ventral region, has a much
lengthened appendage on one secondary feather while the other is profusely
spotted on the abdomen.

My belief is that the albinistic birds are descended from an albinistie
parent for in all these years that I have been observing these abnormal birds
I have always left undisturbed one or more that plainly showed albinism
and each season from one to four birds would appear with the greatest
regularity at the same place showing that this strain is descended from the
birds left undisturbed by me from year to year. This makes 24 unin-
terrupted years that I have observed these birds.—ArTHUR T. WAYNE,
Mount Pleasant, S. C.

Bohemian Wazxwing at Jackson, Mich.—On March 11, 1923, in
company with Randal McCain 1 saw two flocks of Bohemian Waxwings,
one of thirty, the other of sixty individuals. These birds stayed in the
vicinity of Jackson until early in May in broken companies, sometimes
feeding on the American holly placed in winter porch boxes, sometimes on
the berries of vines and shrubs throughout the city.—Epite K. Frey,
Jackson, Mich.

White-eyed Vireo at Madison, Wis.—A White-eyed Vireo (Vireo
griseus griseus) associated with Golden-crowned Kinglets, was observed in
a densely leaved seedling apple tree on October 21, 1923. On shooting,
the bird appeared to have vanished completely. While attempting to be
philosophical, a fluttering object was by chance observed to strike the
ground at a considerable distance on my right. The potential leaf proved
to be an immature male Vireo of the above species.

While it is useless to speculate on the presence of this always rare Wis-
consin species at so late a season, its presence probably represents a case,
recognized in recent years as not uncommon, of immature birds wandering
north of the breeding grounds in autumn.—A. W. ScHORGER, Madison,
Wis.

Philadelphia Vireo in the New York City Region.—In my recently
published ‘Handbook’ to the birds of this region I discoursed at some
length on the extreme local rarity of this Vireo. Two days after the
appearance of this book or to be exact, on September 16, 1923, I discovered
one on the “Point” of the Ramble in Central Park, New York City, in
some low bushes where I had found one two years previously. 1t was very
leisurely in its movements, and was only 25 feet away at about the level
of my eyes when I spied it. It objected strongly to my presence, and
scolded me harshly, gradually working nearer as it did so. A big wave of
migrants had arrived overnight, and the scolding attracted a crowd of
Warblers. At one time an adult male Tennessee Warbler was less than
two feet from the Vireo, affording a faultless opportunity for comparison.



