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The half-tone illustrations from the author's own photographs exhibit 
some of the best of his work and are striking presentations of bird activities 
as well as works of art.--W. S. 

Hartert's 'Die Vogel der palaarktischen Fauna. '--The first supple- 
ment to Dr. Hartert's famous work• on the birds of the palearctic region 
appeared early in the autumn and consists of additional races and species 
described since the close of the work as well as additional notes on distri- 

bution, etc. Everything available has been included up to January, 1923. 
There seem to be no new forms described in the present supplement--.W.S. 

Chapman on Mutation in Buarremon.--Thls paper s is the outcome 
of a study of two species of the genus Buarremon--B. brunneinucha and 
B. inornatus which differ from one another only in the extent of white on 
the under surface and the presence or absence of a black pectoral band. 
The former bird is wide ranging and exhibits individual variation in the 
characters above mentioned while the latter occupies a very limited area 
in the subtropical zone of western Ecuador where B. brunneinucha is 
unknown, though it is present in western Ecuador to the north and south. 

Dr. Chapman maintains that there is a tendency in B. brunneinucha 
to a greater extention of white below and to the disappearance of the pec- 
toral band, and that isolation, in the case of individuals with this tendency 
strongly present, has resulted in the distinct species B. inornatus which 
is not dependent upon climatic or other observable environmental factors 
for its origin. In other words it is a mutant of B. brunneinucha. Continu- 
ing his investigations to other groups of the genus he finds that the races 
of B. assimilis exhibit variations in head markings correlated to a large 
extent with geographic distribution but so variable locally as to suggest 
that the several races owe their existence to a tendency to vary in these 
characters rather than to the direct action of environment. In other words 

the characters in question are mutations which under favorable conditions 
become of subspecific value. The potentiality for abrupt variation, inde- 
pendent of environment, is further shown by the occurrence of a black 
banded individual in the heart of the range of the white breasted B. assimi- 
lis which so far as color is concerned is identical with B. poliophrys of central 
Peru. 

In his summary Dr. Chapman says that in his opinion the presence or 
absence of a pectoral band, vertical streak or superciliary line does not 
materially affect a species' chances of success or failure and that natural 
selection has played no part in their development. It is encouraging to 
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