
Auk 554 Recent Literature, [July 

proves to be a synonym of Rosiratula, and Entotriccus (p. 144) for Mus- 
cisaxicola siriaticeps. Two new subspecies are also described Stigmatufa 
budytoides inzonata (p. 143), Tucuman and Mimus palagonicus Iricosus 
(p. 145), Mendoza. 

Mr. Peters also describes • Pteroptochos rubecula hylonympha (p. 45).-- 
W.S. 

Wetmore on Migration Records from Birds Banded at Salt Lake, 
Utah.--This record s is mainly of ducks banded by Dr. Wetmore during 
1914-1916 while investigating duck mortality on Great Salt Lake. In all 
1241 birds were banded of which 185 were later killed and reported. 
Most of these return records were from Utah, usually not far from the 
place of release, but others were from California, Idaho, Arizona, Texas, etc. 
The many California returns of Green-winged Teals indicate that the 
birds of this species which nest in Utah winter in southern California. 

Four Snowy Herons were recovered on the west coast of Mexico, 
while a Great Blue Heron was taken in Montana indicating a northward 
migration after the nesting season in this species, a habit well known in 
Herons of the Atlantic Coast.--W. S. 

Chapin on Africa•l Birds.--In working up his Congo collections Mr. 
Chapin has recently s considered the subspecies of the Narina Trogon of 
which he recognizes four, Apaloderma narina brachyurum (p. 4) from the 
Ituri District being described as new. 

Of the Swallows of the genus Psalidroprocne he finds one undescribed 
species, P. mangbettorum (p. 7), from the same region, and also an undes- 
cribed race of Pyrenestes, P. ostrinus maximus (p. 8), from the Upper 
Uelle District, the largest of the group. 

In another paper 4 Mr. Chapin discusses the ecological aspects of bird 
distribution in tropical Africa. He presents much interesting data, for 
the student of zoogeography and concludes that while temperature may 
be a distributional factor of weight, it acts mainly along certain critical 
lines, as that bounding the region where occasional frosts occur, but 
within the limits of the Tropical Zone humidity becomes the predominating 
factor. Its influence on bird distribution is through the effect of humidity 
on plant life, the avifaunal lines of demarcation being never more sharply 
defined than the changes in vegetation. 
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A third paper • by Mr. Chapin describes a new Crested Guinea Fowl, 
Guttera edouardi schoutedeni (p. 3) from the Belgian Congo.--W. S. 

Chapman on the Distribution of the Motmots.--The first portion 
of this paper • consists of a careful systematic review of the genus Momotus 
with maps illustrating the distribution of the species and the description 
of a new form, Momotus momota simplex (p. 44) Santarem, Brazil. The 
concluding portion considers the origin and spread of the family Momotidae 
and throws interesting light on the geographical origin of South American 
bird-life. 

Briefly summarized Dr. Chapman's conclusions are that the family 
originated in Central America, Hylomanes and Aspatha--the latter re- 
fated to the Todidae--being the most primitive genera. Momotus, with 
its many intergrading forms and wide range is the most recently evolved 
group. He considers that there were three invasions of the family into 
South America. First, in pre-Andean time, came Baryphthengus which 
reached southeastern Brazil where it became isolated. Then, twice 
came incursions of the genus Momotus, first along the subtropical zone 
which then extended unbroken across Panama to the Andes and south- 

ward to Peru; and second, after the Panama subsidence, an influx into 
northern Colombia and Venezuela, north of the Andes, to Trinidad and 
Tobago which were then connected with the mainland. 

Dr. Chapin has presented a most interesting study in zoogeography 
and his conclusions seem to be well supported by his evidence. 

In a later paper 8 Dr. Chapman describes thirteen new birds from Panama, 
Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia.--W. S. 

Cockerell on the Plumage of Diatryma.4--In the Green River 
Eocene, on Roan Creek, western Colorado, well known for its deposits 
of fossil insects and plants, Mrs. T. D. A. Cockerell has discovered some 
long strands identified by Dr. Cockerell as bird plumage similar to that 
of the Cassowary. These he considers must have belonged to Diatryma 
and they are named Diatryma (?) filifera (p. 4), as the horizon is higher 
than any known for that genus and therefore the probability is that they 
do not belong to any of the described species. After his preliminary 
reference to Archaeapieryx and the impossibility of identifying the type 
feather with either of the skeletons which have been referred to the genus, 
we wonder what is to be gained by giving these interesting filaments a 
technical name and referring them to a genus known only from the skeleton. 
--W. S. 
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