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Chenis not consideredseparablefrom Anser, nor Olor from Cygnus. Our
Redhead, moreover, is regarded as a subspeciesof Nyroca ferina, and
our Green-wingedTeal a subspeciesof Nettion crecca. While we personally approve some of the generic reductions we do not think that the
facts warrant these subspecificreferences. The referenceof all the forms
of Green Heron as subspeciesof the South American Butoridesstriatus
also seemsunwarranted. Under this specieswe notice two new forms:
B. s. degans(p. 1251), Seychelles;and B. s. moluccarum(p. 1251), Moluccas.

Increased cost of printing necessitatesan increase in the price of the
work of eight marks per part.--W. S.
Chapman's 'What Bird is That?"--In thesedays when almost every
other personone meets is a bird student, there is a constantdemand for

bird books especiallythose that presentthe subjectin a novel manner.
Such a work is the latest of Dr. Chapman's ornithologicaltextbooks
entitled 'What Bird is That?' which answersthe question presentedin
its title in a most satisfactorymanner.

Insteadof theusualanalytical
keywefindat thebeginning
of •hev61ume little coloredpictures of all the land birds of the Eastern United
States. They are representedon standsand branchesas mounted museumspecimens,
arrangedon the shelvesof a case,or seriesof cases,
and are
groupedaccordingto season,so that in cases1 and 2 we find all of the
winter birds of the region,in cases5 and 6 the early springmigrants and
so on. Having found our bird among the coloredfigureswe turn to the
main text which covers the 300 speciesof the Eastern States and find a

short descriptionwith datesof occurrenceat severallocalities,taken from
the author's well-known 'Handbook,' and a paragraphcoveringthe more
striking habits of the species,and its nesting.
The book is an elaborationof the plan, first adopted,we believe,by Dr.
Chapman, in the American Museum of Natural History, of exhibitingin
one casethe birds present about the immediate neighborhoodand changing the specimensfrom month to month as •he winter birds depart and
the migrantsarrive from the south. This narrowsdown the task of identification to the speciesmost likely to be seenat the time and eliminates
many confusingpossibilities.
The artist Mr. E. J. Sawyeris to be congratulatedupon the accuracy
of his figuresfor in spite of their small size--there are sometimesover 40

on a page-- he haspresentedcharacteristic
posesfor the mostpart, while
no important detail of color seemsto have been overlooked.
•What Bird Is That?
A Pocket Museum of the Land Birds of the Eastern
United States arranged according to Season. By Frank M. Chapman.
Curator
of Birds in the American Museum of Natural History and Editor of 'Bird-Lore.'
With 301 Birds in Color, by Edmund J. Sawyer.
D. Appleton and Company,
New York and London, 1920. 12mo., pp. i-xx•q, 1-144, 8 color plates. Price
$1.25

net.
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Dr. Chapman'stext is admirableand the whole conceptionof the work
is anotherillustration of his ability to feel the pulse,as it were, of the bird
loving public and provide what they need. The several line cuts which
are scatteredthrough the text might well have been omitted as they have
not come out very satisfactorilyon the rough surfacedpaper, that of the
Red-shoulderedHawk intended to illustrate the barred tail showing this
appendagesolid black.
The scientificnomenclaturewisely followsthat of the A. O. U. 'CheckList' and doesnot, like certain recent publications--evensomeissuedby
the BiologicalSurvey, attempt to be up to date by usingnamesnot yet
consideredby the A. O. U. Committee and which the popular reader
cannot find in the books with which he is familiar.

If we do not follow

a standard nomenclature in works intended for the general public we had
better omit scientific names entirely.

In hisEnglishnamesDr. Chapmanalsofollowsthe 'Check-List'with
twonotableexceptions.
Water-Thrush
appears
withtheprefix"Northern"
and Crossbill with that

of "American."

The abbreviated

names have

never met with favor and are ambiguousas there is anotherWater-Thrush
and two other Crossbills. While we heartily endorse"Northern WaterThrush" we prefer "Red Crossbill" which has been suggestedby several
writers, and trust that the Committeemay adoptthesechangesin the next
edition

of the 'Check-List.'

We heartily recommendDr. Chapman'slittle book to those desiring
to namethe birdsthey see,asprobablythe bestpocketguidethat hasyet
appeared.--W. S.
Horsfall on the Habits of the Sage Grouse J--In ' The Auk' for 1900,

Mr. Frank Bond has an article and an original drawing illustrating the
nuptial performance of the Sage Cock. He corrects Dr. Newberry's
statementthat the bird dragsits wingsTurkey-like and describesin detail
a processof bendingover and pushingthe distendedbreast sacksover
the ground, thus producingthe wearing away of the feathers on these
parts, somethingthat was not previouslyexplained.
Those who attended the A. O. U. meeting in New York in November,
1919,and saw Mr. W. L. Finley's motionpicturesof thesebirdsin action
were surprisedto see that Mr. Bond's account is apparently as much
in need of correctionas was Dr. Newberry's and that the bird's breast
is held high and never touchesthe ground at all, the edgesof the wings
being rubbedover it when the sacks are distended. Mr. Horsfall who
accompaniedMr. Finley now describes
the activitiesof the mating birds
and presentsseveralsketchesand a colorplate to illustratethe successive
stagesof the performance. His account of the wearing away of the
breastfeathersis howeverby no meansas clear and explicit as might be
desired.--W.
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