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heronywasdiscovered
May 15, 1914,by Miss Nettie M. Sadler,of Syracuse,a teacherof biologyand an enthusiastic
bird student.
In 1915 Miss Sadler saw the Night Herons severaltimes but they did
not nest at Lakeside. In 1916, however,she found them nestingin a

swampywoodacrossthe outletof Onondaga
Lake andeastof the Oswego
canal.

July 21, 1914,10 P.M., ! heardNight Herons"quawking"asthey flew
aroundover the streetsof Branchport. They seemedto be flying in circlesand workingto the west,then againin the eveningof July 25 a single
Night Heron was seenat Branchportby Miss Sadler. April 23, 1916,
two Night Heronswereseenby Mr. C. F. Stoneand myself. They were
perchedin a tree alongthe inlet.
My last recordfor thesebirds was in the eveningof June 15, 1919,
when! sawand heardone flying over the streetsof Branchport.--V•.R•)I
BURTCH,Branchport,N.Y.
Bittern Displaying Its White Nuptial Plumes.--On May 21, 1920,

when motoringwith my friend, Dr. Lyman F. Bigelow,of Norwood,
Mass., we visited a swampof moderateextent within the town of Westwood,set as a bowl in the midst of woodlandand surroundedon three
sidesby the wooded
landonslopes
risingwellabovethelevelof the swamp,
which for the most part was bush-grownand not much open to view.
But on the fourth side,wherea town road runsbesideit, it lay fully open.
We had made the circuit of this swamp on foot, observingand enjoying
the singingland birds, and were returning on the road to our car when

our eyes, turned toward the swamplying unobstructedbeforeus, observedtwo pure white patches,not stationary,but movingslowly along
amongthe bushesat the edgeof the swamp. Our glasses
at oncerevealed
the form of a Bittern (Botaurus lentiginosus)carrying these most con-

spicuouspatchesof white at eachshoulder,as large as a man's hand but
not aslongperhaps,beingessentially
roundin form. Occasionally
during
our observationof the bird, which was continuedfor twenty minutes or
more,thesewhitefeatherswereraisedas a ruff standingout fromthe natural contourof the bird; at othertimesthey appearedto be morenearly
even with the other feathers. These ruffs almost met across the back,

but a narrow strip of brown feathers of the back was seen to separate

them. To our eyestheseruffswerepurewhite. This conspicuous
display
of theselarge white patcheswas maintainedwithout variation while we
remained--differentpositionswhichthe bird assumeddid not materially
change them. This Bittern occasionally'pumped' and occasionally
moved at a more rapid pacethan the usual slow dignifiedwalk, and at
times strutted with the head carried forward. The erect stakelike posi-

tion was also at times assumed,more especiallywhen we first viewed
the bird and it appearedthat he was taking notice of our forms on the
highway. If he did discernus, it had no effect to dissuadehim from
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his desireto display himself, for at no time did he withdraw the white
ruffs into concealment. Several times for an instant a secondBittern,

presumablythe female, appearedin view, but only to becomehidden
at oncebehindoneof the clumpsof bushes. On the other hand,the male
bird made no use of the busbes to screen himself.

The distance travelled

by this malebird duringour observation
wasbut a few rods,for he moved
first in one directionand then in the opposite,first towardsus and then
away from us, and was only slightly further removedfrom us when we
proceededon our way, than when we first saw him. Our position had
been about a hundredyards distant.
Mr. William Brewster'svery interestingdetaileddescription
• of the display of thesewhite nuptial plumesas witnessedby him and friendsin the
Great Meadowsin Concordin April, 1910,then for the first time observed
by him, presentsthe exhibitionquite as we ten yearslater werefortunate
enoughto observeit in this Westwood swamp.--HoaAcE W. Wa•GUT,
107 Pinckney St., Boston,Mass.

Tho Knot in Mont•.n•..--On October4, 1915,I foundthe mummified
body of a Knot (Tringa canutus)on Woody Island in Lake Bowdoin,
Montana (nine miles east of Malta), among remains of a large number
of shorebirdsand other speciesthat had perishedfrom disease. From
the appearanceof these bodiesit appearedthat the birds had died near
the endof Augustor duringthe early part of Septemberof that sameyear.
All were lying on a muddy shorejust abovethe water line, apparently
wherethey had draggedthemselvesout of the water after becomingsick.
Like the other specimensexamined the Knot was not in suitable condition for preservationas a skin, and so was preparedas a skeleton. It
is now in the osteologicalcollectionsof the U.S. National Museum. This
is apparently the first publishedrecord of the Knot in Montana.--A•.ExANDEaWETMORE,BiologicalSurvey,Washington,D.C.

Tring•. Auct. vorsus(J•.lidrisAnon.--It hasbeenconclusively
shown
by Mr. G. M. Mathews (Novit. Zool., XVIII, No. 1, June 17, 1911,
pp. 5-6) that the genericname Tringa Linnaeus must be transferredto
the group commonlycalled HelodromasKaup. This leavesthe Knot,

Tringa canutusLinnaeus,'withouta genericname, and Mr. Mathews
proposes
the useof CanutusBrehm (Naturg. VSg. Deutschl.,1831,p. 653;
type, Tringa canutusLinnaeus). Dr. C. W. Richmond has called atten-

tion (Proc. U.S. Nat. Mr:s, LIII, August 16, 1917, pp. 581-582) to a
still earlierpublicationof this nameby an anonymous
reviewerof Bechstein's Ornithologische
Taschenbuch.This name, however,must give
way to Calidrisof the sameanonymous
reviewer(Allg. Lit.-Zeitung,1804,
II, No. 168, June 8, 1804,col. 542), which has anteriorityover Canutus
and which was introduced as follows:
'Auk,'
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