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We notice but one new swift, Zo6navafrancica oberholseri(p. 253), for

whichno type specimenis cited thoughwe infer that the type locality is
the Fiji Islands.
In connectionwith the name Nephoscetes
which Mr. Mathews changes

to Nephoc•etes
he has perhapsoverlookedthe article in ' The Auk ' 1899
(pp. 20-23), by the late Dr. Gill in which it is shownthat the former
spellingis the onewhich occursfirst in the volume. While its use on
p. xviii (Baird, Cassinand Lawrence,Birds of North America) may be
regardedas a nomennudttrathat on p. xxix, whereit is defmltelyconnected
with the speciesnigerGmelin, cannot be disregarded.
Under the Cuckooswe note as new: Vidgenia(p. 311) type, Cacomanlis
castaneiventris
and a race C. rubricatuseyeri (p. 320), from Eyer's Peninsula, S. Australia.

While
thetextasusual
islargely
devoted
tonomenclature
andclassifica-

tion, there are many notes of importanceon the habits of the various
species,
and a vast amountof data on the parasitismof the Cuckoos.
There is a typographicalerror to which attention might be calledon
p. 247, whereMr. DeWitt Miller's nameis citedas "Delbitt" Miller.
Mr. Mathews hasnow covered404 speciesof the Australian avifauna and
by consultinghis ' ReferenceList ' we shouldjudgethat he had his gigantic
task more than half completed. He certainlyis to be congratulatedupon
the persistence
with whichit hasbeencarriedon in spiteof the war and its
resultant hindrances,and we wish him all speed and successwith the
succeedingparts.--W. S.

Beebe's' Jungle Peace.'•-- In ' The Auk ' for 1917we had the pleasure of reviewingCapt. Beebe's'Tropical Wild Life in British Guiana,'

the reportof the first seasoh's
work at the tropicalresearchlaboratoryof
the New York ZoSlogicalSociety. This was of necessitya record of
scientificachievementand was written in that spirit. In ' JunglePeace'
however,the authortellsthe samestoryin a way that appealsmore directly
to the layman. But be he scientistor layman, the readerwho is fond of
nature or of travel, and who picksup Capt. Beebe'slittle volume,will not
be likely to lay it asideuntil he hasread it through. To usehis own words,
the author hasin this volumestolen"quietly up the sideaisleof the great
green wonderland, looking at all things obliquely, observing them as
actorsand companions
rather than as speciesand varieties,softeningfacts
with quiet meditation,leavenhags.cience
with thoughtsof the sheerjoy
of existence."

There is much the same charm in his writing that one finds in John

Burroughs'books,but his field is much broaderand he opensup a new
world to his readers. The wild life of which he writes is far beyond the
x Jungle Peace. By William Beebe, Curator of Birds, New York Zo51ogicalPark, and
Director of Tropical ResearchStation. Illustrated from Photographs, New York.
Henry
Holt and Company, 1918, pp. 1-297, price, $1.75.
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experienceof most of us,but wehavelongdesiredjust sucha vivid andintimate picture of thiswonderfultropiccountryas Capt. Beebehasgivenus.
The title of the little book is explainedin the first chapter. The author
had playedhis part in the greatstrugglethat hasjust cometo a closein
Europeand after the horrorsof war he says "the mind seeksamelioration
--some symbol of worthy content and peace--and for my part I turn
with all desireto the junglesof the tropics....
The peaceof the jungle
is beyond all telling."
The chaptersentitled, ' Sea-wrack' and ' Islands,' cover the voyage to
British Guiana with visits to the LesserAntilles and Barbados; while the
others: 'The PomeroonTrail,' 'A Hunt for Hoatzins'; 'Hoatzins at

Home'; ' A WildernessLaboratory'; ' The Convict Trail '; ' With an
At'my of Ants "Somewhere" in the Jungle', and ' Jungle Night,' treat
of the Barfica District, British Guiana, and that on ' A Yard of Jungle'
relates to Para at the mouth of the Amazon. All but three of the chapters

have appearedin 'The Atlantic Monthly' •nd the many who enjoyed
reading them there will be glad to have them brought together in the
handy volume.-- W. S.
Riley on a Collection of Birds from Northeastern Siberia. •-- Mr.

Copley Amory, Jr., accompanied
the Koren Expeditionto the Kolyma
River region of northeastern Siberia in 1914 and obtained 228 specimensof

birdsand a few eggswhichwereall presentedto the National Museumand

are herereporteduponby Mr. Riley. As Thayerand Bangshad already
describeda collectionmade by Mr. Koren on a previousexpeditionto the

sameregionit was not to be expectedthat any new forms would be includedin the presentmaterial,but many notesof intereston plumageand
relationship are presented as well as some field notes by Mr. Amory.
Seventy-sixspeciesare listed and of all but one of thesespecimenswere
obtained.--

W. S.

Shufeldt on the Skeleton of the Kea Parrot. 2-- Dr. Shufeldt has had

the opportunityof studyingthe skeletonof a specimenof Nestornota[dlis
recentlyreceivedat the National ZoSlogicalPark, in a shipmentof nine
individualspresentedby the New Zealand Government,this individual
havingdieden route. He haspreparedten admirablephotographs
showing all the portionsof the skeleton,and thesehave beenexcellentlyreproduced. Thereis alsoa detaileddescriptionof the bones,coveringthirteen

pages,in whichthere is occasional
comparison
with Ara chloroptera
and
Amazonaand with Mivart's figureof the tongueof Loriusfiavopalliatus.
• Annotated Catalogue of a Collection of Birds made by Mr. CopIcy Amory, Jr., in
Northeastern Siberia. By J. I-I. Riley. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mum, Vol. 54, pp. 607-626.
(Issued October 28, 1918.)
2The Skeleton of the "Kea Parrot"
XVIII, Part I, July 1, 1918, pp. 25-43.

of New Zealand (Nestor norabills). The Emu,

