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Mathews'
' The Birds of Australia.' X--The last part of Mr.
Mathews' work that we have received coversthe families Caprimulgida•
and Micropodidm and begins the Cuculidm. There are nine plates and
while most of them are up to the standardof the previousparts that of the
Swiftlets appears particularly crude in comparisonwith the present-day
standard of ornithologicalillustrations.
In the treatment of the Nightjars we note two new genera, Rassornis
(p. 234), type CaprimulgusmacrufusHorsf., and Eximiornis (p. 235),
type, C. eximiusTernre., and three new races: Rassornismacrufuscoincidens(p. 241), Cairns, Queensland;R. m. rogersi(p. 242), Melville Island;
and R. m. aruensis (p. 242), Aru Islands. The views of various recent
studentsof the geographicracesof this speciesas quotedby Mr. Mathews
seem so irreconcilablethat we questionwhether when subdivisionsare
carried to the presentlimits, where individual opinionis in many casesthe
most important factor in the discussion,
we shall ever have any generally
recognizedresults.
In connectionwith his treatment of the Swiftshe goesat length into the

systematicarrangement
of the Chceturince,
concluding
that the presence
of
spineson the tail feathersof two generais not necessarily
evidenceof close
relationship,but that caudalspinesmay developindependentlyin genera
not closelyconnectedphylogeneticallywhile a singlegenusmay showthem
in variousstagesof development. His scheme,with the newgenerawhich
he proposes,is as follows:
LARGER

Hirundapus Hodgs.

FORMS.

Pallenia Ben.

StreptoprocneOberh.

SMALLER FORMS.

American.
Cha•tura Stephens.
West African. Telacanthura gem nov. (p. 264), type Chceturaussheri
Sharpe.
Neafrapusgen.nov. (p. 264), type C. cassiniSclater.
Alterapus nov. gen. (p. 264), type C. sabini Gray.
Indo-Malayan. Rhaphidura Oates.
lndicapus nov. gen. (p. 265), type Acanthylis sylvatica
Tickell.

Madagascar. ZoSnavenagen nov. (p. 265), type C. grandidieri.
Philippines. Mearnsia Ridgw.
New Guinea. Papuanapusgen.nov. (p. 266), type C. novce-guinece
D'Alb.
and Salvad.

CypseloidesStreubel.
NephcecetesBaird.
Aerornis

Bertoni.

Cha•turellusgen. nov. (p. 267), type Hirundo rutila Vieill.
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We notice but one new swift, Zo6navafrancica oberholseri(p. 253), for

whichno type specimenis cited thoughwe infer that the type locality is
the Fiji Islands.
In connectionwith the name Nephoscetes
which Mr. Mathews changes

to Nephoc•etes
he has perhapsoverlookedthe article in ' The Auk ' 1899
(pp. 20-23), by the late Dr. Gill in which it is shownthat the former
spellingis the onewhich occursfirst in the volume. While its use on
p. xviii (Baird, Cassinand Lawrence,Birds of North America) may be
regardedas a nomennudttrathat on p. xxix, whereit is defmltelyconnected
with the speciesnigerGmelin, cannot be disregarded.
Under the Cuckooswe note as new: Vidgenia(p. 311) type, Cacomanlis
castaneiventris
and a race C. rubricatuseyeri (p. 320), from Eyer's Peninsula, S. Australia.

While
thetextasusual
islargely
devoted
tonomenclature
andclassifica-

tion, there are many notes of importanceon the habits of the various
species,
and a vast amountof data on the parasitismof the Cuckoos.
There is a typographicalerror to which attention might be calledon
p. 247, whereMr. DeWitt Miller's nameis citedas "Delbitt" Miller.
Mr. Mathews hasnow covered404 speciesof the Australian avifauna and
by consultinghis ' ReferenceList ' we shouldjudgethat he had his gigantic
task more than half completed. He certainlyis to be congratulatedupon
the persistence
with whichit hasbeencarriedon in spiteof the war and its
resultant hindrances,and we wish him all speed and successwith the
succeedingparts.--W. S.

Beebe's' Jungle Peace.'•-- In ' The Auk ' for 1917we had the pleasure of reviewingCapt. Beebe's'Tropical Wild Life in British Guiana,'

the reportof the first seasoh's
work at the tropicalresearchlaboratoryof
the New York ZoSlogicalSociety. This was of necessitya record of
scientificachievementand was written in that spirit. In ' JunglePeace'
however,the authortellsthe samestoryin a way that appealsmore directly
to the layman. But be he scientistor layman, the readerwho is fond of
nature or of travel, and who picksup Capt. Beebe'slittle volume,will not
be likely to lay it asideuntil he hasread it through. To usehis own words,
the author hasin this volumestolen"quietly up the sideaisleof the great
green wonderland, looking at all things obliquely, observing them as
actorsand companions
rather than as speciesand varieties,softeningfacts
with quiet meditation,leavenhags.cience
with thoughtsof the sheerjoy
of existence."

There is much the same charm in his writing that one finds in John

Burroughs'books,but his field is much broaderand he opensup a new
world to his readers. The wild life of which he writes is far beyond the
x Jungle Peace. By William Beebe, Curator of Birds, New York Zo51ogicalPark, and
Director of Tropical ResearchStation. Illustrated from Photographs, New York.
Henry
Holt and Company, 1918, pp. 1-297, price, $1.75.

