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for food and the parent bird after finding a hairy worm would slap it about
until it was shorn of its spineswhen it would thrust it down the yawning
maw of the young beggarapparently without appeasingits hungerin the
least as it would immediately demand more. The two were wandering
about in short secondgrowth saplings and ! had ample opportunity to
watch them without the aid of my glassesfor somelittle time as they were
within easyvision. There was no possiblequestionof their identity. Has
any one a later date for the nestingof this well-known bird?--E??A S.
WiLso• Detroit, Mich.

Local Decrease of Warblers in 1917.-- In the spring of 1917 very wet
weather with cold spellsprevailed through the western peninsulaof Ontario and a gooddeal of the countryto the north of it, the result beingthat
manyof the smallbirdsfailedto raisethe usualnumberof young,andwhen
the time for the autumn migrationsarrived the birds usually seenin large
numbersdid not appear, or were in suchsmall numbersas to be negligible.
Oppositemy housein the city of London lies a small park of about three
acresplantedwith the usual variety of shadetrees, and in that park it is
a usual thing to see in the autumn migrations quite large numbers of

warblersandthe species
that usuallyassociate
with them,but in the
autumn of 1917,the total number of warblersseenby all the observerswho
frequent the park, was not half a dozen,while in previousyears it was a
frequentthing to find half a dozenspeciesin the courseof a fifteenminutes'
hunt.

So far as I could learn conditionsthroughout the western peninsulaof
Ontario were nearly uniform. At Point Pelee warblers were in extremely
small numbers and every observerwith whom I spoke or corresponded
remarked on the great scarcityof thesebirds in that season. Fortunately,
this state of affairs doesnot seemto have been universal and from many

parts of the continent come different reports. The present breeding of
1918 was not altogether favorable and the number of migrating birds up
to the time of writing (September13), is small thoughthere are more than
were noted the prevousyear.-- W. E. SAUNDERS,
London;Ont.

The Name "erythrogaster," and Others.-- A nomenclatural,
or rather
etymological,questionhas recentlybeenraisedwhich ilh•strateshow great
a tempestin a teapot may be stirred up over a point already settled by
existingrules of nomenclature,and a brief statement of the caseseems
desirable.

In a paper on "The Birds of the Anamba Islands" (U.S. Nat. Mus.
Bull. 98, p. 31, 1917) Dr. H. C. Oberholserdesignatesthe AmericanBarn
Swallowas Hitundo ru6ticaerythrogastris•
explainingin a foot-notethat
"the subspecific
term erythrogaster
as hereusedis a Latin adjectiveof the
third declensionand therefore has for its proper feminine nominative
erythrogastris,
not erythrogastra
as commonlywritten."

