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Duck Hawks Wintering in the Center of Philadelphia.-- On
January 29, 1918, two Duck Hawks (Falco peregrinusanatum) were observedcirclingabout the tower of the Philadelphiacity hall (517 feet in
height) situatedin the midst of the businesscenterof the city. My office

windowon the sixteenthfloor of the WidenerBuildingabout oppositeto
the tower clock(361feet from the ground)gaveme an excellentopportunity'
to observethem. How long they had beenpresentbeforemy attention
was attracted to them I cannot say. They undoubtedlytook up winter
quarters on the tower on account of the large number of pigeonswhich
live about the building and upon which they fed. The exceptionallycold
winter alsohad its effectin reducingtheir normalfoodsupplyand forcing
them in from wilder.regions.
When first observedthey were engagedin aerial evolutionsapparently
purely for the joy of flying, noxvrapidly, now slowly, now chasing one
another and then a rapid swoopto one of the tower ledges,the leadingbird
alighting and the other wheeling about the tower or out into mid-air.
These evolutions continued until dusk.

During theseflights they seemedto pay no attention whatever to the
many pigeonswhich darted here and there at terrific speedand in great
confusion.

On three different occasions,however, hawks were observed eating a
pigeonon the lower ledgeat the baseof the clock,apparentlystandingon
it with both feet and tearingoff the featherswhichfloatedaway on the air.
This seemedto be a regular preliminary to the beginningof each meal.
On one occasiona hawk flew acrossdirectly in front of the window from
which my observationswere made carrying a large pigeonin its talons.
Its flight was perceptibly slow and labored as comparedwith its usual
grace and agility. On February 5 a hawk flew to the northeast tower
ledgewith a pigeonwhich it proceededto devour; hitherto the southeast
ledgehad alwaysbeenthe placeto which the quarry was carried. During
the early afternoon both hawks were noticed in flight about the tower
when they suddenlydived downwardat terrific speedalmost to the housetops and began a rapid darting flight among the chimneys,travelling
northeastover the city apparently on a pigeonhunt.
Oftenthey wereseento fly directlytowardoneanotherwith a very rapid
flappingof the wingsbut in a laboredmannersothat they made very slow
progress,and then when almostbreastto breastthey would turn suddenly
and divedownvertically. On February 6 1 sawa hawk dive verticallyfrom
the clockledgein pursuitof a pigeonwhichpassedon the wingat least300
feet belowbut failedto secureit. Usuallythesefailuresseemedto be due
to the fact that two or more pigeonswere pursuedin an apparentlyhap-

hazardmannerinsteadof the morelogicalmethodof singlingout onebird.
When pursueden massethe pigeonsinvariablyseparated,scatteringin all

directions
andleavingthe pursuerin a ratherconfused
andpuzzledcondi, tion and in doubtas to which individualto attack, resultingin his return
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The birds remained about the tower until

the

first weekof March, whenI supposethey departedfor the north.-- DELOS
E. CULWR, Addingham, Pa.
A Note of the Long-cared Owl (Asio wilsonianus).--On the evening
of August 3, 1918, near the village of Branchville in northern New Jersey,
some friends appealedto me to identify a supposedbird-note which for

severalnightsprevioushad beenheardin a groveback of the hotel, "The
Pines." The note had always been heard after dark, and with such
regxfiarityand frequency that the diurnal birds were eliminated. The
descriptionsof this voiceof the night variedwidely. One saidi't resembled
the mew of a cat, anotherlikenedit to the noiseof a squeakingpulley,
while other comparisonswere less suggestive. But after hearing it, I
would describethe note as a softly whistled whee-you,the two syllables
slurred together. Although scarcelyas long as the ordinary note of the
Phoebe,in quality it suggested
that of the ScreechOwl--being, however,
muchshorterand morefrequently uttered than the latter. I now suspected
that it was an owl, but felt surethat it couldnot be a ScreechOwl, a Barred
Owl, or a Great Horned Owl, for I am familiar with the notes of these.

So,after securingan electricflash-lampand whileholdingit overmy head,
I tried to get as closeas I couldto the bird, to seeit if possible. At least
I thought I might "shine its eyes" as several years ago I had done in
Florida with the Chuck-Will's-Widow. The wood was composedpartly
of native white pines and hemlockswith an undergrowthof sproutsof
Americanyew. I first located the bird in a tall hemlock,but I couldnot
see it in the dense foliage. In searchingfor it with my bright light, I
flushed it several times, but I could never hear it fly from one tree to
another. Its silent flight strengthenedmy suspicionthat it was an owl,
and its habitat made me think it was a Long-cared Owl. Although I

failedto seethe bird that night, the next morning,August4, I walkedout
into the grove,and underoneof the hemlocksin whichI had first heardthe
note the night before, I noted somedroppingsand also a few owl pellets.
Upon lookingup into the tree, I was surprisedto seea Long-caredOwl
with its ear-tufts elevated,gazingdown at me. It was perchedupon a
branch not more than twenty feet up, and remainedthere until I had
examinedit to my entire satisfactionand then walked away and left it.
While the evidenceis circumstantial,it seemsto me pretty sure that the
unknown note camefrom this bird or one of the same species. By a little
further searchin the treesnear by, a secondbird waslocated.

SinceI have neverread a descriptionwhichI am sureappliesto this
note of the Long-caredOwl, I though it worth recording.--G. CLYDE
FISHER,AmericanMuseum of Natural History, New York City.
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presentstatusof the Short-earedOwl (Asiofiammeus)as a breedingbird

