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An Index to ‘Bird-Lore.”!— To those who have had oceasion to compile
information upon any species of bird or upon the birds of any State the
need of an index to ‘Bird-Lore’ has at once been apparent. Only by going
over the index or contents of each volume separately could the vast store
of data contained in this journal be made available. We were therefore
prepared to welcome any general index that might appear and the one that
has been compiled by Mr. Ernest Ingersoll and published by the National
Association of Audubon Societies, will doubtless meet the requirements
of the majority of those who will use it. Unfortunately, however, when
compared with the two indexes to ¢ The Auk ’ compiled respectively under
the direction of Drs. Jonathan Dwight, and Theodore S. Palmer, it falls
far below their standard. of excellence.

A perusal of a few pages shows an evident lack of system in the com-
pilation. Of two titles ‘ Photographing a Ruffed Grouse’ and ‘ Photo-
graphing a Virginia Rail ’ for example, one is indexed under ‘ photograph-
ing’ the other under ‘ Virginia,” though we find references also under
‘Grouse’ and ‘Rail’ Two others, ‘A Crow Study’ and ‘A Hermit
Thrush in Winter > appear respectively under ‘a’ and ‘ Hermit,” and we
fail to find the latter under ‘ Thrush’ where the other references to the
species oceur. While it is the evident intention to index each article under
the author and the bird of which it treats, we find that in many cases one
reference or the other has been omitted. However indexes are thankless
jobs and the present one will answer the purposes of the majority of those
who use it, and be a great help to all. But it seems unfortunate that
where so much effort has been expended, a little more care was not exercised.
A series of page references to papers relating to the birds of each State and
country would also have been a welcome addition.— W. S.

A Bibliography of British Ornithology.?— For thirty-six years the
only work dealing solely with the bibliography of British Ornithology has
been the fourth installment of Dr. Coues’ famous ‘Ornithological Bibliog-
raphy.’ The present work by W. H. Mullens and H. Kirke Swann is
much more pretentious than that of Dr. Coues and is arranged on a different
plan. It contains biographical sketches of most of the authors, which
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